i
“¢f. Funds.
rought up the mat-
o the late Secretary
angd for which there
he books. Mr. Me-
ved a receipt, bat
stigation found that
Upon the suggestion
motion was passed
ie be considered as
rember pending the
to where tha cash

r new officers were
aind the names of J
hibald, F. C. Jamie-
cFarland placed .be-
All declined, but
to he wish of
accepted the
\ation.
vere those chosen:—
s M. 18
. Weir.

n,J. A. Mc-
J. W. Blain,
applications for
5. T. Baines, Geo.
as. E. Cox, the
ecided that the
nonth for four hours
he Board office, and
of the Board make a
applicants.
or small matters were
sting broke up. With
tting of old
prospect that
s for 1908 with re-
as a body of
hé community.
ance last night were
W. Marriott, Geo. F.
Blackwood,
Fred Burher, J. F.
Pppmri. Fred Sache,
M. Wheddington, Dr.
| Hotson, Dr. Fuller,
J. McKenzie, J. M.
dalmer, J. W. Blain,
P. Lewis.

dorte. S

PCALS.

by S. Q. O’'Brien this
bmoval of the old C.P.
e has purchased from

e Strathcona hospital
a visit to her home

1 which was to have
pk is postponed on aec-
th of Mrs. Hill late
adies aid of the Hos-

ght talk with all sick
uwal cause of Stomach,
ailments. To explain
eake Stomach .nerves
weakness, I am sare
And it is the same
s or weak Kidneys.
escription—Dr. Shoops
promptly reaches ail-
ach, Heart and Kid-
to drug the stomach
Feart or Kidneys. These
es simiply““neeed nrore
pstoratiev is the only
espressly for these
séeing you personallyr,
u free, my new bouklet
o Do.”” T will also ‘send
torative as well.: Write
ay. It will surely in-
ess Dr. Shoop, Box 8,
sale by all dealers.

ket. It is of
makes, and

t,and Eddy’s

actors

noney. We are
ail work.
Counters,
ppared at

TD.

Pron
ONTON. ALTA.

ES

GLES

LIMITED

TON
. 0. Drawer 26

INTEREST MARKS

Continued from page one.

waiting an independent railway eom-
mission with federal supetvision of all
Canadian railroads, :

Hon. Mr. Cushing Opens Debate.

Coming directly to the point in
hand, the minister continued:

“The honorable member for High
River would have the government ac-
quire all railways running north and
south in Alberta, but he -did not indi-
cate what course he :would pursue if
he were to undertake such an enter-
prise as acquiring the railroads of this
province, - There are, howéver, . two
principal corporations, the €. and E.
10 Macleod, and the A "& I. R, from
Iethbridge to the boundaty.. The

from here to Macleod wonld aost

mething like $30,000 a mile,' and 400

les of this railway. would cost $12,-
#)0.,000.

“Again in respect to that northern
] urged by the honorable member
ior High River, there would be several
hundred miles to cover, and if we
ake a3 an approximate. cost per mile

ntracts being let on the road
i here, we haye a sum of $25,000
or about $16,000.000, for this
his resolution calls upon the

1ce to expend, ;
is said of one road in the pro-
rince running north and south at the
ent time that the ecompany own-
ing this road are eontemplating an-
other one in & similar direction in the
near future some thirty or forty miles
from the present line.- This same
company has also intimated its inten-
ion of confinuing its-present road to
the Peaeé River Country some three
or four hundred miles north- of -this

city -at an-early date.

“There is -also another transeontin-
ental railway making its way as rap-
idly as possibler.acrogs the continent
that is pledged.and I thiek bound un-
der its charter to build branech: lines
wherever the needs of the country re-
quire them,

Railways Now In Prespect,

“There is another company estab-
lished in this province that has in-
timated its policy to build branches
wherever they can get business to
feed its main lines. And, sir. theve
is still another great transcontinental
railway company that is building in
this direction, and it is the opiniop
of those who are in a position to know
that in a very short time this com-
pany will be competing for the trans-
portation bhusinesg of this province.
Surely the hon. member has been ill-
advised in this matter, or he has not
given it due consideration in view of
what I have mentioned in connection
with the prospective railway building
in: this provinee, when he comes be-
fore: this assembly with the. proposai
that he makes to-day in his resolu-
tion. s
“The hon, member must know, un-
lesd ‘He i85 completely devoid .of busi-

ness ‘common-sense, that it is' a very
serious ‘matter to undetrtake the build-
ing and operation ‘of a railway in the
face of the powerftll competition that
it would have "to" face with the eom-
panies I have mentioned.

