
'

TILE MONETARY AND COMMERCIAL TIMES—INSURANCE CHRONICLE. 691

the plaintiff to a second trial for a criminal of­
fence. This was the only ground hrgi-il against 
the rule. Durand, contra, referred to Mason a. 
The Ag. Mut Ass. Co. of Can., 16 C. P. 4P3, 
8. C. 18, C. P. 18 ; Laérre r. Pheenix lus. Co., 
8 C. P 136

Galt, J.—The statement of loss on the first and 
last items, made by the plaintiff, ami sworn to by 
him, amounted, as stated in the pica, to $3,504,71 
spd the jury have by their verdict found the 
actual lose to amount to alioSt one twelfth of that 
sum. In the case of G wild, r., British America 
Assureurs Vo. ( 27 IT. V. 473 ) all the vases in 
our own Courts on this subject are eu I lev ted and 
re vie weil, and although a new trial was refused, 
the defence being mrs>n, the Court say ** We do 
not, on the whole, see our way to, aa- it were, 
again putting the plaintiff on his trial for this ser­
ious offence ; ’ shewing that, in file opinion <>f the 
Court, cases might arise in which a new trial 
might be granted. It is a matter of great delicacy 
for us to interfere in a case of this description, lKit 
the learned Judge reporta to us that he was dis­
satisfied with the verdict; ami, as it appears to me 
to be entirely against the weight of evidence, I 
feel that to refuse a new trial ia this instance 
would be to lay down a rule tiiat'umler no circurn- 
stalives will a new trial grani.il when the 
defence relied u|*>u ia fraud and false sweating. 
It may be observed that the op|K*ition to this 
rule, ou the part of the plaintiff, shews that, 
although, in making hit) claim against the Com­
pany, he swore that4iii los.s u.i- upwai.ls of $3- 
588,,he is satisfied to receive $300 in discharge of 
it This is very strange vomhtvt on the pnrt of a 
man who really Wlievrdthat he had sustained the 
damage to which he swote.

Hagarty, C. J.—1 agree with the 'judgment of j 
my brother Galt. I do not tfcsire that the onli- ( 
nary practice aa to granting new trials in these 
cases, aa laid down in Gould r. British American . 
Assurance Co. and Miller r. Ball, should he con­
sidered as weakened liy tins decision. It ia j 
sufficient to say that there ia no tulc on the sub 
jeet so inflexible as to govern a case like this. 
It .resta with the plaintiff whether his conduct 
shall again be discussed in Court. He may be 
sanguine enough to expect that another jury may 
he found to deal with his case in as large u psirit 
of charity, as to his estimate of loss and the good 
faith of his affidavits, as tho jury that has re­
cently upheld his honesty of purpose in swearing 
that his actual loss was twelve times larger then 
they themselves fourni it to he. We think the 
cos «houle abide the event.

• Gwynne, J.—I unite concur that in this case 
the issues should lie submitted to another jury, 
and 1 do so without intending to depart from any­
thing I have said in Miller r. mall (18 C. I*. 448). 
When a |eirty presents a elahn so exlortiunally 
disproportionate with any loss by him sustained, 
the least 1 ran conclude is, that the jtfry, in ren­
dering their verdict, must lvwe*pi atly miscon­
ceived wliat the iasne they had tff iletcruiine was; 
and, in the language of Martin, B., in Davies r. 
Holier ( 2 Jur. S’. 8. 1*59), I must any that theiv 
is danger lest trial by jnfy slfouUl become a go at 
evil, it a verdict like this is to stand, foundnl 
u|sm such evidence as was given in this case, and 
which the learned Judge who tritil the ease thinks 
to lie very unsatisfactory.

