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thing In woman?" Guy said, trying to 
disguise his anxiety under an appear
ance of carelesaleas.

“It is such a pretty voice,” she an
swered, too much absorbed in her 
own thoughts to heed the eagerness 
In his manner, “very low and sweet, 
with a little tremor In It sometimes. 
Ah, the cottage is in sight! And 
there is Mr. Litton's horse waiting."

Sir Frederic, from the box-seat of 
the break, glanced back at his wife, 
as his eyes fell upon the big bay 
horse fastened to the school house 
railings; but at the same moment Mr. 
Litton came out of the cottage, clos
ed the door after him with the air of 
an habitue, swung himself into the 
saddle, and rode down the hill toward 
them.

"Oh, papa, there is Mr. Litton!
Please stop. I want to inquire after 
Mrs. Grant. He has been to the cot
tage, and she must be 111,” cried 
Madge eagerly; and Sir Frederic
nulled up his horses, and Guy follow
ed suit.

Mr. Litton rode up, looking graver 
and paler than his wont, lifting his 
lat to Lady Oliphant.

“You have been to the school-
house,” said Madge eagerly.

Mrs. Grant Is not 111, I hope?”
"She is not very well,” he answer

ed, smiling at her; “but there is nr 
need for anxiety, Miss Oliphant."

“May I go in and see her?" Madgr 
rsked, when her father interposed.

“As your mother is going to see he- 
this morning, it was the better fc 
vou to put off your visit, Madge. It i: 
not infectious, doctor, I presume?"

"What is not infectious?" aske< 
Mr. Litton, looking up in surprise 
>ut Sir Frederic’s face was impas 
ive.
“Mrs. Grant’s illness," he answere 

oolly.
“Infectious! Mrs. Grant’s illness' 

he young man answered, looking bt 
■iidercd; then suddenly recollectin 
imself, he added quickly. “Oh, dee 

’O, certainly not! She is a littl 
ver-tired, I think—that is all."
“Then she ought not to be trouble 

rith visitors,” said Sir Frederl 
We won’t detain you, Mr. Litton, 
uppose you are busy just now?" 
"Pretty well, Sir Frederic,” t! 

oung surgeon replied, as he lifte 
is hat once more and rode awa 

lu y Stuart looked after him keen! 
roung, handsome, graceful, it w: 
10 wonder that he should attract
voman’s love; but if-----

Guy’s train of thought was suddei 
y cut short by Sir Frederic drawir 
’P again at the schoolhouse to say 
ew words to his wife; and then V 
ireak drove on, the girl's pretty bli 
lyes looking wistfully at the cottai 
vindows.

“There must be some good in he 
o have won such a love as that 

• 3uy thought, as he helped Lady O! 
ihant to alight; and, while s' 
mocked at the cottage door, he loo' 
3d eagerly to see who would open it 

But she knocked twice without r> 
eiving any answer; and then, tr 

'ng the latch and finding it unfai 
ened, she entered the cottage.

“I will not keep you long, Guy 
3he said, with a smile; and, enterin 
the little passage as she spoke, si- 
met the schoolmistress coming dowr 
stairs with a cup and saucer in he 
hand. Had she been one momei 
sooner Guy Stuart’s curiosity woul
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having an u 
made from 
thle. and vhave been satisfied; but in that mo

ment Lady Oliphant had shut the 
door, and so prevented his seeing the 
woman whose description had so 
greatly interested him.

“Lady Oliphant!" Mrs. Grant ex
claimed, her hands trembling so 
much that the cup and saucer rattled 
against each other, and she could 
aarely retain her grasp of them.

“Yes. 1 am rather an early visitor; 
but I want to say a few words to you, 
Mrs. Grant."