“In_the first place it would take
at least two years before preparations
could be made to commence an wun-
dertaking of this kind. There is also
the financial side te the question,
which would involve the credit of the
province to a very- large extent on a
speculative venture, and when the
road or roads were completed, they
WwHld be at the meérey of-the  linesq
I have mentioned for the through
traffic they would be interested * in.
These, Mr. Speaker, are gomé oi the
questions that require to be consid-
ered, and considered very - carefully
before the Government should embark
©on any such an undertaking as is sug-
gested by the resolution of the hon.
Member. From his remarks here to-
day it would not appear that he has
given the matter very much consider-
ation, if any at all,

“This Government and this Legis-
lature, Mr, Speaker, have gone a very
considerable length during-its short
tenure of office in demonstrating the
fact that théy are in" favor of the
principle of government ownership of
publie --utilities, - (Heat, hear!) and,
Sir, the Govegnment is prepared.to go
still further wheén the neéds“of the
people.- of -this Province require _it.
{Applause,)
< .Government Making Enquiries,

“The Governmeént recognize that
the transportation problem . ‘of ‘“this
Province is a very.important one, and
it has.been making investigations in
the matter and has. aecumulated &
very considerable amount of .inform-
ation in regard to this question,

“This Government is pledged to the
people of this Province to do all in
its power te have a railroad construet-
ed to Hudson’s Bay. We are carrying
out that pledge, and in conjunection
with the Provinee of Saskatchewan we
are memoralizing the Federal Gov-
ernment to take eteps to have this
road built at once. -If we do not sue-
ceed in ‘getting, the Government at
Ottawa to undertake it in the near
futureé it will ‘then be a question for
the two Provinces to consider whether
or not they sheuld jointly built’ this
road which will be the means of
bringing the great markets of the

world fo within as easy distance of |a railway policy or not.
a"l St

FEdmonton as ey daré to the ity of
Montreal, g

“I say, Mr. Speaker,  our. Governs
ment is alive to these important mat-
Jers and others “that I -might name,
that will assist in the develspment of
this country and give the nfoducers of
wealth that come here.to do. the pio-
ficer work and endare the bardships
incident to opening up a new country
proper facilities*¥o make the “Hest of
their opportunities, ' When we have
these matfers properly considered and
RNave some definite plan worked out
that. will commend: iteelf to the good
sense of the legistature as well as fhe
people - of this Provinee; when fthe
Government have such endorsement it

be long in delivering the goods. BHiit,

tamp, into enacting abortive
lqhtm_q with,, respect. to raﬂwayskgr
anything elee by meambers opposite
wjhp are not charged with the réespon-
sibility of managing the affairs of this
Provinee.””

* The Member for Rosebud,

edchglibe'"‘" rising to speak, express-
QOpinion that in the three
years. since the province was created
{f:;e liad been nothing done to better
£pcitation; and while he was not
snra that the . resolution before -the
house embediéd all he might like fo
bring sbout, he would support it.

It weuld at least, he thotight, stir
Up private companies wanting railroad
charters but reluctant to begin con-
struction. Tt might be a big under-
taking to buy the C.'& E. road or to
bdild other roads, but the undertak-
ings of the province ought not to be
bigger than the province. (Hear,
hear! from government benches.)
He stated he knew of localities in Al-
berta where péople were 50 and 60
miles from a railroad and could not
make grain grcwing profitable be-
cause of the distance. He advocated
building railroads, not as revenue pro-
ducers, but to help the people, the
province being ahle to horrow funds
for public works af a rate half as great
as the ipdividual farmer paid.

If the €. & E. were too expensive to
buy, he urged the government to build
a road from Coutts to Edmonton;
then having that they might build tc
Hudson’s Bay. It was a good thing
to open up new territory.

“In ten years’ time most of us
here now will—,” hesitated the mem:
ber for Rosebud, his thought appear-
ing suddenly deflected—*“will feel that
we're getting old, and we will hand
over affairs to a young generation,’
he ended somewhat blankly.

Mr. Cushing, he stated, had dweltl
upon the various transcontinenta
lines racing for Alberta. Now, he
would suggest -that government-ownec
roads north and seuth would tap all
these and bring them inta competition
So whether these railroads would cost
the provinee 20 or 50 millions they
ought to get it, and perhaps help &
pay for..it by selling the townsites
along the route. He referred to the
very large increase in the value ol
C.P.R. stoeks since thg construction
of that road; and he prophesied some:
thing similar for government-owneécd
roads here.

