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Co-operation in Ireland
Article V.—Agricultural Credit—Credit Societies on Raiffeisen System- -Reconstruction Necessary

By L. Smith-Cordon end Cruise O’Brien

Many tulluntin <ki agricultural n»-<>|«-r»u*»u arc 
strongly ol tin- uuitimi lliai the foundation u# such a 
iiHivruml sboukl ahiaya le laid u> the hnt instance 
liy the rstalJisluiw-nt of a ay stem of rural «will It 
in uedouUrdh the . a», u.ai il.ia has been the method 
pursued in many ul the Heart am i inaful countries, 
nutaldy in 11er many where Kaiflctsra liant» have

difference la-twcen rum and prosperity to an Inali 
smallholder; but aumewhat similar conditKm» prevail 
even now in the provint» of Quebec and have I«en 
mat by the aatur remedy ui -piraliou of that
great co-operator, Mr Umjariliiu

Setae t'aarrete Material He ne# la
played a predominating part in the development of 
ro-ofirration Against thaï, on the other hand, we may

That real good wae done in Ireland u amply shown 
by the incidents recorded in tome of the earlier report» 
of the 1 A ' Mch ae max again one or two
samples In latiti one farmer antes "The loan, 
Id SI4 «Ml;, which I borrowed from the Kilcunuuou 
Itank on the Zfnd of August, Ih'Jh, 1 applied aa follows :
On the Z7lh of August 1 purchased three young pigs

for breed-

rt Ms Start tarts saw araar rt liSnl start •» 
AM tmttgt»itit nt/ttitevt itit^s MthflAfl |g» fM^An 

t Mas raaaa was— S a» start lit sfwart rtaan

art the e sample of l Jen mark where the famous system 
of agneuitursl ro-operatsua ha» tos-n I null up without

fur fl lie •» *6; I have kept one, a sow" I 
uig Hhe la now within three week» of young out* 
and ia worth <4 S1V45; The balance of loan,
11 6» ki l*i,, enalJed me to hold over for sale a 
calf which at the lime would have fetched (I I US 
$7 M). This ia still in my puaasmrun and is well worth 

<3 |HW>. The feed fed to the |Sgi would have
been worthless to me without them, the potatoes 
used bring small and black ’ The secretary uf another 
ninety, where the local "gunilrcu man" had bea-n 
known to charge il» in interval on a loan uf «3 bur­
rowed by a poor farmer fur right years, writes that 
this society "au instrumental in purchasing twenty 
•praying machine» for auly fanner» ievery three 
y sued to procure a machine; Them farmers mamiam 
that the spraying improved the produce uf thetr potato

facilities w Inch, in the majority uf cases, beings on the 
pinch which necessitates the deinoralumg appeal fur 
pulilic relief. The problem of the congested dis­
trict» is as much a human aa an economic problem, 
and we have not much hope uf the, success uf any 
plan for ameliorating the material cuudilioiw which 
dues not, at the same time, educate, ennoble and make 
men of those concerned The genius uf the Orman 
philanthropist who devised the scheme uf 'camtalumg 
the honesty' of poor men has devised also the means 
uf securing, if not the honesty of the individual, at 
least the desire of the group that all their associate» 
should be so, by making unlimited Uabtlitx an essential 
part uf the urganism uf hie soemtiee. The quickened 
■cose uf responsibility has been found to Operate 
wonderfully in forming public opinion and m bringing 
about a thorough understanding uf the affairs uf the 
•octetlew among thetr member», and aim in securing 
much mure efficiently than by the payment uf any 
•alary that proper attention will 1st "given by the 
managing committee to their duties.

