- COWICHAN VOTERS
HEAR THE PREMIER

Speaks at Duncans Upon Im-
portant. Issaes of Day—
My, ‘Hayward Heard -

(From Tueésday’s Daily)
Mr. Hayward held in the opera house
at. Duncans on .Saturday evening the
-~ fourth and last of his recent and most
' ‘successful meetings. with his constitu-
ents.

Mr. Alexander Blyth was chosen
.chairman, and the proceedings through-
{ out were of the most pleasant and in-

forming character. The Hon. Mr. Mc-
Bride was present on the invitation of
thé local member, and the audience,
which included. a.number of ladies, was
large, orderly and attentive.

W. H. Hayward expiained that this
. meeting, like the others at Cobble Hill,
Cowichan Station and Chemainus, ‘had
been called for the purpose of making
it impossible te say of him, as was so
often stated during elections, in refer-
ence to members of the House, that af-
ter they had secured their seats the
+ electors never had the opportunity of
' seeing them at public meetings and of
airing any grievances that they might
chance to have. And he wished it to
. be clearly understood that this was not
an ordinary political gathering, but an
. assemblage where any one, no matter
what his political opinions might be,
was at perfect liberty to ask questions
and obtain information, for  he was
equally the répresentative in the legis-
. lative assembly of the Liberal and of
the ‘Socialist, ete., as he was of the
Conservatives. (Applause.)
Resume of Work.

In his resume of the work which had
been accomplished since he Had taken
* his seat in the House he would first
take up the question of the provincial
‘ finances, and he was at once rejoiced
to say that the appallingly continuous
reign of deficits ‘year after . year, of
‘which they had grown so woefully tired,
had ceased as soon as the present gov-
" ernment had obtained a firm control of
public affairs, which since 1907 and
within 1éss than two - years, -and, in
‘ point of fact, only 18 months, the gov-
“ernment had been able to reduce the
provineial. debt practically two millions
of dollars, in addition to accumulating
“a surplus of $1,200,000 for the last
financial ‘year. (Applause.) And when
they compared the financial conditions
for the eight years preceding 1907,
when this government took office, and
remembered that during these eight
years there were deicils averaging no
less than $700,000 per annum, they could
more easily realize what a remarkable
as well-as what a satisfactory change
"hadocetirred in the management of pro-
vineial affairs. ' (Applause.) The mu-
nicipalities now possessed the real prop-
erty ‘tax, and might soon possess the
privilegé of taxing personality, while he
was informed On ¥ery good.authority
that it was fiore then probable that the
rate ‘of “takation wWould be decreased
during the coming year. = ° §
He "thought it would be generally
admitéted that promlseqﬁf’ d bifr; caz-
' riedout to the very .letter. Prior to
190@3%%‘%&@ ‘prigperty t4x
amounted to one Per cént, while it was
now only threé-fifths of -ehé¥per cent,
and he ventured‘to affirm that the gen-
eral policy of th¢ government was emi-
nently sound. in’ placing taxatiofi upon
the “matural resources.of the.province
and in at the same time reducing the
direct, taxation of 'the péople.
plause.). And while they were trying
to get as fmuch as was reasonably. pos-

sible from the timber,, the fisheries, the|

coal and all our varied natural ré<
sources throughout the length and
breadth of the country, they were sim-
ultaneously seeking {o reduce the tax-
ation of the person who was clearing
up the land and advancing the horti-
cultural and agricultural prosperity of
the province. (Applause,) He felt
bound to accord to .Capt. Tatlow, the
minisver of finance, for the marked im-
provement that had been effected in our
financial circumstances the great cred-
it that was honestly his due, for that

igentleman had given his heart and his)

soul and his time io the administra-
tion of his important department and to
the promotion of the couhtry’s welfare.
(Applause,) .

The Paramount Industry.

In an agricultural community it was
only right to say something about this
paramount industry. . Fruit-growing
was increasing by leaps and bounds,
largely in consequence of the fostering
care of the present government, and
it .would be his aim'to encourage the
growth of both large and small fruits,
and to make of this. Province what it
cught to become-—the orchard of the
Empire. (Applause.) And it was not
at all improbable that within some 15
or 20 'years hence, the exports of fruit
‘would bring into British Columbia a
Jlarger amount of money than any
other of its industries, except perhaps
lumber. (Applause.) In respect to the
production . of poultry and eggs, the
farmers and small capitalists occupied
precigely the same position, which was
the lot of ‘the butter producer, eight or
‘ten years ago, for this was due chiefly
to the ‘lack ‘of co-operation, and until
they were able to secure cash for both
poultry and eggs, enabling ‘them ' to
purchase at all times in the cheapest
market, no:or little alteration could
cccur in these conditions. What co-
operation had accomplished in the
matter of butter production, it could
bring -about in:this particular, .and he
hoped that the government, before the
year ‘'was out, ywould decide to intro-
duce inte -this country the egg-collect-
ing  station system, which existed in
Denmark and in Swéden. ' (Applause,)
He had heard it said that they were
giving the timber. wealth of the Pro-
vince away to Americans, etc.,, but was
this so? During the present year the
sum of $900,000 had been contributed
to the revenue from timber licenses
alone, and there was no reason ex-
isted for belleving that it would be less
during the current season, but these
twenty-one-year leaseholders were ob-
Hged to pay $140 per square mile of
their limits, and in addition a royalty
of fifty cents per thousand feet upon
all the timber cut, which figure, more-
over, could be increased at any time
to say, $1 or $2 per 1,000 feet. (Ap-
plause.) This was certainly not giv-
ing away the heritage of the people,
and he knew of no country in the
world which possessed a bettér timber
policy. (Applause.)