Fletcher Bredin Speaks,

He was followed by Mr: .Bredin, whe
spoke at some length and with force-
fulness: *““The resolution -of the hon
member for High River is nothing,”
he said, “'if it is not ambitious. . ]
think it may be taken as a compli-
ment to the constructive and execw
tive ability of this government. The
hon. leader of the Opposition has such
faith in the government that he asks
them to do things and assume res
ponsibilities that would be considerec
monumenital if they could be divested
of the ridiculous. He has no: deub
bzen pleased with the evidence . o
energy as manifested in’ the importan
and far-reaching work, performed ; b}
the agricultuwral ‘department of /this
province, ;

“He has been favorably impressec
with -the: magnitude and worth; of th
work, dene by this government in con
nection with the.supervision of = th’
950 sehiools in this. new provinee. . Wt
may, believe that he has observed tha’
this government, always cuts s gar
ments according to its cloth, in othe’
words, fhat their expenditure is at al
times well within the line of revenue
He has seén evolved from the Aftorney
General’s department, in an incred
ibly short space of time, the legal ma
chinery now in force in the province
that would do honor to any common
wealth in the world.

*«Prom -the -resolution I-think wi
may reasonably .infer that the hon
member for High River has viewe
with. unexampled .satisfaction th
manner in which this governmen
spans our rivers with bridges of iro
and concrete. That he has note
with pleasure the rearing of_magmﬁ
eent pites of public puildings in differ
ent parts of the province by this com
petent goverament, and he has seel
how this government has within tht
short space of one year built 60
miles of telephone lines and equippe«
numerous exchanges. at a cost pro
portionately that compares more tha;
favorably with the price paid by Mani
toba for the Bell system in that pro
vinee.

“Qur friends of the Opposition hav,
soeri” all’ these - things, ‘and many mo
that L have.not mentioned, done witl
do-muech gquietness,.and so little fric
tion; that they. have almost come
the point.-of investing this administra
tion . with = being all powerful. M
Speaker, neither by the magic }vprds
fior by the wave of the mragician’.
wand, can this = government in th
words of the resolution, “aequire the
railways in the provinee of Alberts
running north and south,” for the
simple reason that they are not fo
sale; and there is no power vested i
this government by which they ca
b confiscated.

“Much._as we on this side of the
house appreciate the graceful compli
ment paid .by the hon. member op
pasite to the ability of the govern
menf, we are sorry to have to inforn
them that the first part of their re
solution is palpably impractical.

“Mr. Speaker, we now come to the
altednative point -in this fishing re
solution. = I use the word “fishing
_ndvi'sed,ly, for I see by this morning’
edition of the press that this resolu

find out whether the government ha:
We all know:
Abewgonernmient is fully alive 1
the importafice of railway projectioxn
inta-the north country. But the;
have to jnove with caution, and afte
due: gonsideratipn: in, a matter tLa,
would involve the expenditure of no
Tess. thanTighteén millions of dollars
We have heerd from the Hon. Minis
ter of Public Works that the govern
ment have had the question of northy
ecn railways- under. consideration al
ready, and from what we know o
theiy methods in the past, we ca:
safely leave the matter in their hands
feeling sure that when thé proper tim~
come# théy will be heard from-in n
uncettain sound.
“Asto the:last section of the resolts
tion; Mr."Speéaker, I suppose that Hii

will be ready for action and will motj

Bir, it is not going to be cajoled or | tele

BOTH DEBATES

tion is brought forward expecting t..

i
Sider a cominission constifited as the
gonstituted to be the proper thing—
that is a commission of thrée men, all
of the same political stripe. In Aus

tralia, I think they.do things better.
Over there, they took a Canadian from

the sefvice of the Canadian Pacific

Railway and put him absolute over the
Australian. railways.. The result hag
been that he has brought order out of
chaos, and placed the island railways
on a paying basis.

Shows Up Flaw in Pilan,

J. R ‘Boyle, following Mr. Bredin,
proceeded to expose a (ﬁcided flaw in
the resolution. He. instanced the
various countries, like New Zealand
atid  Ahstralia, where povernment-
owned railways had proved sutcesss
ful, and he called attention to the fadt
that these countries, surrounded- by
the ocean, were independent of ‘othér
countries in their railway systems.