“< inly thuae who know the a ma ring 
the small Irish fanner m the Hist ran r 
ratent the sharpening uf his bust mm a i 

and prepare him for further urganorgan
sharpening is" brought about not only Try
liability but

of agricultural r.—recall 
the assertsnrc uf any personal credit sorartire The 
difference no doubt must 1st sought for both in the 
■rtiurv of the people and also la the altitude aslopud 
by the other credit <re*.* «gracies in the country 
In Ireland rndit sssrirtüw were wot organmed until. 
the «car Utah, when the hnt wae creeled el Ikmcrwilr. 
with the advice and assistance >1 II W W uM, the well 
known suthunty on the subject There were already 
at that tons mote than forty rrvamerttw and susiheia-» 
in rust core and tome lea or nsure agricultural rndit 
•swartaw fur roamsua purchase had Lora funned, •»* 
that It sill ready he earn that the credit propaganda 
naa in the nature -d a nsrond thought Htnre thro.

great atlralma has been paid to it until 
years when it has again rather fallen off fur 

■ which will trt dealt with Inter tin Horace 
Plunkett he» anew dated his upouoe that if he had In 
legs the work again he would luOuw the eaampls 

- I make the hret start with risslit 
•nctatne; bet the held 1er neemery nrgannatmn su 
undssdrtadly the must tempting at the tone 
may leassmalJy lard I hnt I ht» aa» the right 
W which In

that the •!•«»> mg uniennl the produce uf thru potato 
«op by one half The farmers m this parish plant 
on an average about IH acres and from tats you may
mily calculate what good the Leak baa done. 1 may 
add that the machines were loaned to others, so that 
in fact a aussi many mem warn benefit led thru tbr 
mrana of the bank ’

In another case in the Cnegrsted that net id tinhany 
a weave* burrowed «3, with which he repaired an old

With sow nr two wdaled 
aevtss in Ireland, of which ll 
secs ueganusd on the 
the type ungmaled by

also by the method td I 
borrowse comes before his eommiuee »n 
lion for a loan The hkehhus*! of gai 
or effecting a saving is threwhrd out by 
These members are interested not only 
sake», but With the hope of seeing their fr 
•sleeved and in preserving the borrower 

"The borrower s ssuvtira an- who boot 
the money is properly applied a# well as 
rale or pruhl the small farmer in the 
l net# ran show on loans panted in such 
•inking t’p to e certain limit, roodn 
estent to ha» holshng, he ran do more wi 
than » nrher men with twenty, and th 
given at the peeper tunc may mni> rc

two boahams in the spring, in the w 
a Kit « pays lock hi,them for ti Ita KM « paye bark 

rent at the mate time With the 
farmer the reel money raised by the sal 
of ps*s, or a calf, or a few sheep, is all 
money he handles He grows nearly all 
and manigrw to prt flour, lee and «ogi 
by loitering eggs nr some other part 
produce In this barter, boh the value 
•bps away from him If his raw nr hts 
ahnsot he lp In s There Is no last It ul me I 
from unless the goedssew men’ trusts him. There 
are m many like him who are helpless from want ol 
capital that we are roevtaewd that there la hardly 
any scheme which is likely to do osnrv then this at 
agricultural lank»"

ihr type otiginsir.i trt Ksrtrsrs ui t .cement 
Unit> vrais Ivfurv They see Issasd on the prtasrpb 
of the unlimited csdhvtivw hwlsblv «d their mrmlsrrw, 
on that m the eeewt id a society going into jquiihltan 
any awmtor may he w<smk,i .gainst 1er all or any 
pstsn id the dstila ol the society Threw m no share 
répétai and only a mill ewtramw fee The secretary 
■ a» a nd» unpaid and the running dirons SR
i«tramsly rtssll The capital npMwlW making 
of loans w olrtawed cither by an •,servirait from the 
pael stock leak ne the guarantee id the ramarttler, 
m m the raw id nthwe css-npwrwttvw sorMss. or by loan 
Item either thr I apart meat el Arawtotars or the t 
gMtad Dhtintr Board, hath td which have m the part 

lew this poepuss or taafly by arsis of

m — -S arttb nsojs» njfjs ens^jewi^sssesm^ ^
at this Cirdk Hyi

working id a

he had east bought a new oar W ith this r.,ui|- 
hs aad hts toother, both td whom would «rthrv