The Cowichan Bay Lease.

The Cowichan Bay lease had given
the local government the opportunity
of showing its progressiveness in con-
nection with the handling of the fish-
eries, Liord Herschell having decided
in the case of Nova Scotia vs. the
Dominion government, that the pro-
prietary right in the fish belonged to
the provinces. Regulations were now
being enforced by the attorney:gen-
eral, who was also commissioner of
. tisheries and revenue .was being col-
lected, It was not.a guestign of can

&

(Ap-t

we do it? for we were doing it. (Ap-
plause.) And if it became necessary
.10 go to the privy council in order to
Dbrotect our rights, it would be done.
(Applause.) And although he did not
believe that this lease had been can-
celled, he doubted very much whether
the holders of it would venture to fight
the Province, even-with the Dominion
‘government at their back. (Applause.)
It was further worthy of remark that
the salmon fisheries .were deteriorat-
ing, and the pack had-decreased mno
less than 72 per. cent in the last'12
years. The fact was that the people
at Ottawa were altogether too far
away to handle these fisheries proper-
ly, “(Applause.) This charge of right
belonged to us, and we ‘proposed to
exercise it. (Applause.) During the
past eight years, although the Indians
had decreased by 1,200, the Indian re-
serves which were claimed by the Do-
minion government, had increased .no
less than 45,000 acres. Wa sthis right?
Nor was it common sense, and we pro-
posed to interfere. In 1875 it had
been solemnly ~agreed that these re-
serves were/held in trust, and it iwas
further covenanted that in the event
of the, Indians.‘decreasing in number,
the abandoned lands should revert to
the Province. All honor to the govern-
ment for having compelled the Domin-
ion government and the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway Co. to Tecognize the
claims of the'Province in the case ‘of
the Prince Rupert townsite, which un-
der the present arrangement must be
surveyed by the 1st of next September,
while the' work of railway construction
must have begun on the 1st instant.
‘While furthermore building was forced

4 at this’end instead of having, 28 the

company proposed, the work to 'be
pushed from ‘the east to the west. (Ap-
plause.) Nothing had been done in
his experience of fifteen years that
had tended more towards the develop-
ment of the Province than this recent
contract and agreement with the G. T.
P.. (Applause.)
Preservation of Fishing Rights.

The preservation of the fishing and
shooting rights over the E. & N. rail-
way grant lands deserved particular
attention. For while nothing could in-
duce him to repudiate any act of any
previous government, that company
must be rigidly kept within the four
corners of the act of 1884, which trans-
ferred these 1% million acres. (Ap-
plause). And the very moment that
the C.P.R. company prevented A. and
B. from fishing or shooting on.these
lands, while they allowed *C. and D. to
do so, these lands at once became tax-
able. (Applause). And it further be-
came his bounden duty—as ..member
for the. district—to fight to the utter-
most such a proposition as was now
being made. (Applause). On seeing in
the press the report that fishing and
shooting on these lands was to be here-
after restricted; he had at once written
Mr. Marpole who stated that the report
was incorrect, as they only intended to
preserve a section of Cowichan river
for hotel guests. But while the word-
ing was different, the idea was exact-
ly the same.  And it was quite clear
that if the company had this right
over so much as 100 yards of this riv-
er, it also-had an equalyright over all
‘the 'miles ‘of Englishman’s river, of
Campbell's river, etc., etc., throughout
their 1% million ag¢res. . This was but
the eptering wedge and the time to stop
them—was + NQW. ¢Great applause).

Twb days after heafing from Mr.
Marpele he' had writtén .te’ the Pre-
mier, enclosing.a gopy, of ,Mr. Mar-
pole's letter and here ‘the amatter at
present  rested. The. Premier’s reply
was as follows: sk,

“I'have carefully’ c‘dnside"r'e§ “your let-
ter of the 12th inst., protesting strong-
Iy against 'the proposal of the C.P.R. to
exclude the public from Cewichan
river,...I hope to bring the matter be-
fore the council at an early date. The
government would' now take up this
miatter and he would assist'to the best
of HiS power.” (Applause). In addition
to the clearing ‘out of Somenos creek
and the building of the Mill Bay Gold-
stream road, Mr. Hayward took credit
for compelling the B. C.
way company, which h been given
the right to divert 7,000 inkhes from the
Koksilah river and Shawhkigan lake im
order to gain 18,000 horse-power for
the Victoria . district, although this
stream only carried a few hundred
inches in the summer time, to leave
undisturbed at the point of diversion as
much ' water as flows in the summer
down this river; and resumed his seat
amid the hearty plaudits of the audi-

ence.
Hon. Richard McBride.