With: Alberta it was quite different.
Its inland position, surrounded - by
other provinces, made it alwayse to
some extent dependent upon trans-
confinental lines for the solution of
its transportation problems, and the
transcontinental lines were wunder
Federal control. "As an instance of
what might be expected to happen to
people living along lines independent
of the big trunk linés passing
through, the residents along the A.
and k. R. line, in the south, hive to
pay for grain along that road to Leth-
bridge almost half the rate paid by
farmers along the main line of: the
C.P.R. for through transport of grain
to the’coast.

A big trunk line arranges for
through rates from several points in
common. The grain coming in from
the _independent road, pays this
through rate and has in addition . to
pay the large extra haulage rate on
amaller lines, Although nearer the
coast than many other farmers along
the C.P.R., these people referred to in
the south paid far more for .trans-
portation. Last year their local rate
amounted to 10 cents a bushel. - The
ymull independent road was here a
handicap rather than an advantage to
the farmer.

In his - own constituency of 100
miles square, said Mr. Boyle,  there
was much room for railways. And
nce opened up it will soon have peo-
ple pouring.in to avail themselves of
its opportunities. © But to saddle this
young district with a heavy local rate
to get their grain to trunk lines, and
again a rate to bring it to the mar-
sets he felt to be unjust.

Moreover, as from Alberta’s inland
location the solution of its transporta-
tion problem will always be.  depen-
lent upon outside conditions, he felt
the house should not pledge the gov-
arnment’s credit at this time to con-
itruct roads in competition with those
roming in. In.a very few years
here will be seen the same race to
yuild railreads into the more north-
'rn districts that may now be witness-
ad in this seetion of the proyvinee.

There could be no good purpose
served, he :said, by this government
inancing branches for the big trans-
rontinental roads coming - in. That
was what it wonld amount. to. He
elt the government might better em-
sloy any spare funds in establishing
1 pork-packing and beef-curing plants,

He expressed himself.as strongly of
she: opinion that government . owner-
ship of rhilways was net , practicgble
.n a province-situated as Alberta was;
ind that such enterprises-shonld not
ye undertaken unless quite gpecial cir-
Jumstances -arose.

Work of Political Pettifogger?

John T. Moore, the member for Red
Deer, declared the country loeking for
he solution of whatever transporta-
ion problems it had did not do other-
vise than look to the responsible men
somposing a government, which had
seen elected by people who, with good
season, trusted in their administra-
ion: X

The resolution before the house he
1eld up_as being absurd in its erudity
md in ifs conglomerate or vague eon-
fition. ~ Were it not for Mr. Robert-
on’s strong professions of his sin-
serity in bringing it in, the member
or Red Deer stated he wowld have
aken it for the cmanation of some
yolitical pettifogger, who had palmed
t off on the member for High River.

This question of proper railway
ransportation was one of real magni
ude to the people of the province,
aid Mr. Moore, but it was an essen-
ial thing also that in a province of
sach widespread: proportions $hat the
-arious . districts should have com
ortable access to éach other: “This,’
aid the honorable member, obviously
eferring to the roads and bridges ’t_o
e construeted, ‘‘should come- first.

It was a simple statement, but onc
shich the miember for High. = River

fterwards contorted in s@eh a man-

.er that he was reproved by the ¢hai
ar misquoting this member. Mr.
foore proczeded to look for informa-
ion in the resolution, amnd finding

one, asked Mr. Robertson for definite
vord -of ho¥ many railways he ;pro-
yosed to secure and where they were

) be extended., Failing to. . extraet
wny.facts or figures, Mr. Moore turn
d his mind to the northern road pro-
josed—with as: little Juck. ; 3

“That sounds well,”” he s:ud_. “teo
ap the timber area and the mmer:ﬂ;
yeds and touch on the waterways o
he north: But won’t the road have

n irregular route, going out of ite
.ourse irom one .thing to - another:
fou carry ‘around your portable rail
oad until.you meet a minéral bed
nen drop: it there and make a ter
ninws,” econcluded the member wit!
ine sarcasm and amid much laugh:

3

In protesting agamst Mr, Robert
on’s plan of.an  ‘independent rail
/a4y Sommission.”’ Was this indepén-
‘ent commission to be under no ecen-
rol, or was it an”autocracy., Mr
tobertson, -he concluded, in dealing
sith  this_big question, hdd . been’ ¢
wvice playing wifh fire.

The government would of itself mee
he new enterprises awaiting  it, anc
roceed when it .was advisable. H
ffered in amendment to the resolu
ion the resolution given as above.

