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/Christmas Season Brings_ 

Happiness To Thousands =c ereit.y 
, ___________ _ of the manger. What I have en-

. . deavored to do is to answer theSanta Claus come from? Back in ...
the third century there was bom in question my boys have asked me 
Panthera, a town in Syria, Asia over and over again during the last 
Minor, a boy who became a priest at few weeks. And if your children are 
an early age. This boy eventually also seeking the truth as to the real, 
became bishop of Myra, and was later ity of their Christmas friend. I hope 
known as Saint Nicholas, the most you wiu strive to correct the false 
popular saint in all Christendom. It notion of those who think they know 
is said of St. Nicholas that in passing better, and say with assurance, "Yes, 
an Inn he entered, went into the cel- there is a Santa Claus." 
lar, stood before a tub in which were 
the dismembered bodies of three boys 
whom the robber innkeeper had mur­
dered, and called them back to life. 
Thus St. Nicholas has always been 
the patron saint of all school boys.

BY JAMES C. RAIT.
No day in all the year fills the 

heart of each one with such joy, 
such happiness and such tendencies 
as Christmas. Our fire of generous 
impulses burns at its highest. For 
one day in the 365 we feel toward 
our fellow-man as we should; every­
where the “Peace on earth, good­
will to men" rings out.

Though some people today feel that 
we are losing the proper vision of 
Christmas and that it is fast depre­
ciating into a mere commercial affair, 
an affair of give and take, and the 
giving for the sake of receiving, yet 
Christmas is still a hallowed day, 
even if we but consider the pure 
pleasure this day brings to the thou­
sands of children throughout the 
land, and the comfort it brings to 
those who are not so fortunate or 
are not blessed with much of the 
comforts this earth has to offer— 
even, I say, if we but consider these 
two features of this day, it more 
than overbalances any commercial-

Another story of St. Nicholas deals 
with his generosity. St. Nicholas, 
being born of wealthy parents, 
eventually possessed great wealth, 
and in his home town, Panthera, lived 
a rich noble who had lost all his 
money. This noble had three daugh­
ters of marriageable age, but lack of 
money for their dowries had kept 
them in “single blessedness.”
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Covers Entire Globe.
St. Nicholas, who heard of this, 

threw a well-filled purse of money 
through an open casement at the 

____ __________ _________ noble's home. This purse took his 
for this pleasure, this comfort, this eldest daughter off his hands. On 
pity is given in honor of Him whose two other occasions 
birthday it is.

Press the Button 
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ism that may have entered into it.

"I hope it'sfurther purses 
were thrown through convenient open 
windows, and so the three daughters 
were married and lived happy ever 
after.

Synonymous with Christmas is 
Santa Claus, the friend of little chil­
dren, and if we older people would 
only let him, he would be the friend 
of grown-ups as well. I shudder to 
think of the terrible catastrophe 
were Santa Claus to suddenly cease 
to exist. Think of the acute disap­
pointment to the thousands upon 
thousands of little children who look 
for him eagerly ' for months before 
his scheduled day. Imagine their 
disappointment on Christmas morn­
ing when their requests to Santa did 
not materialize and you will agree 
with me that it would be a dreadful 
calamity to the human race.

Santa Claus Exists.
Some who read this might say, 

“But you know there is no Santa 
Claus.”

You’re wrong;, there is a Santa 
Claus. He lives just as surely as the 
love of a mother for her child lives, 
just as surely as the devotion of the 
patriot, as the zeal of the martyr. 
Yes, it's impossible to see Santa 
Claus, but that does not prove his 
non-existence. We cannot see any 
of the virtues, but we know they live 
and no greater virtue exists than that 
which brings happiness to the chil­
dren of the world.

Santa Claus. Where did the name

Christmas and the 
Home Trees Become Popular.