Han. Richard McBride, on rising was
received with prolonged applause. He
said:

“It is a great pleasure to me to learn
that your member finds the time to
discuss during the recess public ques-
tions  in 'a- non-political fashion, and
with the'absence of the acrimony which
is_almost unavoidable during heated
contests. I have known Mr. Hayward
during'ten years and I do not hesitate
to say that he is one of the most use-
ful and most ‘highly valued members
of the House, and one who, when he
has anything to say, not only says it
well but invariably holds the close at-
tention of his fellow legislators. (Ap-
plause). - He made an excellent repu-
tation for himself when he represent-
ed Esquimalt and since that time his
conduct has ‘been such that that high
reputation has becomeé very much en-
Hhanced indeed. (Applause). Mr. Hay-
-ward undoubtedly and deservedly en-
Jd0ys the confidence of the great rma-
Jority of the électors of this riding; and
I hope and”belleve that he will long
retaln that confidence untarnished and
unimpaired. (Applause). It is maost
remarkable what tremendous strides
British' Columbia—with a population of
less” than 300,000 whites and with all
her varied and wonderful resources—
is and has been steadily making.

““We have a very large extent of ter-
ritory and a great task before us: but
further—and this is quite a strong fac-
tor in the situation—we have.alien ter-
ritory, both to the north and to the
south of us, in Alaska and on Wash-
ington.

“But a week ago, I addressed in the
Fernie opera house a ‘meeting of some
800 people consisting for the most part
of miners, and a very sturdy and de-
serving people they are; and tonight
although I am hundreds of milés from
Fernie, I feel that the same sentiments
pervade the“large audience assembled
here, and that you are also animated
with the same go-ahead and the same
united 'spirit, which must eventually
make of this province what nature has
80 evidently’ intended her to be—the
banner province of the Dominion of
Canada: (Applause),

“I can assure you, ladies and gen-
tlemen, that I am delighted in getting
back to Duncans, which is certainly
one of the most charming and ideal
locations in all British Columhia, and
I recall with much pleasure my former
visits here. Only a few days ago I re-
turned from a pleasant trip through
the Okanagan, Kootenay, Southeast
Kootenay and:  Boundary districts,
starting from Vernon and speaking, ‘as
I now am, to brother British Columbi-
ans, it is a: matter for mitual con-
gratulation that on every hand were

to be witnessed the most encouraging

lectric Tram- |

signs of the most substantial progress
and of marked development.

“Mr.. Hayward® ‘has already pretty
well covered the ground; and I cordial-
ly indorse what he has said in regard
to fruit-raising and the desirability of
advancing this ‘important branch of
horticulture. = At the same time, we
know that there are difficulties in the
way. Land must be cleared and roads
built, and many obstacles overcome be-
fore it can be made.to pay; but'in spite
of all drawbacks, it is highly gratify-
ing to know that so much has been ac-
complished in these directions in this
beautiful’ part of the island. Present
land values speak volumes in tlﬂs con-
nection, and I am told on the best of
authority that land which could only
have been sold a .few years ago for
practicadly a song, will now easily bring
a very decent figure. (Applause.) And
while there has been no boom, & good,
strong and healthy demand exists for
soil which is tillable and adapted for
fruit-growing and mixed farming. And
I can assure you that as far as the gov-
ernment is. concerned, we will do our
very best to help on this most impor-
tant work. (Applause.)

The ‘Fruit Lands.

‘““We have already tried in a quiet but
very effective way to show what the
fruit lands of British Columbia can do,
and the degree of success which has

.attended our efforts is shown by the

premiums which our fruit has secured
in the keenest competitions known ‘to
the whole world. (Applause.)

“It is an absolutely wonderful thing,
it must be confessed, that specimens of
fruit have gone from this province
which in this particular was practically
unknown but a few years ago, to the
great exhibtions of the Empire, and
carried off unquestioningly the noblest
premiums and the highest awards; and
what is almost a more wonderful thing,
all this has been done at practically no
cost to the people of this country (ap-
plause),. for these splendid ' exhibits,
when sold-at public auction, have de-
frayed every penny of the expenditure
incurred, (Applause.) And this, I
think, it will be generally admiited, is
conducting a great public work upon
successful and purely business lines.
(Applause.) While the @ magnifient
showing .which we have made in the
markets of the world also furnishes the
best possible inducement to our people
to persevere and to do still better.

“Already the :people of the East are
making active inquiry for the fruit
which is produced both on the mainland
and upon this island. And although
much of the responsibility must rest
with. the people themselves, I at once
recognize the fact that a great deal is
left for the government to do. We
have-a live; vigorous and wide awake
department of -agriculture, which, by
means of these exhibitions, has demon-~
strated to the world that the wonderful
stories which have been told of British
Columbia’s, fruit-growing possibilities
have by no means been exaggerated,
while through a very close supervision
of ‘nursery work and a proper inspec-
tion of orchards, we have sought to
glve to fruit-growers all the protection
to which they are justly entitled. (Ap-
plause.)