He Was Critical,

A. J. Roherdson, ricing fo reply ¥
Ir. Moore, stated he put no “fact
nd figures’’ in his resolution becaus
e felt that was not the place. H
mitted to state why he had not givef
n array of these - in' his address
fr. Bobertson was in a fighting moo’

Majesty’s Joyal Opposition would con | ind seemed to have got his imple

3on .in- Manitoba is|
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ments of war sadly mixed, for ha per-
istently - misquoied the member’ for

, implying that the latter said
He thought “comiortable communicas
tion between districts,” or, in other
words,. the telephone s§stem of more
importance than the farmers’ .pro-
blem of transportation.

There was a hot brush of words as
the member for Red Deer insisted
upon being properly represented.in his
reference to. ‘‘comiortable gccess be-
tween districts,” meaning roads and
bridges . all through the new districts
being opened up. ]

On. - mentioning the independent
railway commission proposed by him,
he was kept oceupied by the member
for Red Peer, who wanted fuller in-
formation as to the appointment and
personnel of a thoroughly independent
commission. . Although pressed to the
wall, Mr. Robertson dodged the ques-
tien; protesting, however, in his .in-
ability. to. reply-that Mr.. Moore’s ques-
tions were ‘‘too mumerouws,” (Laugh-
ter.)

He Could Not Understand.

Mr. Rosenroll, taking the floor next,
declared he could not see anything
practical eithér in Mr. Robertson’s
speeches or resolution.  He could not
understand how a gentleman could
rise on thé floor of the. house -and
andertake .to: move a resolution on a
subject of such 'great bearing to. the
counfry. Mr. Robertson should have
given facts and figures, he said, suffi-
cient for the men to vote on it.

What did Mr Rabertson propose to
do? Virtually to .cut out the section
of land comprised in Albertan boun-
daries to mnationalize the railroads
there and to leave the rest of the Do-
minion.

“I did not propose to mnationalize
the roads here,” Mr.-Robertson inter-
rupted.

‘“That only makes it worse. You
would have the government build the
road and leave it in competition with
many other roads. - When the time
comes- to hationdlize the , province’s
-ailways let it ba all or none.

That Halifax Platform.

W. C. Simmons, one of the keenest
debaters 6f the house, spoke- briefly
on the mattér undeér discussion. Mz
Bredin had, he said, struck the key-
note whén he said thé member for
High River had in _his resolution
mainly shown his admiration for and
confidence in the ability of the Al
herta government.

The member for High River  had
also, in =etting out his own ideas in
this resolution, given another hint of
why Borden had not rallied his people
together from teh different provinces
to . make that Halifax platform.
There was too great variety in *the
attitude of the different members of
his party.’s

“Personal!” cried out the Opposi-
tion benches. But the member for
Lethbridge, as usual, got his way in
coolly determined fashion, and by re-
peated quotations from the' ‘speeches
of R. L. Borden ifi* Toronto and ‘else
where showed that Mr. Robertson hn'd
quite run ahead of his chief in his
Views,

““When the demonstration has beer
made,” said Mr. Borden, reférring t
government railways, ‘‘the country
will ‘be ready té extend to the west.”

“Ddes he wait for the. Alberta. gowv
erhmeént t6 make tHe demonstration,’
asked: Mr.. Simmegs. ' Ls there an
other tribute there to the worth of the
Alberta government?

By reading the quotations; Mr. 8im

mons showed that - Mr.: +Robertson’
advocacy’ ‘of “government -owned- rail
ways-had quite ran:ahead of the Hali
fax platform. . - He found somethins
ihat. paralleled; .. hg+ said, ~however
Borden had been willing to-buy. th
C.P.R. line along the rocky shores.o
Superior; the member for High Rive
was urging the.government to buy th
C:P.R.’s -branch, the C. & E.
. He did not know whether or not Mr
Robertson had been told the C.P.R
wanted to sell the C. & E., but. 1
was well known they ware spending
thousands, even approaching millions
in the south, and that they planne«
v road to the north. country parallel
ing the C. & E. -~ Whether or not the’
now wanted to get rid of the old C. ¢
1% he did not know.

Mr. Robertson’s proposal  to ope:
:p the coal fields in the remote nort!
and bring the coal down here was lik
Yringing coals to Newcastle anc
searcely of much profit as yet.

After Mr.. Simmons’ address - th
auecstion was put tp the house anc
the amendment was carried.

To Protect Married Women.