More homes every year are having 
their gally-decorated fir trees on 
which are hung the gifts for each 
member of the family. It might be 
Interesting to learn that we are in­
debted to Germany for this impor­
tant feature of this season. While 
the origin goes away back to the 
days of Egypt, the Christmas tree as 
we know it is of more recent date. 
In the city of Strassburg, during the 
sixteenth century, the practice as we 
have it now was quite common. 
About two hundred years later the 
custom spread along the Rhine, and 
in the nineteenth century it became 
a common practice in Germany. It 
was not, however, until the begin­
ning of the twentieth century that 
its practice became universal. A few 
years has made it the most popular 
of all Christmas customs, so that 

today it has been adopted throughout 
the entire Christian world, having 
about thrown Into the discard the 
hanging up of the stocking in which 
we used to take so much delight 
when we were youngsters not so 
many years ago.

I have rambled on, saying little

and start an electrical household. 
Here’s a gift for every member of the 
family.
Flashlights, Radio Sets, "Sunbowls," 
Electric Toasters, Irons, Curlers, Per- 
colators. Stoves—everything to make 
housework easier and life more com- 
fortable.

Our electrical equipment is as high in 
quality as it is reasonable in price.

7NAKE your gift this Christmas one for the home. There is 
1always something to be replaced or something to be added 

to make it more enjoyable. The gift need not be large; we’ 
have a wide range of gift items that will tone up the home, or 
brighten up odd corners. Take our advice

Buy the Home a Gift "Yes, it's a 

BROWNIEThomas 240 Dundas St. Cowan Hardware 
Limited

125-127 DUNDAS ST.

Phones 3461-3462.

An easily worked camera, 
Eastman-made, that will 
make good pictures for any 
one. Just the thing for the 
children's Christmas,

Brownie prices start at $2.00

A Set of J H Back & Co.
Photographic Supplies.

810 Dundas St.
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6for Christmas 2*94 *
What home do you know where such a gift would 
not be greatly appreciated?
Well filled book shelves are essential to any fine 
Canadian home. They not only yield the joy and 
benefit of reading—they create a genteel atmos­
phere.
Our stock is large and varied both as to authors 
and bindings. Come in before the rush and let us 
show you.

9
Wendell Holmes Bookshops

LONDON AND ST. THOMAS 
Mail Orders Prepaid.
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Christmas is a period 
in the year when the Electrical Gifts

ifts you desire Out-of-the-Ordinary
Gifts for Your 
Special Friends—

rarest Sure To Pleaseshould be obtained. SXita 1
The Hydro Shop has a magnificent display of beautiful 
and useful articles that will make ideal Christmas gifts. 
When you give something electrical you are certain 
to please, because your present will be lasting, and it 
will bring joy to the recipient every day in the year.

Christmas is the most appropriate time to buy 
a Piano. d

This wonderful instrument is available at the 
smallest possible initial payment with ex­
tremely convenient subsequent payments.

Willow Hall never had such a wonderfully varied 
and artistically beautiful stock of distinctive gift 
suggestions as are to be found here now. Here in 
great array are China Pieces, Glassware, Brass 
Novelties, Tapestries, in unending variety. Come 
in while everything is complete.

Vain
Let Us Help You Select 

That Christmas Gift
It will add wonderfully to the appearance of 
your music, or living room and it will be a 
source of continual joy to you and your family.

There is something here for everybody, young or old, 
and the very reasonable prices will surprise you.

• •11f
Next week an unique shipment 
will arrive from Hong Kong, 
China. This will contain excep­
tional ideas for gifts to your special 
friends. V

Make a small deposit and we will lay any article away 
for you until Christmas..... ______Try it before you buy it!

^

GERHARD
The Hydro Shop 

Headquarters for Christmas Gifts.

DUNDAS AND WELLINGTON STS. PHONE 7000.

LIMITED

222 DUNDAS ST. 
LONDON Y) OW M11 10

"CANADA‘S GREATEST PIANO” 440 CLARENCE STREET. a
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