14 The Work of a Fow Years emong ihé

Even such Lrlef review of tle Gcverrnrert’s Irdian rolicy
as tl.e foregoing wculd e inccmplete without a glance at w hat-
is 1 eing done for the rising gereration. In view of what has

been accomplisl-ed in "a “¢i mparatively short tll’?‘. when —

dealing with an adult population, taken frcm a savagé state, it
d(es not seem an extravagant exjectaticn that mary of-the
rising generation can~te tauglt tobold their cwn and. perhays,
. _even to amalgamate with the whites. To this end, the earr est
>a.d persistent educatioral efferts of the Gov errment are
directed, and surely the erd is . frc m any p int «f view a
laudable one.

It cannot te for the-interest «f the cemmc m\ea]th to
continue a day Jonger than necessary a fcreign elemient in its
midst, fcr even cquld it ke certrolled so as nct to corstitnte: a
source of positive dangér, it must assuredly for negatne
reasors ke cne of weakvess to tl e State.

Unity of interests and of sentiments is reqmrecl to give
strergth to tl e whole. __

1t may Le true that; wlen viewed in pro pe(t by tl'e Indians,
tl:ey may not covet the advartages of civilization for them-
selves, nor for their children, Lut no civilized nation can justity
itself in leaving ignorant savages, whose country 'it has taken
pessession of. to determine their own course and follow the
blind promptm;s of their natural impulses.

The education of the rising generation is a logical sequence of
the polu,v already_described, and that this was recogmzed

when it was first $dtlined, will be seen from the provision ~

made in the treaties for the estab]lshment of day schools on
‘thie reserves.

As the necessities of the case and the true scope of the orkw
have gradually become apparent, the Government has un-
hesitatingly stepped beyond the strict obligations imposed by -
treaty stipulations, and with the full approval of the country,
demgloped an extended system of educatlon for ‘its Indian
wards.

* _In this work it has been greatly asslsted bv the Churches,
“which, by contributing to their maintenance, have enabled. a

Dbetter class of teachers to be employed, and more schools, at .

any rate of the boarding classes, to be provided than would .
otherwise have been p(,ssnble ;

A commencement was made with ‘day schools on . the

‘reserves;’but by degrees tneir insufficiency became clear. The
strong ‘affection for their children, which is such- a pleasing
characteristic of the Indian, prevents the exercise by him or
by the teacher of the firmness and discipline necessary to
compel regularity of attendance, or obtain the best results from

such attendance as may be secured. :