Rule absolute for new trial, costa to abide the 
event. _ | ^ 1 | ‘

Sr.vurs on Premium Norris.— Mr. R. A. Har­
rison has introduevd a Bill inf» the Ilouae of Com­
mons to remove doubts as to whether stamps 
should lie affixed to (ircmiuiu notfes for insurance ! 
in Mutual Fire Insuiance Companies. It has ! 
passed the second reading and will no doubt ! 
become law. The bill is ai follows :—1. All | 
piomissory notes for tlie sum of twenty-five dollars ; 
or other certain sum of money in excess of( 
twenty-five dollars, ni-i.k and given sipce the 
passing of the Act of the Dominion of Canada, {

imposing duties on ptymib*sory notes ami bills of 
exchange, or hereafter to he ma*le ami given 
for premiums of insurance by any member of a 
Mutual Insurants- Company to any such com­
pany or to any officer thereof, for a premium or 
premiums of iusuruice, j suable rither in whole or 
in part on demand, or at a time or time* certain, 
or at such time ar times aa the Board of Direct­
ors of any such Vampany derm requisite, or in 
such proportions and at such times aa the Board 
of Directors may require, or in any form of wools 
to the like effect, shall lie deemed and taken to he 
promissory not»* within the meaning of the sikl 
Act, and subject to the duties by the mid Act im- 
1 «ose. I <m prnnisaory notes and bills of exchange : 
Provided that all such notes heretofore given and 
not stani|ie»i as by the said Act required, shall he 
held valid promissory notes to all intents an.l j«ur- 
p*** if the I’residtiit, Vice-President. Manager 
«H- Secretary of any eueli coin|iauy shall, bet ore 
suit on any Audi note where the. suit is brought 
within two months after the ]<assing of thia Act, 
or at furthest within three months after the ; Kiss­
ing of this Act, pay doable duty on such notes by 
affixing to the same a stamp or stamps to the 
anionntof sneh double duty, and by writing on 
th*^ stamp or stamps his signature or some part 
tlirwuf. or his initials or the prop- r .late of such 
stamp or *t:iiii|*s in the manner and for the pur­
port mentioned in the fourth section of the said Act 
2. Tlii« .\j;t shall not apply to any suit pending 
at.tue time of the passing thereof.

Cosset xscj-: Monet..—One of our local insu­
rance companies was greatly surprised the other 
day at re.-erving a remittance of $300 from an 
anonymous i.onrre. They bad, a short time *uh- 
qucutly, received $106, supposed to be from the 
same quarter.

iUiltrag*.

Great Western Railway.—Traffic for week 
ending Mar li 17, 1870.

Passengers...  ..................  $25,872 27
Fr* ight an.l Live Stork....... 59,483 45
Mails and Sundries...?........ . 1,846 73

Total Receipts fur week.. , 
Corresponding week, 1870

$87,312 45 
70,056 86

Iwcysaae.....................'$17,255 86
G. T. Wkluk*tvN Street Brioob Montreal 

—It is expert* d that this new bridge will tie com­
pleted within a fortnight hence. Tlie piers are 
already Wing constructed and the bridge proper 
will lii ready to be laid early next week. 
It is a i^ooilen oar of aliont 250 feet long, of whi< h 
tlie swinging part takes up abont 160 feet. The 
tower to support the bridge when, swinging raises 
to a height of 45 feet, and will present rather an 
ornamental appearance. The width of the bridge i 
is 28 feet 7 inches through the rentre of whirh the j 
track jmswi, and on < it tier side is a roadway f»r 
vehicles an<l foot jdsscuger*. The Wight of the J 
truss is 10 feet 6 inches. The bridge will lie 
swung with a strum engine which can be effected 
in 3n seconda From *11 ap|*-aranee* the bridge 
will be a very strong strn.-tnre, anil every precaut­
ion is Wing taken to ensure its success as a railway 
and general truffle bridge.

Paper Wnr.rjj*.—A *ar company is running a 
ear on the < hicago and Northwestern road with 
wliat are called *' pajx-r wheels." The wheels 
have steel lire* and east-sron hubs, and the paper 
is intreductil in the way of filling under the tires, 
for the ptir|*>se -if deadening sound and diminUli- 
iug the for.-e of. eoiieusaion. According to the 
.Vutivttnl Car llnildrr the wheels have lwen run­
ning since July Inst, under this particular car, an.l 
had Wen ill use tour months previously. The 
|-aper device is s*i.l to be superior to wood for the 
purpose d-signat.il, Wiag stronger and lighter, 
and free from knots, grain or sap It does notl 
expand or contract, but remains in the condition

in which it is put in the wheels without liability 
to change. It is ehea|wr than wood, and can 1*0 
moulded into any form by pressure, and is made 
fire ami Wster-|*x>if by ashesfeo. It ia, ao a sub­
stitute for wood, adapted to a variety of use*, 
especially in the way of ornamentation.