“It is a very easy thing indeed to
criticise and find fault,, but eyery
right and 'fair-minded man will, I
think, agree with me that the work
which has been aeccomplished by 'this
department during the past five years
has really been grand - work; ‘which
‘will enablé our people ‘to develop thor-
oughly the rémarkable fruitfgrowing
resources, with which® this ‘provinee
has heen so“bountifully endowed by
natufe. (Applapse.) ;jThe Provincial
Gdvernment will certainly hesitate:at
no expenditure which is within our fin-
ancial means in ‘order. to encourage
and spur on the fruit grower and the
farmer to do everything that is neces-
sary to place this important industry
upon the high plane of success which
it should, occupy. (Applause.) Some
say that our best and most available

|'markets will be found in the North-

west Territories, in . Northern British
Columbia and in Alaska, -but others
who have carefully studied the situa-
tion tell me that we should: not be
satisfied ,with these outlets, but should
make the almost inexhaustible wants
of the Mother. Country, where our
fruit can readily command the very
highest going prices, our main objec-
tive point. (Applause.) -
Poultry Production.

“I now come to the question of
poultry ‘and egg production, to which
during the past two years Mr. Hay-
ward has' devoted so much earnest at-
tention and unflagging interest. It is
a very easy thing indeed to tell you
that this field in this Province is most
attractive, but it is not quite so easy
to find a remedy for the existing state
of affairs, although I can tell you as
an unquestionable fact that it is ab-
solutely impossible at the present time
to obtain the supplies which are con-
sumed in this Province from local
sources, For fully ninety per cent of
the poultry which is eaten on our
steamers, in our trains and at our
hotels is produced outside the Pro-
‘vince,

“It will at once be asked: Why is
this the case? in view of the fact that
British Columbia is peculiarly suitable
for this industry, but as the conse-
quence of the different 'journeyinas
which I have from time to time made
through the Province I.am forced to
the, conclusion that our people are as
yet ‘scarcely prepared to go into this
business upon the required scale, ow-
ing to the lack. of the necessary capi-
tal. I certainly trust that the day is
now not far distant when a. sufficient
quantity of both poultry and of eggs
will be produced in this Province for
home econsumption. The statement
may be advanced that the government
should do something, but so far as
has been within our power. we have
tried to do our part by sending out
abundant supplies of appropriate lit-
erature, and by demonstrating in every
possible way to the farmer the profit
which may be derived from the pro-
duction of poultry and of eggs. (Ap-
plause.) i

Game Preserving.

“The present attitude of the C, P.
R. in respect to shooting and fishing
rights on the 'E. & N. Railway land
grant, has  been very correctly out-
lined by Mr. Hay.ward, and I must say
that I am heartily in sympathy with
his position, and I cannot bring my-
self to believe that ‘the Parliament of
British Columbia :when it passeq the
act which gave this grant of land to
the E. & N. Railway Co. intended to
confer the ‘rights which . are now
claimed by 'the C. P. R. Co.s repre-
sentatives. But after reading the
newspaper interviews and listening to
Mr. Hayward's letter tonight, it has
occurred to mre that perhaps this mat-
ter has not received that exhaustive
consideration at the hands of the offi-
cers of that corporation which ques-
tions of like importance have tn the
past invarlably obtained, ani T can-
not believe thdt a corporation .avhich
is spending hundreds of thousanis of
dollars upon Vancouver Island, and
which is both ready and an:iyis io
develop this valuable section of the
Province, will do anything tha: may
have a tendency and very possibly a
most declded tendency, to alienate the
goodwill and the heéarty cosoperation

&
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of its residents without which it can-
not hope to: suceeed in‘ earrying to
comiplete fruition the .important plans
which they hdve undertaken. ‘

“We 'arq told that ' this company
means practieally to fence off a very
considerable part of Duncans and the
Cowichan district. As a financial pro-
position .alone this: seems. to me .in
the circumstances of the case, to be
unwise, and I am very glad indeed to
be ‘able to endorse tonight the sentl-
ments and the language which My,
Hayward has used in.dealing \with this
question, and I moreover consider it to

.be a most fortunate thing. that the

people of this constituency  have in
thelr represemtative a maa possessed
of the stamina and courage required
to take up ' and grapple with such an
issue in such a manly and vigorous
fashion. (Applause.)

“Mr. Hayward has shown that it has
technical sides which may ap;.eal very
strongly to the 'layman, but I would
discuss it on larger ground, and from
the point of view of general policy.
And it would be in my opinion a'very
false view to take and a very unwise!
thing to do if the C. P. R. corporation |
proposes to tell the people of Vancou-
ver Isiand that these lands form a pre-
Serve upon’ which no resident may go.
Let us hope that 6n making “{yrther
examination and a closer investigation,
the C. P, R. Co. will-remain saiisfled
in_leaving the waters of the Coaichan
River and in neighboring territory,
within the E. &:N. land grant to the

uardianship of the residents and set-
tlers, who'for seme years past appear
to. have taken yery (good care indeed
of this property.: And further, I think
that the people. here are pessessed of:
sufficient public spirit and have such
a high sense of what is fair and right
as to see that the privileges which
they have so.freely enjoyed for many
vears past, .will remain efually un-
abused in the future. (Applause.)

