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-------FOR SALE--me a certain sense of companionship. 
Perhaps—but it is folly for me to di- 
late upon my feelings; it is my errand 
you are interested in and what hap­
pened when I came up to the Zabels 
dreary dwelling."

The look with which she paused, os- 
tensibly to take breath, but in reality 
to weigh and criticise the looks of those 
about her, was one of those wholly in­
describable ones with which she was 
accustomed to control the judgment of 
men who allowed themselves to watch 
too closely the ever changing expres­
sion of her weird yet charming face. 
But it tell upon men steeled against 
her fascinations, and, realising her in­
ability to move them, she proceeded 
with her story before even the most 
anxious of her hearers could request 
her to do so.

-1 had come," said she, "very quietly 
along the road, for my feet were light­
ly shod, and the moonlight was too 
bright for me to make a misstep. But 
as I cleared the trees and came into 
the open place where the bouse stands 
I stumbled with surprise at seeing a 
figure crouching on the doorstep I bad 
anticipated finding as empty as the 
road. It was an old man’s figure, and 
as I paused in my embarrassment be 
slowly and with great feebleness rose 
to his feet and began to grope about 
for the doer. As he did so I heard a 
sharp, tinkling sound, as of something 
metallic falling on the doorstone, and, 
taking a quick step forward, I looked 
over his shoulder and saw in the moon- j 
light at his feet a dagger so like the 1 
one I had lately bandied in Mrs. 
Webb’s yard that I was overwhelmed 
with astonishment and surveyed the I 
aged and feeble form of the man who 
bad dropped It with a sensation diffi­
cult to describe. The next moment be 
was stooping for the weapon with a 
startled air that has impressed itself 
distinctly upon my memory, and when, 
after many feeble attempts, be suc­
ceeded In grasping It be vanished into ] 
the house so suddenly that 1 could not 
be sure whether he bad seen me stand- 
ing there or not.

"All this was more than surprising to 
me for 1 had never thought of associ­
ating an old man with this crime. In­
deed I was so astonished to find him in 

| possession of this weapon that I forgot 
all about my errand and only wondered 
how I could see and know more. Fear­
ing to be observed where I was, I slid 
in among the bushes and soon found 
myself under one of the windows. The 
shade was down, and I was about to 
push it aside when I heard some one 
moving about Inside and stopped. But 
I could not restrain my curiosity, so.

"Ah, yes. Go on, go on. You have 
not yet explained how you came to be 
in possession of Agatha’s money."

“Just so,” she answered, with an­
other quick look at Frederick, the last 
she gave him for some time. "As 
soon, then, as 1 dared I ran out of the 
bouse Into the yard. The moon, which 
had been under a cloud, was now shin­
ing brightly, and by Its light I saw 
that the space before me was empty 
and that I might venture to enter the 
street. But before doing so 1 looked 
about for the dagger I had thrown 
from me before going In. But I could 
not find IL It bad been picked up by 
the fugitive and carried away. An­
noyed at the cowardice which bad led 
me to lose such a valuable piece of evi­
dence through a purely womanish emo­
tion I was about to leave the yard 
when my eyes fell on the little bundle 
of sandwiches which I bad brought 
down from the bill end which I bad 
let fall under the pear tree at the first 
scream I had heard from the bouse. It 
had burst open, and two or three of 
the sandwiches lay broken on the 
ground. But those that were Intact I 
picked up. and. being more than ever 
anxious to cover up by some ostensible 
errand my absence- from the party, I 
rushed away toward the lonely road 
where these brothers lived, meaning to 
leave such fragments as remained on 
the eld doorstep, beyond which I had 
been told such suffering existed.

F “It was now late, very late, for a girl 
like myself to be out, but under the 
excitement of what I had just seen and 
beard I became oblivious to fear and 
rushed Into those dismal shadows as 
Into transparent daylight. Perhaps the 
shouts and stray sounds of laughter 
that came up from the wharfs where 
a ship was getting under way gave

~1 have accounted tor toe blood on 
my band." she said, not looking at 
him, but at Mr. Courtney. "If there is 
any on my slippers, it can be account­
ed for in the same way." And she 
rapidly renewed ber narrative. I had 
no sooner made my little finger clean 
I never thought of any one suspecting 
the old gentleman—when 1 heard steps 
on the stairs and knew that the mur­
derer was coming down and in an- 
other Instant would pass the open door 
before which I stood.