In perfect silence, the schoolmis
tress preceded Lady Oliphant into the 
ittle sitting room. There was no fire 

and the chill and comfortless aspect 
)f the room struck her ladyship with 
i sense of forlorn desolation, which 
mined her; while the figure of the 
voman who stood facing her' with 
treat sed eyes, which had an expres
sion of unutterable misery in theii 
'epths, seemed in keeping with the 
oom. She was dressed, as usual, ir 
lack; but her attire had not the 
ainty freshness and neatness whicl 
enerally characterized it; as the 
eautiful chestnut hair was in disor- 
er, and she wore a large apron, as 

* she had been engaged in house 
'ork.
Lady Oliphant did not sit down 

nd Shirley stood facing her with ar 
Ir of deprecating sadness and hu 
lllity which her ladyship could no 
èlp regarding as a tacit confession o' 
uilt; but there was something about 
e slim black-robed figure, with it; 

ale lovely face and pathetic eyes 
hich touched Madge's mothei 
gainst her better judgment ant’ 
lade her task a more difficult ont 
'an it had appeared in anticipation 
“Mrs. Grant,” she said—and despite 

11 her efforts to render it stern, hei 
leasant voice trembled slightly— 
what I have to say to you this
:orning is very painful to me------ sc
sinful, indeed, that I cannot thin! 

’. will hurt you more to hear thar 
pains me to say it; but I am forced 

x do so."
Mrs. Grant made no answer; but 

ito the great sad eyes came a look 
f intense dread and shrinking and 
trror and the color faded from the 
weet lips, leaving them ashy pale.
“Will you not sit down?" Lady 

liphant said suddenly. “You do not 
'ok well. I fear your duties are too 
tuch for you.”
"No, oh, no!” the schoolmistress 

3 id very eagerly. “They are not 
ideed. I can perform them quite 
'sily. Pray do not think otherwise.” 
“And yet you are under constant 
edical care,” said her ladyship, a 

rifle more coldly; and a great wave 
f color rose in the pale face, then, 
iding left it colorless as before.
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Lovs k Conqueror have been glad to arouse her own 
anger against the schoolmistress be
fore reaching her cottage, in order tc 
be able to speak to her with firmness 
and decision, although she knew tha; 
one glance of Shirley’s hazel eye; 
would upset all her proposed speech
es and make her compassionate to
ward her poor erring sister.

“So many other strange thing; 
have been said of Mrs. Grant, Guy 
She has been seen—my husband him 
self saw her—coming out of a pub 
lie house on two occasions, and the 
say other, even worse things of he 
in the village."

“And Madge has been intimate wit’ 
such a person," said Guy, with in 
voluntary displeasure.

“I am grieved to say so,’ 
ed Lady Oliphant, sighing, 
ed to go to her constantly, and Mrs 

not be such a very wonderful thing ! Grant gave her music-lcssons, and w 
for them to fall in love with each oth- thought—Sir Frederic and I—that th< 
er, Lady Oliphant." | child was greatly improved since sh

“Not at all," she agreed promptly, saw so much of Mrs. Grant, who is ; 
"But Mr. Litton was almost engaged perfectly well-mannered woman, ex 
to Rosie Venn before this scandal; tremely graceful, and, I should thinl 
and the rector has sent Rosie away a lady by birth." 
on a visit, the poor child was grieving “But you had references with her 
bo much about it.” j surely?"

“But why does not some one take “No,” Lady Oliphant said simply
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"Mr. Litton is here frequently, I
nderstand," continued Lady Oil- 
ihant, “and you ce be his only pa-
ent here."
The fear in the lustrous hazel eyes 

eepened.
“Yes,” she said faintly.
“Then how can you be equal to 

our duties?” said Lady Oliphant, 
Jore gently.

(To be continued )
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"Would you describe Mrs. Grant to
me?” he said quietly.

“I would take you In to see her. 
only I am going on such a disagree
able errand,” she answered, smiling. 
“Ah, If you saw her, you would not 
be surprised at Mr. Litton's infatua
tion! She is very lovely; no words 
can be too warm in praise of her 

1 too^c y°ur naedicine beauty, and whatever Madge has told
.ÆKlIlifyi.l* felt like a ”®w wt you on the subject can hardly be tx- 

man. I could work
from morning till night and was happy asperated.’’
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