“So far as I"am able to co-operate
with Mr. Hayward I:shall leave noth-
ing’ undone to render the advocacy of
these undoubted rights of the people—
as emphatic as well" as successful as
possible; as I most strongly ‘desire that
the sportsmen of Duncans sha,ﬂ con=~
tinue in the enjoyment of tHU same
rights and the same privileges, ‘which
they have so happily enjoyed evet since
this place became a regularly settled
community.

The Indian Reserves.

The 'government is endeavoring to
have the respective rights$ of the prov-
ince and of the Dominjon in the Indian
reserves sgettled on¢e for all, at the
earliest possible moment. It is how-
ever very amusing to note the fact that
it has not been until within the last
few months that so much importance
as is now accorded was attached to
the rights of the province in these
lands by the Dominion government;
and I am glad to tell you that the local
government is  moving towards the
final adjudication of this question. We
were. always under the impression that
the statute law would amply safeguard
the sacred agreement which was made
in respect to these lands, between Brit-
ish. Columbia and the Dominion; but I
very much regret to state that of late
the federal authorities have for some
inexplicable reason-. exhibited a very
grasping and unfair spizit, and "if we
were disposed to permit it they weuld
soon almest completely wipe out of ex-
istence any rights which we possess in
these reserves.

“The situation is shortly this: these
reserves were gral for use while the
indians jived on themsj but whern they
died out; or. moved away; or surrender-
ed their rights, suéh.lanfs reverted to
the province; but ‘the tduthorifies at
Ottawa have gone soifar as to holl that
the reversionary interest belongs—not
to this province—but Ao the Dominion.
I have every confidence that we will ul-
timately succeed in our contention.
(Applause).. The Indian has his rights
and we would not be Britishers if we
did ot respect them, and We propose
to give to them "British fair play.
(Applause). But when we witness hun-
dreds of acres of wonderfully valuable
land overgrown with 'noxious weeds
and become nothing save a nutsory
ground for all manner of pests, we
have reason: for some impatience. For
a 'long time, moreover, we have re-
fused, as was the custom in the past,
to make any more Indian reserves.

The Fisheries.

“In 'regard to the 'Cowichan .Bay
lease, I will simply say this: that .the
provincial government is at the pres-
ent time endeavoring to enforce. the
statute of 1901, in which I am glad io
say, we are having the generai co-
operation of the canners , and fisher-
men. §

The Privy Council has declared: that
the proprietary right in .the fish is
ours. We have -bheen invested with a
certain authority, ané we- would: be
false to our trust if we did not bring
down legislation upon . this subject-—
our only desire being to help this great
industry, to aid the fishermen and to
conserve the natural resources of the
country. (Applausé).

“We do not belive it possible to
govern these ° fisheries ' properly —
quite 3,000 miles away; and we feel
that, under local. eontrol, with proper
safeguards they will be more efficiently
looked after than is the present order
of things; and to aftain that end we
have already: set in,motion the machin-
ery of the provincial laws, and we fully
expect to see good results following our
action during the present year.

“For the past fiye or six years tha
provincial government has been' sup-
porting one of our best hatcheries. in
Seaton LaKe—without any. assistance
whatever from our‘fishermen and can-
ners; ' We have lost patience with Ot-
tawa—I have gone to Ottawa, Mr. Ful-
ton hds gone to Ottawa and others as
well—but without good result. Qttawa,
has, ‘as a matter “of ' fact, been
trifling with question and
has  refused to! treat it in' g
wholesome  and legitimate way.
And I very much regret to be g¢bliged
to make so emppatic a statement. Sinze
1908 I have takem. & vary prominent
part with my colleague in the ‘attempt
to arrange this question once for ail,

but so far- without awvail.

“We have no desire ' to make any
money out of our fisheries, nor do i
think that our people wish to prey upon

this

‘the fisheries for the purpose of filling

up the treasury. We merely wish to
help out the fishermién and  canners
and to advance the intérests of this im-
portamt industry. 'We have the finest
and the richest fisheries in the world,
yet we must acknowledge that govern-
ment custody and management has so
far been far from satisfactory. But
clothed, as we now are, by the power
of the Privy Council with the: protec-
tion of our fisheries and the exercise
of jurisdiction over property rights, it
has become our bounden and emphatic
duty to'leave nothing undons, to: en-
force our prowincial rights to the letier
and to give ur fisheries every pro-
tection that 'the law of the .land  will
allow. ' (Applause). We do not, how-
ever, propose to make any. political
capital out of this matter and we have
no desire to score against the Liberals
or those who differ in any way from
our political views. ‘We have been en-
trusted with the gévernment of the

country and the direction of public

business; and it.is-simply: our wish to
perform our ' duties in the best interest
of all concerned, whether they be Coi-
servatives or Liberals @ or  Socialists,
etc. : 4 A :

: The Treasury.

“MY. Hayward has spoken warmly
of the good work which has been ac-
complisnéd” In the financial depart-,
ment by Capt. Tagtlow, and it is a
great- pleasure to me to add that he
has not sald a word too much. Pains-
taking and at the same time kind and
patient to a degtee, the finance min-

dster ‘has spared himself no exertion

to ‘crown the operations of his depart-
ment with the most complete success,
and in making this statement I think
that I very closely echo the senti-
ments of fully 90 per cent. of the
people of British Columbia. (Ap-
plguse.)

