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Letter to The Planet—Entertaining Description of

Day’s Purchasing Trip.
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Letter From Germany

rites Another Interesting
a

; :

Jome with me this morning on {a
irchasing expedition! The Frost
ing has apent many days with ms
iis scason and has been so well
leased with his receptiom, that he
as just signified his intention of
prolonging his stay. Our supply of
coal is burning low; severer wea-
ther than that of last winter and
additional fires are responsible for
our insufficiency.” Now do not-shrug
your pretty showlders, gemtle reader,
end exclaim, Ohb, horrors! A visit
to a coal yard, what an uninterest-
ing place! On the contrary I can
(assure you that such a visit is dull
“A.ipterest, and as we.wend jour way
I will tell you about my

rchase of coal in Germany.

ver forget it. Not KpoWing'| fa

p “to ‘go for it and having mo
1 ‘whatever of how .fuel was
|- ght “in Dutchland, I  asked the
rwoman who was oleaning and
king ready the flat for our oc-
ation to accompany me and fulfil
rrand, that I might. learn how
.yrohase for myself in.the future.
{ ¢took me a little way ‘across
street ‘down into a' shop kept
(he cellar of the building, ‘and
} *can imagine my horror and dis-
;v"whon I discovered the pro-
i tio be none other than old
4+ the Jew, one of Dickens' most
‘L characters. It was really
re lous to see how perfectly he
ered ' to every detail of the
or’s description, I néver thought
dave seen, much less tio have
fen to the unrighteous persecu- ;
.of poor, - little Oliver Twlst, and
here I was, asit were, bearding
lion in his very den. The-mar-
passage way lined on either.side
h seyeral heaps of coal and coke,
fo free entrance to the chief
% room at the back, andi‘the two
38 on the side, comprising'.qhe
fling of old Fagan well nigh fim.|
fble. I did not venture eyond
*ytore rooms, so can tell gptywmo-
% about the kving rooms except 4
~a door leads into them from
£ Judging from the inmates,
jver, who tushed out to catch
dimpse of the “Englanderin,” I
¥truthfully say that no such:
Yo as “cleanliness is mnext to
“iness” hange over the inner door.
fappearance of the old Jew him-
told me he had mever flearned
is youth, that the earth’s sur-
was divided into land and water,
that the latter comprised three-
tth's of this in order to ‘insure
ficient for man’s personal use.
Jily that the flat I had leased
8 but a very short distance rfruna
8 pension in which we were board!
t and in which we had imet sev-
il wealthy members of New York
1 Boston societly, I should have
mght I had chosen a home iin 'a
¥ disreputable part of the'city
‘The presence of these ladies,
ver, in the self-same pension as
guests reassumed me, for 1
that if this part of 'the city
" not at all desirable, they would
./ have spent Sseveral, months of
ssidence in' it. But to return to
ne business in hand. | oH0K B
The woman ordered a half bushel
of coal for which I -pa:d fifty ipfen-
nige; this equals twelve and a |half
gents in Canad.an monegy. A small
bundle of kindling sticks aboubt @
foot lodg to the yalue of ‘twenty
pfennige . or five cents  completed

X

.1 was ouriously interest-
od; wondering if coal and kindling
was supposed to be ordered every
Hitherto I had been accus-
toraed to baving my coal ordered by

i bon, and eyen the reader will
ywledge that a slight difference
é&n&w,‘ does exist between this
"t and 'a half bashel. The old
'measured the: coal into a loose-
yeén sack, threw it aoross his
== r, and taking ' the bundle of
‘ ‘hig band signified his readi-
deliver the fuel.

}' the woman suit her pace

. order to direct him, { hur-

&s the street, rushed guick-

e stai Ma.s:%.ﬂa-t rand

 pressed and is
Besides

Fortminately there was very little
furniture in the kitchen at the time,
and the woman was at hand ‘to ire-
move the unpleasant traces of old
Fagan's, visit. The coal was suffi-
cient to heat all the water meces-
sary for cleaning, and when I de-
si ‘a second supply, I procured la
large heavy paper sack and bade ithe
woman go and fetomh it herself. Be-
fore ithis was consumed, I learned
bthat a part of the cellar and, the
attic in the house was at my dis-
1 l, and also where and how ‘ta
guy my coal in larger quantities, so
that my dealings with the old Wew
been very' limited.