Mr. - Puffer; of Lacombe,- spoke a'
ome -length upon- his. resolution
“That in the opinion of this hous
egislation should be enacted to prc
ride for more equal rights for marrie
vomen in respect to the holding ¢
yroperty, and also in regard to th
ight of dower. A couple of year
g0, Mr. Justice Stuart, then a mem
wer of the House, said Mr. Puffe
atroduced a bill similar to this. I
vag not dealt with fully , and wa
‘nally withdrawn, as it possibly migh
vave - interfered with the ‘propose:
egislation' on land titles. A ‘grea
nany people had brought up the sut
act to Mr. Puffer and a petition sigr
d by over 100 men had been sent: t
he government.

“Consider the conditions,” said Mt
uffer, “a ‘husband .can .sell all hi
woperty without eonsulting his wife-
1 the property held and earned b
“oth. He can sell his homestear
‘nd chattels without consulting hi
iife. © Wemen can own property i
heir own right, but speaking gene:
lly the man. owned the property. i
\Iberta, and he could dispose of ~i
vy will, also avithout consulting o
aforming. his- wife -or children.

“If -a husband dies: without ‘a .wil
us . wife is in quite another position-
she cannot sell or dispose of the prc
erty. for herself or her ¢hildren. BSp
wast have an administrator and th
axations of deldy, while the propert.
ught have supported ‘the . childre:
‘hen ‘small.  Women have spoket
-ery bitterly of their position in thi
egard,” said Mr.: Puffer.

“This diffieulty exists and causes 1
ot of harvdship for women, Famil:
lisputes may exist—do exist. Legis~
ition- is needed  to cover exceptione
ases; as now.”’

Many men and even judges had ad
uttad something should be dode
Tere Mr. Puffer warmly eulogiged th
rork of women in the west, and sta’
d that while almost all the marrie:

‘ouples who went homesteading pros

Y, ST,

pered, that the bachélor homesteader
failéd 1o make good, because he was
not married and had not the help of a
wife.. Mr. Puffer concluded with an

:earnést plea for this reselution to be

adopted. ;
Mr, Bredin Supports It.

. Mr. Fletcher Bredin, who seconded

the resolution, said: . “In rising to
second the resolution of the honorable
member: for -Lacombé, I wish to say
that. en more than one occasion my
atetntion has also been called to this
matser by women of-this province. .In
every case in. which I was spoken to,
the women .felt that the law was not
fair and - equitable towards them,
either as to the dispofition of their
hasband’s property .while he lived or
after his death, <

“The way the :z:aw now stands the
husband can make any disposition of
his estate that he likes, either by
sale, or will; -and can, if he so de-
=ires, leave his wife penniless. There
can be no two opinions as to the in-
justicz of the daw in this respect.

*“In the provinces of Prince Edward
Island, Wew Brumswick and Ontario
the wife is entitled t6.one-third, and
the husband cannot sell without the
wite releasing her dower. - In Mani-
toba there is no dower while the hus-
band is alive, and on his death the
wife is absolutely entitled to one-third
of his estate, and cannot be deprived
of her third by will or otherwise.

“It is said that if the law is chang-
ed it will lead to a great deal of liti-
gation that does not mow take place.
I'he most of the litigation arises from
the fact that the dower is only a life
estate. If the dower is made abso-
fate, it will do away with the greater
part of the litigation that possibly
might arise. 1 submit, Mr. Speaker,
that if litigation is required to ob-
:ain justice for the wives and mothears
of this province, it is better to have
iitigation than injustice.”

Wife Can Say ‘“Gol”

Mr. Resenrol, zising. to speak
against the resolution, drew upon his
sxperienee a8 a lawyer im the: ‘west.
e said the law had better remain as
it’ was, and no risk-should be run in
connection with the Land Titles’ Aect,
oné of the best in existenes, he  be-
deved.

Women in Alberta had equal rights
with their husbands, he believed, and
sometimes more.

For-instance, if a Wwoman owned the
nome or property and tired of her
nusband she could say “Go,” and
send him off. But he could not do
that with her. - It was a revelation
¢ him that any woman had to endure
aardship through the law as it stands
aere now. The only case he bad
known in 12 years of conveyancing
was of a woman who left her hushand
cor another man, and then came com-
plaining that she couldn’t get at her
nusband’s property. (Laughter.)
here was nothing to prevent 1 man
and wife here from holding their pro-
perty in community. )

Mr. Telford ‘spoke eloquently ‘in
avor of - the resolution, on which the
debate will Be continued this after

V-on.