“When we came into office in 1903
the province was ‘practically bank-
rupt, whereas at the present moment
our financial standing and reputation
are second to that of no other colony
in the empire. (Applause.) Capital,
which was shy and nervous as far as
our interests are concerned, has be-
come wholely re-assured, and invest-
ments are made in our midst with
alacrity and the most unquestioned
confidence, while Mr. Turner, and there
is no better authority, -infoerims = us
from London’that the demand for
Britisk Columbia® securities is and
has been for some considerable time
stronger a healthier than it ever was
at any previous period in our history.
(Applause.) , While the finande: min-
ister’s good work has been recognized
at home as well ‘as abroad, my other
colleagues have been equally diligent
and quite as successful in the admin-
istration of their respective depart-
ments. (Applause.)

The 'Question of Taxes.
“I would: like to say a word or two

‘in respect to the policy of: the gov-

ernment on the question of  taxation
as I find that a good deal of interest
is being evinced throughout British
Columbia on this subject and particu-
larly in connection with the working
of our school system. The changes
which we introduced shortly after our
accession. to office in this relation
were undoubtedly a drastic departure
from the former order of things, but [
venture to say that the changes which
we made have effected a vast im-
provement in conditions. Previously,

local attention was languid and ‘al-
most non-existent; while now, when the
residents of each locality must - take
some substantial  part in the working
OUt\XM the school system, the happy

resylt is that the schools have becomeg
the {centres of an active' and most
beneficial public interest. - (Applause.)
With respect to the incidence of tax-
ation, I have ‘good reason to "believe
that a feeling exists, in° Duncans at
all events, in faver of making person-
alty and income as well as realty,
stibject to school ' taxation, on . the
ground that with such a change in the,
present system, more satisfactory re-
sults would-be achieved. When I re-
turn to Victoria this matter will be
taken under consideration, and the
views thus outlined ¥ully dealt with.
(Apbplause.)
Department of Education.

‘While I.am on this subject 1. may:
say that the department of public in-
struction purposes hereafter to supply
a considerabie .propertien of school
books free. (Applause.) It is proposed
by the minister of edueation to fur-
nish such books as readers, works on
arlithmetgic. and. eopy-books free to.the

:pupils: df;, ours public sghools from:the

beginning . of next; term, ‘and regula-
tlons ig: reference to their distribution
will be issued in the near future (Ap-
plause.)  We have in addition decided
after. having carefully considered .the
statistics and local conditions to sup-
ply a Union Jack free to each school
in the pwoyince, and at the same time
instructions will be given for flag drill,
to the end that our boys and our girls
may learn more than in the existing
situation is likely often to be the case;
about the good, old Union Jack, as
well as the great and manifold bless-
ings which we and all"who live under
its protection enjoy. (Applause.)
Provingial University.

¢ must not forget, while I am on this
subject, to refer to our plan for estab-
Hshing a' provincial university and
raising the whole standard of higher
education by means of a most generous
and ample ‘endowment. - We are and
will be ecareful to move slowly in bring-
ing this momentous measure to’ its
final completion, for we are determined
to found in this great province the best
nniversity in all Canada. Further,
ladies and gentlemen, I fully believe
that we can do it. = (Applause.) And
within the mext two or three years we
expect to confer upon the youth of this
province a properly equipped teaching
body and curriculum which will most
favorably  compare with afiy that can
be: found either in Canada,. in  thed
‘United States or in the mother land.]
(Applause.) 'We have amongst. us, un-
questionably, all the material that can
and will justify this . bold conception.
(Applause:)

““We have particularly in view the
provision of schools n mining and in
forestry, for where else have they such
immense mineral resources. awaiting
development . and = such magnificent
stores of timber? And I am, moreover,
fully convinced that we will draw many
students from the provinces of Alberta,
Sackatchewan and Manitoba, as well as
from ‘many’ states south . of the Iline.
(Applause.) t g i

Civil Service.

The tivil service question: may at
first sight be considered rather a dry
subject ,but you would find upon mak-
ing investigation that the civil servants
of the province cost you & tremendous
sum annually; and that the efficieney
of this service is a matter well worthy
of mosi serious attention. It was only
the other dav when all Canada was
alarmed by the finding of‘a royal com-.
mission, appointed by the government
at Ottawa, - that its marine ' depart-
ment was demoralized, and now some-
thing is said to be seriously wrong with
the " militia ~department.. We must
have, ladies and gentlemen, a clean, a
decent and a thoroughly efficient ‘civil
service. “Applause.) The civil serv-
ice of this province:is, I am happy 1o
say,-one‘of the finest character, and we
are trying to make it better and better
all the time. :(Applause.)