» The ,coal and briketis which are
brought to . the minature shop of
gan are conveyed thither in a
hand wagon drawn by himself and
son, his wife or daughter being ‘in
atibtendance upon the customers dur-
ing their absence, and shovelling out
the measure of coal. The vehicle in
question has a ocarrying capacity of
about a ton, and upon the days the
old man feels his age entitles him
to an extra hour or two ‘for wecrea-
tion, the som and daughter act ‘as
substitutes for the four-footed quad-
rupeds generally used by Chatham
coal merchants for such a purpose.

But here we are at our idestina-
tion, and passing through the ever
open  gateway, we soon reach the
modest little ten by twelve build-
ing usually comstituting the ecoal
yard office, ‘Before entering, we
pause foy a moment to note ‘the isur-
roundings, and find it is completely
encircled by temporary mountains
formed of all grades and kinds fof
coal and. coke, the demand in 'Berlin
for the' latter beigg much greater
than that in Chatham. We see men
everywhere ‘about us engaged in
screening - the coaly otherwise we
should openly declare it had never
yndergone ‘any . such: process, so dirty
;st ‘i‘!}h when it is put into the cellar
ol & pureh ier after tier of
Mmﬁnﬁﬁﬁ’z‘fm‘m being the
most in use, we find lining (the en-

‘closure of the yard. :

In earlier times a sort off a brown
coal, much of which came from Bo-
hemia, was principally used for heat-
ingpurposes, but within the last ten
years this product has been found in
great quantities in -the neighbor-
hood of Senftenberg, a small town
not far from Berlin. This material
being soft and inclined to easily
crumble, is not in its natural form
practicable for general use. Wiith
the aid of machinery, however, it be-
comes powdered, mixed with water,
pressed into brick shapes, heated and
dried, when it is ready for the mar-
ket, and is sold under the name of
“brikets,” These are loaded in and
out of a wagon by means of a low,
box-like affair, the bottom of which
is curved so,as to readily accommo-
date itself to the back of .a man as he
stoops, upon whidéh it is carried 'to
and fro, being kept in place by at-
tached ropes held in ,each hand.
These boxes, made frowl very heavy
lumber, weighty in themselves, are
capable of holding one hundred and
fifty large brikets. Youn will, there-
fore, readily perceive that the back
of a 'German coal carrier does indeed
bear many a burden. These brikets
are sold from two dollars to two dol-
lars and fifty cents per thousand, ac-
cording to size. The fuel chiefly used
in the kitchen stove or machine, as
the Germans ' term this household

| article, is called stein coal; it is a

harder material than that which is
always mixed with
J these
-another kind of coal is produced in
Germany, but it is not used as fuel;
From this latter, parafine oil is ex-
tracted and is used in the manufac-
ture of candles, which are mueh used
here.

‘Now, if we step inside the office We
shall meet a young girl, who bears

every appearance of having been most |

tenderly reared, ' but who has been

‘blown hither “by the adverse winds |

of fortune. After giving my orde
Iwillom with her for ahw:gi.:-g
‘utes, that an opportunity of learning

e- | something more about those in the
) lqwc; ranks i :

of 1

'~ CHATHAM ONT., SA

| home with a heart saddened by what

| poor receiving

above mentioned, |
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I have meen. It is quite frequently
the case that only two, three or five
cents is all that can daily be expended
in the buying of fuel, thas daboring
very scanty pay,
though rents are high, work heavy
‘and food expensive. These people sel-
dom know the luxury of a fire ex-
cept when one is necessary to ook

| the family sustenance. My pity for

the working poor has greatly increas-
ed since I came to Berlin; one sees
80 much of the dreary side of life

It was after just such a visit as
the one we have made to-day that I
met Bill Sykes, the companion in
orime ‘of old Fagan. T had ordered
my winter supply of fuel shortly af-
ter my arrival here, and it was to
be delivered on the morrow. The
morning came and went, however,
without its appearance, but during
the aftarnoon, wh>n T was quita alone
in the house, a ring at the bell sum-
moned me to the door. Upon open-
ing it. T saw three - coal-bgrimed
men standing ‘on the tnreshold, the
foremost of whom was Bill. One

'afforded me to study the face of

being in the extreme end of the cor-
ridor, which was only dimly lighted,
necessitated a lamp being held for
the men, in order that thsy might
see to properly pile away the brikets:
Not wishing to futther the acquaint-
ance of such undesirable specimens as
German eoal-carriers seemed to be, I
directed them to the porter's wife,
who first accompanied them to the
cellar and showed them where to e~
posit the fuel used in the kitchen
stove, and then came and attended
to their wants while they stowed
away the pressed coal. As this was
being done, the presence of the Ger-
man woman re-assuring me, . I stood
in the hall watching their opera-
tions, fo that ample opportunity was

Sykes. A< I beheld him, I wondered
if it were really possible that even
one belonging to the very lowest rank
in the social scale of feminality conld
éntartain the faintest spark of kind-
ly feeling for such a reproach to
manhood, but - Nance I have never
seen, though 'Berlin may boast of
many such as she.