€ ommrrnal.

MONTREAL MARKET.

Montreal April 11, 1871.
Aa was anticipated last week navigation ou the 

St. Imwrrnv* is now open, about 20 schooners 
and a small steamer having came up to the 
harbour on Saturday the 8th iost. With one ex­
ception this ia the earliest opening of navigation 
recorded at the Harbour Office; in 1858 the open­
ing is stated to hare hetn on the 4th of April. 
The water in the river is unusually low. WestWr 
to-day cold and wet.

Last week Wing Passion week there was com­
paratively little business done, lent now that tie 
holidays am over and navigation fairly open a 
brisk Mads iu all deportments in looked for. 
Breadstuff* are in latter demand. Ashes firm 
and higher than last week. Provisions dull. 
Stocks quiet Imt Him. Stirling Exchange firm 
at 110 for bankers' 60 day bills

Amies— /V»—There haa been a very active 
market for thia ash all week at rather edvane. 4 
rates Prices have ranged from $5 95 to $6 10 
for first sorts and clos.-» firm at $6 03 to $6 12(, 
according to tares. Very little was done at the 
lower rates. Seconds in rather small supply ai d 
all offering are r.-adily taken up at $6 30. Thinia 
$4 60. I’m rIs- There haa Wen an active de­
mand which .the supply was unable to meet. 
Some diipjaug parcels for immediate export 
brought $7 65, and some odd lots were taken at 
$7 50, at whi< h price the market doors firm. 
The stocks at qaeoent in store are pota, 606 hr la ; 
pearls, 97 bris.

Boots and Shoes—There is no new feature in 
this brativli of business worthy of special notice. 
Wholesale houses a* kept busy supplying orders 
from the country and also montry buyers win 
are at present in town. There haa Iwen ro 
change for s. i.ietiine (est in prices which remain 
firm and at- ;.dy.

Coal»—Thia department of trade has Wen 
very quiet, and until the spring business com­
mence* no activity is looked for. The following 
are the yerd twice» in this city :—Scotch Steam 
$5 50 to $6; Welsh Anthraeitr $7 50 to $7 75 ; 
Smiths <oaI $6 50 to $7 ; American Anthracite 
$8 25 t-i $8 50 : Pic ton steam $5 to $5 25.

CATTLE—There was a fine display of jwize 
cattle during the past week for which unusual y 
high pri.-e* weiV obtained. Extra beeves j«r 
I S) lbs $11 to $12; first risse rattle $8 50 to 
$9 50 ; second ditto $7 50 to $8 ; third ditto $7. 
Jfi/i A Coirs $30 to $50. Ilotp hare not l*vu in 
large demand, and the supply lias Iwi-n limited, 
lwit prier» are str.alv at $6 SO to $7 50. Skrrp 
have bi-n in rather better rr*|ue»t and prie»* are 
firm. For extra $8 t<> $10 p-t- 100 lbs wse paid, 
and for fair to choice $5 to $6. Lambs stead v at 
$2 10 to $1. ’ .

Peru* and Chemical»—There has l>ceq a 
go* d demand for most kinds during the week, 
and pri-i* are rather atrongi-r. The following ate 
tlie quotations of the principal art ici.* :—• 'ream 
t; rtar crystal*, 22Jo to 23e ; ditto ground, 25c to 
Î8c ; caustic soda, 3|c to 4«- ; bleaching powder 
is still scarce and held for 3jc ; alum, $2 15 to 
$2 25 ; ciqqicraa, $1 to *1 10 ; soda ash, 2 jo to 
2}c ; hi carb, ?3 30 to $3 60 ; sulphur, $3 50 to 
$4 ; et» uns, $2 to $2 25 ; sal soda, $1 50 to 
$1 60 ; saltpetre, $12, at which price it is held 
firm.

Dnr Good—1 hole*ale honsea are very busy, 
l arge numliers of couutry buyers aie in tow n 
n «king exte.ii.ive ( urchrees of all claves of geo is 
for spring and * mmer. It is difficult for us te