“We passed in the'last session an act
regulatling the. standing of the service,
and ' we propose. next session to g0
further and to provide a system of pen-
sions which will be in the nature of an-
nuities, ¢ Fiinu

Railway "Extension

“Then in respeet to. railways, since
1903, mot a single acre of land or a
single dollar of public-money has ‘been
granted in aid.of railway construction,
and yet“ iU is most interesting to. note
the fact that more actual railway con-
struction is at this moment in progress
within our boundaries than has.been
the case at.any oné time, not only
since Confederation, but since British
‘Columbia  became! a civilized com-
munity, (Applause.) We  have - now
building the V. V. & E. in ‘Southeast
Kootenay, sections of the’ Kootenay
road in the' valley of the Fraser and the
Alberni extensfon, and it actually does
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better without government; bonuses
than they did when they were in re=
ceipt .of thes fayors. from:the govern-
ments of the day, While, in addition to
all this, it should noi bg forgotten that
one of the first acts of the present gov-
ernment was to increase railway taxa-
tion from $18 to $90'a mile or five hun-
dred per cent. (Applause.) And while
we have made every endeavor to en-
courage the growth and the extension
of, legitimate "railway enterprises, re-
ceiving with open arms the Grand
Trunk Pacific, the Canadian ‘Pacific
and the Great Northern; we have given
the coldest 6f cold shoulders to 'the
charter-mongers, and I do not at all
mind telling you that-we want no more
of them. (Applause.) H

“Five years ago we had some 150,000
miles of railway lines in view, on pa-
per, but today we have genuine activity
in much-needed and important rail-
way construction, and let us keep up
the good old work. We have the Grand
Trunk Pacific; we wish to see more
of Mz, Hill’'s roads; we have the C. P.
R. building, and presently, no doubt,
we will have Mackenzie and Mann
knocking at our doors. Let us ‘give
decent, intelligent. encouragement to
‘these’ undertakings; but ‘lei’ us give
nothing more. You probably heard thel
cry raised last winter that this gov-
ernment was 'a C. P. R. government.
There is nothing cheaper, nothing easier
than for sorne enthusiastic' Liberal to
shout that we are the creatures of that
corporation. I have sugcessfully denied
it from one end of the country to the
other; and I'am very hdppy in being
able 1o say that this government is ab-
solutely free ‘from and independent of
the dominance of both individuals and
corporations, being a government of
the people, for the people, and just so
iong as we maintain this strong and
impregnable position, so long will we
keep and enjoy theé respect and the
goodwill of the great body .6f the
electors *of the province of British Co-
lumbia. (Applause.)

Better Terms.

When I'came to Duncans some time
ago—the most interesting of all topics
was the question of better terms; and
while for the time being, no particular
prominence may be given to this most
important issue, that great agitation
has only just commenced, and the bat-
tle must-be carried to a successful fin-
ish and our demands receive that com-
plete recognition to wHich they are so
justly entitled. (Applause.)

When the tremendous territory to.the
North, which: awaits development, as
well as the country in our Southern
sections, are brought .to remembrance,
it is quite evident that the matter of
better terms must be kept uncomprom-
isingly to the front. (Applause.)

The Asiatic Question.

And now a word or two on the Asi-
atic 'question.

The abuse which has appeared in the
columns of the Vancouver ‘World would |
‘lead one to'the conclusion  that this
government was a party to the compar-
atively reécent tremendous influx of
these peoples; - but it cannot be too
clearly understood that this ' govern-
ment stands for-a white man’s country,
‘We_have absolutely no use for the Ja-
panese, the Chinaman and .the Hindoo,
because we believe-that they cannet as-
similate with us. And as long as the
breath of life remains in my body 1 will
stand for that ideal. (Applauge.) . Since
1903 we have spared. no-effert to im-
press. upen the administration at Ot-
tawa jthe ‘necessity of ‘makihg:ithei re~
strictive laws:as drastic .as they can b
-made, and although'.until matters re-
adjust themselves some little incon-
venience may be felt at harvest time,
you may rest assurred that if we seri-
ously propese to make this prowince a
white man’s country, we.cannot by any
possibility expect to succeed so long as
we encourage the Chinaman and other
Asiatics ‘to come amongst ‘us. The
Government has made a substantial at-
tempt to carry its policy on this ‘sub-
ject into practical effect, and have act-
ed with the Salvation Army.

“While in the Okanagan Tecently 1
made careful enquiries in regard to the
class of men and women = who have
been brought into this province through
the agency of that organization, and I
was informed that it has been very
satisfaetory indeed, being in' fact so
far, a tremendous success: (Applause.)

“In a word it is the strong desire of
the government to keep British Colum-
bia for white people, to secure the pas-
sage and rigid enforcement of ecloser
restriction laws, and to bring within
our boundarfes an influx of the white
races, which alone can bring about the
conditions  that will make -its people
contented, happy and prosperous. (Ap-
plause.) § 5

* ' Some Questions.

W, P. Javnes inquired whether it ywas
possible for the government to induce
the. Tndian department .at Ottawa to
secure ..the suppression of noxious
weeds upon the Indian reserve. The
Canadian - thistle in  particular was
spreading over these lands, and no ac-
tion was being faken to stamp out this
pest, and if no change in policy were
made the community at large would be
inyolved in an ' expenditure of hun-
dreds‘of dollars to remedy the evil.