«Though I bad been courageous 
enough tip to that minute, I was seized 
by a sudden panic at the prospect of 
meeting face to face one whose hands 
were perhaps dripping with the blood 
of his victim. To confront him there 
and then might mean death to me, and 
I did not want to die, but to live, for I 
am young, sirs, and not without a 

I prospect of happiness before me. So 
I sprang back, and, seeing no other 
place of concealment in the whole bare 
room, crouched down in the shadow 
of the man yon call Philemon. For 
one, two minutes, I knelt there in ■ 

state of mortal terror, while the feet 
I descended, paused, started to enter 
I the room where I was, hesitated, turn- 
I ed and finally left the bouse."

“Miss Page, wait, wait," put in the 
Icoroner. "You saw him. You can tell 
I who this man was?"

The eagerness of tills appeal seemed 
| to excite her. A slight color appeared 
Iin her cheeks and she took a step for- 
! ward, but before the words for which 
I they so anxiously waited could leave 
| her lips, she gave a start and drew 
I back with an ejaculation which left a 
| more or less sinister echo in the ears 
Iof all who beard it.

Frederick had just shown himself at 
I the top of the staircase.

“Good morning, gentlemen.” said he, 
I advancing into their midst with an air
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state of mortal terror."

whose unexpected manliness disguised 
hi» Inward agitation. “The few words 
I have-just heard Miss Page say are of 
so important a nature 1 find it Im- 
possible not to join you.”

Amabel, upon whose lips a faint com­
placent smile had appeared as he step­
ped by her, glanced up at these words 
In secret astonishment at the Indiffer­
ence they showed and then dropped 
her eyes to bls hands with an Intent 
gaze which seemed to affect him un­
pleasantly, for be thrust them Imme­
diately behind him, though he did not 
lower his bead or lose bis air of deter- 
mination. .IDe

"Is my presence here undesirable?" 
be inquired with a glance toward his 
father. •

Sweetwater looked as if he thought 
It was, but be did not presume to say 
anything, and, the others being too in­
terested in the developments of Miss 
Page's story to waste any time on 
lesser- matters. Frederick remained, 
greatly to Miss Page’s evident satis- 
faction.1 

"Did you see this man’s face?" Mr.
Courtney now broke In in urgent in- 
quiry.

Her answer came slowly after an­
other long look in Frederick’s direc- 
tion.

"No, I did not dare to make the efl 
fort. I was obliged to crouch too close 
to the floor. 1 simply heard his foot- 
steps.”

"See now." muttered Sweetwater, but 
I In so low a tone she did not bear him. 
I "She condemns herself. There isn't a 

woman living who would fail to look 
I up under those circumstances even at 
| the risk of her life."

Knapp seemed to agree with him, but 
I Mr. Courtney, following his one Idea, 
I pressed his former question, saying:

“Was It an old man’s step?"
“It was not an agile one."
“And you did not catch the least 

| glimpse of the man’s face or figure?"
| “Not a glimpse."

“So you are to no position to identify 
him?"

"If by any chance I should bear those 
I same footsteps coming down a flight of 
I stairs, I think I should be able to rec- 
| ognize them," she allowed in the sweet- 
| est tones of her command.

“She knows It la too late for ber to 
| hear those of the two dead Zabels,” 
I growled the man from Boston.
1 “We are no nearer the solution of 
j this mystery than we were In the be- 
I ginning,” remarked the coroner.

“Gentlemen, I have not yet finished 
Imy story,” Amabel sweetly intimated. 
] “Perhaps what I have yet to tell may 
| give you some clew as to who thia man 
1 was.”
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pulling a hairpin from my hair, I work­
ed a little bole In the shade and through 
tills I looked Into a room brightly Il­
lumined by the moon which shone lu 
through an adjoining window. And 
what did I see there?" Iler eye turned 
on Frederick. His right hand had 
stolen toward bls left, but It paused 
under her look and remained motion- 
less. “Only an old man sitting at a ta­
ble and”— Why did she pause, and 
why did she cover up that pause with 
a wholly inconsequential sentence?

Perhaps Frederick could have told, 
Frederick, whose band had now fallen 
at his side. But Frederick volunteered 
nothing, and no one, not even. Sweet- 
water, guessed all that lay beyond that 
end which was left hovering In the air 
to be finished—when? Alas, had she 
not set the dev end the hour!
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By friendship you mean the great­
est love, the greatest usefulness, and 
the most perfect trust, and the most 
open communication, and the noblest 
sufferings, and the sincerest truth, 
and the heartiest counsel, and the 
greatest union of minds of which 
brave men and women are capable. 
—Jeremy Taylor.
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out having them first explained.

#

11

WITTn79, -

January 1901THE CHATHAM DAILY PLANET
6

fluof
 X 6•

..

4.
1

- h *

E

A
ll

-t-
 b

...• N
uxc/dter

2-

1.
it

t
X

k
t
h
e

1

&

I.
ko

xu
k.

?
0

L

0

m
ettre

X462661