At Evening' Session.

.. When .the House met at 8 o’clack
fon. Mr, Crass gave notice that he
will on  Thursday. néxt.introduce .a
»ill entitled .the Statute Law Amend-
ment act.” A bill to validate certain
sylaws oi the -city of Wetaskiwin, in-
stoduced by Mr. Hosenroll was given
t fivst reacling, and will come up for
¢cond readingson Friday next. “An
Act to Amend Chap. 53 of the Statutes
1 1906 .of-the Province of Alberta, be-
ng an act to imcorporate the.Alberta
Northwestern ' Railway : Company,” 4n-

rodnceds! oy Mr. Bredin, passed -a
.hird-reading, :

““An Aet reepecting Poisons,” intro-
luced by Mr. Brick, was brought up
or its sécond 'reading and the mem-
ser for® Peace River distriet: spoke
riefly in explanation of it, It was
-ecesitated, he said, by the ravages of
he wolves in the north, net only upon
he fur-bearing animals, but upon
1erds . of cattle and horses.  With an
nterchdnge of one of the pleasantries
i debate with the: member for Dids-
oury the bill was reierred to commit-
ee of the whole house and wil! come
p for consideration on Friday. The
onsideration of some bills that were
G.come up before committee of the
~hele was deferred until today. At
ais session Hon. Mr. Cushing made
v lendthy speech in moving the second
eading of the “Act to Amend the
‘oal Mines Aect for the Purpose of
Jimiting  Hours  of Work  Below
iround.” In his speech he set forth
he needs of the mirers, the admir-
ible reasons for this legislation and
wiswering the possible objections of
rperators.

On tbe conclusion of the speech
ounds of hearty applause greeted the
peaker, whose measure in the inter-
sts. oi the miners had recommended
tself to all who heard its unfolding.
. erisp, business-like sentences the
ainister of pubdlic works expressed his
vish to explain the workirlg and effect
4 the bill upon the miners, their em-
Jloyers and the consumers.

Hon. Mr, Cushing Speaks.

The evidence before the coal com-
aisison showed, he said, that the
ength of time constituting a working
lay in the Alberta mines varied een-
iderably. The large proportion of
ae men éngaged in getting out coal
sork not more than eight hours per
‘ay, those under contract to a certain
xtent regulating their own  hours.
chere had been substantial agréement
i the statements of the” men before
he coal commission that eight hours
inderground work was sufficient for
Ny man.

The toil was arduous and was done
n darkness, which was only made vie-
ble by the feeble light ‘of- ‘a -safety
amp. The air was bad and very often
ué temperature in which the men
vorked was very high. Miners were
ubject to  diseases: which ‘men who
‘orked in the.open-air were not gub-
ect to. ° Altogether the work under-
rround was disagreeable and labori-
as. The bill beiore the House pro-
sides for: a working day .of eight
wurs bank to bank. (Applause.)

Eight Hours Bank to Bank.

In reply to'the suggestion which has
reen made that there should be a
vorking day of eight hours at the face
f the mines bacause the mines differ
ery much in the distance of the work-
ng face front the shaft; 1 would point
ut th;lt goingto the working face of
he mines is a- necessary. pant of the

xniner’s daily occupation, “There were

sométimeés long distances of under-
ground walking in a stoopinig position
before the working face was reached,
and frequently the miners, aiter their
walk, had fo sit down-to rest before
actually beginnings their work.

The greater part of the time occu-
pied in getting-to the working face
ought therefore to be included in the
eight hours .of work, I think eight
hours long enough for any miner to
be engaged at work in subterraneous
gloom. - The men have  pointed out
how in the short days of winter:they
would go dewn the pit in the morning
before it was light, and would not
come up again until after the sun had
gone down. Day after day they wounld
go .down, speixling their liyes in
darkness, both above and  below
ground; and that had a very depres-
sing effect upon their constitution. I
think -there i3 a great deal im that
contention coupled with the fact that
while down the pit the miner was fae-
ed with the daily dangers and diffi-
culties of his oceupation;

From the health point of view there
is no nced to argue the bill.

With regard to the wages of the
worker, -they: would always depend in
the long run upon his output. Ii any
body thought this proposed reduection
of the hours would increase the de-
mand for = workmen, and therefore
would increase wages, I hope that idea
would be dispelled, because it was
quite certain from an economiec point
of view, that a man’s wages would de-

put.