Meeting one day a German genitle-

The design of the Ftom in" this
Friedlander suiit suggests ay Capuchin
hood over the shoulders and the ela-
borate ‘schéme of braids and fringe
further ‘this' impression. There is a
shallow) yoke and vest edging in em-
broidered white !cloth, and stole ends
in braided plum cloth extend below

the ‘waistlime, The skirt is pleated
-to the waistband, and falls in full
folds t# the feet, where an elaborate
pattern is braided above the hem. ' A
marrow band of curyed hair eloth s
introduced fm ‘the Mterlining and a
velveteen bindimg affords the cor-
rect finish,

d ;&nl’d have known him anywhere ; the

tality of his face had undergone
o moftening change. I “began to
oing to prove a
ace, and that I
: pri t’o,,_ meet many
‘characters hitherto unknown

j except in story. It struck me as a
| remarkable coincidence that both Bill

and the old Jew should have been sen-
same employment, when trans-
‘hither, but the ‘fates seemed
to not widely separate their
s Who = acted as spokes-

"aeﬁ*;m g

ording
here

their laboring hours |

1 surly man- |
him this right, | in Deutehland,
‘the coal was | .

cated, a

elled much,

lives of t

with those of the Ge aborers,
and when T told him of the stram :
characters’ I had met he smi

wery well—almost by heart, and ¢
beyond ‘a doubt, the two of whom
spoke were ?shtlzﬂ placed. “It is
marvel” said b&y“mc- all trace
; espect, man y

| der feeling  should be” so
crushed out of ;

© On the 1l4th

man, who was exceedingly well edu- |

informed me ‘that he kmew Dickens
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The Days of Auld Lang Syne

Interesting Events of Ye Olden Times Gathered

from The Planet's lesues of Haif

Ago.
PE6P000020060026060660¢

a Oentury

: y

From Planet fyles from January 11,
1858, to Jamuary 18, 1859. ,

Chicago-at thia time has 42 papers.

The French language, it is said,
contains 5,000 more words than the
English.

The man \‘io shot at Joseph St..
Luke at-Big Point turned out 'to be
his brother<n-law. i

Freshet—The River  Thames on
January 15th, 1858, had raised sev-
eral feet in hefght at this ‘town.

A New York paper comes out
strongly in Dehalf of .. the use of
horse meat as an article of food.

‘During thla. year 1857 there were
13 murders committed in New York
City, 50 homocdes and 59 suicides:

It is now certain that Great {Bri-
tain will require the loan of $20,000,-
000 or '$30,000,000 to meet expenses
in India. & . e

iA careful estimate of all theIndian
tribes indicate fhat- they numbered
in 1858 about 500,000 ‘in all ‘North
America.

The Washingiton' Star ' tells of a
church in that remarkablé place
where part of the religious exercises
consist of kissing. 5

Eggs taken from the west to New
Orleans were sold by the baryel.
They are quoted on the market fat
$23 and $2¢ per barrel. i

b The newly glected members of the

Town Council were Mayor Charteris
and Oouncillors Askim, Keating, Tilt,
MecCrae, Smith, Ireland and McKel-
lar. i (

Out of the 5,000 Ohristians exposed

{ to'death in’India during‘the meéting

there, only five were discovered as
renouncing their religion to save
their lives. )

The report of the Police Magis-
trate, Thomias MeCrae, shows 30
committals for 1857, besides 40 com-
plaints which were not entered in
the records.

Married, at Sylvan cottage, Dres-
den, by the bride's father, on ‘the
11th inst., Wm. H. Hedges, of Dover,
C. E, to Maria Clark, third {daugh-
ter of Rev. Wm. Olark, formerly
of Simooe. '

The candidates for school trustees
in the municipal election of 1858 wove

Northwood Ward—A. P. Salter anc
R. K. Payne. {

Ebeits Ward—Dr.: Askin and John
L. Dolsen. .