Hon. 'Mr. McBride said "he under-
stood that there was a Federal official
whose principal business lay in the care
of Indian orchards and in the remov-
al’ of {pests; but ‘if - any instance was
brought {o the attention of the grovern-
ment where ‘this “work was neglected
‘they would ‘' leave mnothing undone
toward ‘applying a ‘remeédy. oy

Mr. Jaynes—The fact is that nothing
is ever done: i /

Mr. Hayward—We had the Dominion
governmeént inspector up here last
year, when Mr. Dodds was employed

the Indians’ trees, and was paid for it.
. 'W. R. Robertson (the Indian agent)—
Certain orchards, and wherever the
work ‘was necessary, were sprayed by
Mr. Dodds and his gssistant.. And Dr.
Fletcher himself made the inspection.

A voice—“Theére is a great difference
in axperts, then.”

Hon. Mr. McBride—‘I am quite sat-
isfled that if the matter is brought to
the attention of the department, the
Bovernments of Ottawa and Viectoria
will see that proper protection is af-
forded to you.” (Applause.) "

1 'Mr. Jaynes—“Is it advisable for the
munigipality to pass a bylaw on the
| subject ?” g

Hon, Mr. McBride—"The municipal-
ity is empowered under the Municipal
Clauses Act to pass sach a bylaw;
and then there is the General Act. But

take action in the matter, the noxious
weeds in this instance would be the
councillors themselves, and you should
replace them ‘with mien who will act.”
(Laughter and applause.)

A Somenos. Lake.

Mr. Hayward brought:up the clear-
ing out of Somenos Lake, towards
which the Provincial Government had’
made a handsome grant, and urged
that it was now the especial duty of
the ‘landed ' proprietors interested to
raise a fund ‘'to keep the outlet: clear.
No ltkgllhoqd could be’'held out of the
local government doing anything more
in this direction, and it was the duty
of the proprietors mentioned to do the

seein 10" me that the rallWays are doing

)

‘baldance. ‘(Applause))”

by’ the Dominion government 1o spray|I

if the municipal councillors neglect to |
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G. S."ARNETT, °
Victoria, May 28th, 1908.

In reply to Mr. Angus McKinnon,
who desired to hawe. information on
the, subject of E. & N. settlers’ surface
rights, the Hon. Mr.. McBride stated
that it was not the intention of the
government to go beyond the provis-
ions ‘of the settlers” act, ‘which was
passed three years ago. This question
had been discussed at the last session
of the legislature, and the position of
the government had been 6n that oc-
casion, sufficiently defined. They had.
in point of fact, done everything, which!
was fair and right towards these set-
tlers; and some had even held that
they had gone to: extremes; but he,
for his ‘own part, felt. quite satisfled
that what had been accomplished, was
precisely what was fair, and Tight
and decent. (Applause).

Mr. McKinnon—*It. it fair that we
should be assessed at the same rate
as our neighbors, with Crown grant.
lands?” . X

Hon. Mr. Me¢Bride—*"If your assess-
ment is unfair, 'appeal in the first
place to the court of revision, and
then, if you think it necessary, to the
supreme’ court; for this.is .a matter,
which is entirely in the hands of the
individuals affected.” :

Mr. McKinnon—"“But an appeal " to
the supreme court is expensive.”

Hon, Mr. McBride—"As far as the
rights of the E. & N. Ry, Co. arc
congerned, the . government has done,
and is doing its. very best to have
thém determined finally, and for all
time to come. We found on the files
a number of -unsettled questions,
when we came into office; and the
question of the E. & N.' settlers’ rights
‘is’' one of ‘them. . ‘We. have been reallv
L in earnest from start to finish, to give
fair-play to the settlers, and I think,
that we have succeeded. (Applause).

And although Mr. J. ‘A. Macdonald,
the leader of the opposition, said, that
was humbugging the people, after
the question had ‘been taken to the
privy council, he endeavored to go
us one better; and tried to enlarge
this legislation by the introduction of
certain resolutions, but I have stuck
to my guns, and propose to stick to
them to the end. (Applause). I wilt
_give perfectly fair dealing to every E.
& N. settler, but I will give no more.
(Applause). - =

$If Mr. McKinnon, or any other mau
is suffering’ any wrong, he has the
courts to go to, and if by reason of
the fact that ceal land lies beneath his:
soil, his assessment should be affected,|
then if he could sell his land for $100
an acre, he should in all fairness,
knock ,off $50 from the price (Laugh-
ter and applauce)..

Mr. McKinnon—"“The Railway com-
pany has a right to be taxed.”

Hon. Mr. McBride—“If the E. & N.

Railway company is obliged to pav
‘any taxes, this government will see
that it pays those taxes. But if this
goentleman has discovered that his ass-
| essment is' wrong, that the valuation
of his lands is not correct, and that
a great deal of the value of the prop-
erty 18 under the soil, he should see
| that the value of his farm is cut down,
‘and if he sells and is offered $100 an
‘acre, he' should cut his price in two.
“(Applause).
. On motion of the Hom. Mr. Mc-
Bride, seconded by Mr. Hayward, the
i chairman, Mr. Blyth, was warmiyv
‘thanked for his seryvices, and with
hearty cheers for the premier and the
g?pular local member, the proceedinss|
‘closéd at' eleven o'clock:
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