This poin’ will be dealt with when
we discu¢s later- on the question of
output.

More Comfort in Life.

I think the demand for this legisla-
tion by so large a number of men, who
live by coal mining, ought to have
the greatest respect paid to it by this
House. I do not think the men want
shorter hours to damage the trade by
which they live, but rather to culti-
vate to some extent the amenities of
home life; fo improve themselves men-
tally, and to enable them to take a
still more active share in public life
in which they already take a promin-
ent part,

Many .of the men m their evidenee
before the coal commission wished to
have more time in order tq improve
themselves by study in the evenings.
A man who had to get up at five
o’clock in the morning to go to work
ior ten hours underground could not
be fit at the close of that period either

pend in the long run: upon his out-|

e

physically or mentally for anything
in the nature of educational pursuits.
A large number of those employed
in the mines were young men. For
them it was absolutely necessary that
they should have a shorter working
day; it wds absolutely necessary to
give them some little " brightness and
hope while they were still young, if
they were to develop that vigorous
manhood upon which the forces of the
nation rested, but the desire for men-
tal improvement and intelleetual .pro-
gress was arrested if not absolutely
stifled by reason of the long hours
and onerous conditions under - which
they labored.

It is also clear that the institution
of a legal limit of the working day
of coal miners cannot be-regarded: as
being out of harmony ‘with the ffod-
ern tendeney of labor .legislation in
other countries, -and in view 'of this
iact the coal owners of Alberta can-
not therefore complain ‘of excessive
governmental interfc.ence.

Action is World-Wide.

Austria- was the first country to leg-
ally regulate the hours of workers in
cocal mines and in 1884 prescribed a
limit to the miners’ work shiit, a lim-
it which was greatly reduced bv a
subsequent law passed in June, 1901.
: The French act brought into effeet
lin 1905 provided that the hours  of
work in mines should be gradually re-
duced from their present number to
¢ight hours per day. The proposed
British bill of 1907 followed this ex-
ample. That bill stated = that the
hours of work below ground in coal
mines should be yradually. reduced
till they reach the limit of eight
hours,

A bill in the spring ot the year went
as far as the second reading, but it
was finally decided to hold any legis-
ation until the report of the imperial
coal eommission was received.  When
parliament met again in . August the
question waz deferred until-the session
f 'this year, when there is every rea-
son to believe that this legislation will
bha rn:'.‘--wi,

Germany had also stringent colliery
legislation. The German government
realized that in the high temperature
f pits, six hours was long enough to
be employed underground., The law in
Holland  camé into forcel Nevember
Ist, 1906, and provides for’a nine hour
lay. After January 1st,- 1908, 8 1-2
hours a day.” In Holland they reckon
the time irom the beginning of the

Continued on page five.
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Take a Look at a Farm
Fence Worth Building

Ideal is the recoghized standard fence for C
permanence. Canadian farmers are buying more ldeal Fence to-duy than any.other make.”

anadian Railways. Railroads build fences for
ut fence at the rate of 30 miles a day. You

w there must be reasons. ' Just. take a good
ument for buying :

FENCE

Looks strong, doesn’t it? It #s strong. 1y's made tolast. Allmade of i

both horizontals and uprights. Heaviestfence wires used. It adjustx:ior.sgel};ni;d:xtte:eln?:se:i
temperature. That's why Ideal fence always stands up erect. The lock.which is used at
every intersection of wires is shown in lower left hand corner. Neither climbing over nor
horning, nor crowding, nor anything else can make the wires slip. Itis not a fence that gets

eads in and hogs root their way through. You
at the picture but look at the fence itself for

that. More heavily galvanized than any other. Easy to build, fits any surface, hilly or level

en‘ sound? People who have investigated it

answer yes. That's whyso wany

are buyifir it. Take a little time to think of ziz essentials of g i
f good fencing before you buy.
The Ideal has afl of them. Wekn w. you'll want Ideal when you knuwglbuu: i!{ Wrize

FREE.

The Ideal Fence Co.,

Limited
Winnipeg, Manitoba

We invite you to exmine

Cowboy Gauntlets
They are one example of

velvety softness, combined

our chrome process.
Perfect fitting, warm,

Insist on Sto

al's

Made at
Acton Ont,,

by Canada’s
Oldest Glovers

at your dealer's a pair of Storey’s

the

"v'ith

greatest pliability and toughness,
imparted to our gloves and mitts by

com-

fortable—buy Siorey’s
and invest wisely.
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