IChrysler Ward—D. R. VanAllen,D.
McNaughton and D. Pratt. 3

Religious News—The nuns of the
Holy Virgin at Jerusalem have pur-
chased the ruins of the Proetorium
in which Christ was sentenced. The
Turkish Government have sanctioned
the purchase. The intention of the
nuns is to build near to it i icon-
vent with a large wall, which ‘is ito
include the ruins, which they intend
to keep in their present state.

Marripd-on the «3lst ult., by Rev.
A. Campbell, John Beckie to Mrs.

Angelina Ellison, ‘both of the Town-,

ship of Chatham.
On the 10th inst., by the (same,
Henry Brown to Agnes Mason, both

of Chatham. : i

inst., by the jsame,
Mr. Robert Blythe, of the village
of Fergus, Wellington County, to
Miss The Ohrysler, of this town.

What a commentary on the world’s
vain ‘glory ‘says  the Protestant
Churchman, is such a modest, h
le lan

! vere ther of
rd, Lo

apostolic title a';' thib; :
g

escape from losing his life. He was
sitting in the house mending his

Wwhen a shot whistled through .
the window from an unknown hand,
the ball striking Mr. St. Luke ijust
under the ear, passing through the
fleshy portion of the cheek and comx-
ing out near the nose, making alto--
gether a frightful w , though
not a dangerous ome. No clue has.
found  as to the whereabouts
of the perpetrator of the deed.

WHAT IT COSTS TO HEAR WARD
BEECHER. :

The pews in Henry Ward Beecher's
ehuroh.. New York, were rented Twes.. °
day night. A fixed price was put

L in the house,
auctioneer took bids for a  ohoice
until all were sold. The preminms
paid for the best seats wera 930 to
$50, thus making the rent of the '
best pews on

the
to $270 lower floor t.m.

i
i EXAMINATION. & T
0 Friday last the Board of“Publi
Instruction—or rather the 'fol-loWin:
members of ‘that Board.," viz., ) Dr.. '
Oross, Mr. Mills, Rev. Mr. King land
_Mr. Youp;g. for the purpose of grant-
Ing certificates of qualifications to |
8 Persons" as- passed a creditable *
éxamipation. .About.30 certificatesss"
were granted and the \examination.
passed off in every respeot 'satisfac.
torily. After the busness of “the
Board had been poncluded ‘those
teachers present resolved upon form-
1@ a teachers'association ' for mifr-
tual improvement., Aosordingly: Mr.
Jamieson waj elécted ‘president,
Mr. Mills Vios-president, and Mr: Me-
Sween secretary. THe, object of this '+
association is that “conveyed in its
cognomdn, for which ~purpose its
members will regularly meet in this
town at stated periods of the [year,

foEpioaTEp.

~"We ﬁaé”w@&éﬂ‘,‘t’igﬁl ﬂ}'ﬁ“ne&_ et

ent time to notice the dedication fof,
the Rev. Wm. Clark’s church at
Dres.den. which took place upon the
1st inst. In the morning Rav. Wm.
Walkx_er, pastor of the United Pres-
byterian church, of this town, ad-
dressed the congrega tion. In the
nttfsrn:oon Rev, Mr:. King, of Buxton,
delivered ah able sérmon. This
church was erected by Mr. Clark’s
own personal exertions. and is, we
understand, the only buildng ex-
preu:l-y'devoted to the service of ‘the
Almighty. in that vicinity. It is a
very creditable structure, is pleas-
antly situated, and s capable, we
should qud.ge. of seating about 400
persons. Its cost is 4t present mear-
ly $900. About $100 more will finish
it. This is the fifth house of ‘Wor-<
ship that has been ereeted in Canada
through the instrumentality of Mr.
Clark. gl | 4

' TR!IDGED 10 MILES

Zero weather and a northwest hur-
ricane could not cool the affection
nor still the avdor of little Olives.
Palmer, 14 years old, and Andrewf
ginncr. 16 years old, of Palmerville,

P

Thgse children a few days ago,
tramped eight milcs over mountain-
ous roads, through snow drifts, to a
minister at, Mount Freedom and ask- 3
ed him to marry them. 2

They arrived nearly frozen. Rev,
A. C. Covey glanced at the girl, whose -
dress rgached barely to her shos
tops; then he looked at the beard-
less fate of the youth, and-advised
them to veturn home and wait three
or four years. ;

‘They were obdurate and said" they
would be married that day if they
to walk to New York. They then
tramped t: the home of Re

n, furt
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