war have torn allr. twgan work aa asavrr», atlh the 
revolt that they acre abb <

n far as
■ The mern'erdsp ad I hr 
*unn. I hr basa capital 

---- <Sl«M IH

■■■mi
rti.ua it ion Mu

1W vkib 7,XU loamdspssrtls <33.737 ’ » •—, • ■— — i *, — —* - -
greeted to I to l.rtal value ,d iVUMta (SMM141 ll 
e a very ra-nsrag>ng fart that the pcoyrxctrrt of de­
posits to Inaa repliai has usrrswseil largrlv year I s
year, to «pita <d the iwtor

to pay lack thr fat 1

wilhsn three werka these ead maav rtnular ra I
shsrh might to multiptod laibflallely, shoa the 
purely material edvaamgra la to shrived from these 
beak»

The Maratomsl aad Hartal fetor
Hut l hts a not i to only nor ewee the rtorf chum 

to twsgsisw which aurh tontWutmnw I" sen as The 
■of the I A It* hews atowve h-d great stress 

am l to «tarai mua I and tortel va tor td tueh a form at 
esBssrteltoa to imckhard rural dut etc to. <>a lira 
i»vai vs cannot do tot lev than grata «items veil 
from the t

I he smssnth and prurperuus working ol a Hi 
beak dseeests wary largely spa securing the 
at am aids, umleniamling aad at course Ih-r'-ughlx 
hocsrvt secretary < ertato rulsw astut to ngully 
adhriwd la The asst impost aal sd thevr are ihsl I to 
psupsaw lew Which the luaa u required ihmilil to dstto- 
rtrfy staled, ihu purpose must to starh as will mctvwss 
thr pradurlivMy «d the borrower's farm, or rftort a 
gsauias saving, giving a mamnalils pospret sd re­
pay meet Il t» the duly <d the commit lev to mini y 
thswiislvss that ao emery ia leal 1er unproductive 
or uasmanmirsl purpnov, aad. fuel tor to mate 
certain that the hma U not iipphsil to any other |

at It the

■ d the new
gaaMtaM port dhs savtraw toaks, a huh the rant 
farmer rvgar<U ra a far art hpraory 1er hie me 
an i nil ti»n the soctetlm soatmflnd by hts 
artghliiin Further I toe tsars sill to mods to I tor i

at qorrtsm '/ deposits Inter to lira artule: 
sir nr will return to the rarhrt tort ray id I tors 
Threw w ant any doubt that sorlrtim ol I tor

kUpt aerw new aorte ......... at that time lhaa at
permet ns mg to the poarr >4 thepermet .«sing la tto power sg the gombeen « 
or money lending hi|ilsmni whom «paenttora 
dwwritod ia ora fleet sriictr la order to cv*r

fnajh fa
evtalduh

vrtarv tosgainst itom 
iwoswW them with 
mg tto acsswamodaltan they 
I tow stork ra la tsdr ever tod perwab It wsvtld 
pnrhato rayruii the laser grata ge«»wsvs id Western 
Canada to fled hew «snail a Inaa aught pot make the

to

We attach very greet unpartanae to the toits» 
•lisrtsrt id the Kaiffcsvra system mi, Iceland aad are 

to put It ia tto forefront el era ptnpagamls 
Tto need to • purely humane «stem edBrscml, 

■»t sstnttokrd fta tto to. eflt to to 
I fwrad upoa ra by our know bdra d the 

eslcat to stock «way iwvssth At pc meet he nmsU
farmer to the «rue I «fut nets uses whs lexer credit
to raa rtaamsnd. "misdx to use » gap or |os off ra 
old »ksfit. aad he haa M learned l«» me it for |sep»» 
whtrh will ewfirh torn He has ra -vwrf tiaa to what 
a proper rata to missent la He ia wear era that hr 
pays thirty per sent when * mans thdhrao are *► 
ductssf from a loan or added ra Is I hi rad wMh 
thorn «-ague ant mm engendered tar the "barter es stem 
whesv h-, mnery W gisefi or rwsssnl H U bo sneahr 
that at hart era half to hts |.s«rt* ,acsunr exrfts ia 
trsararusurt to lira kind

"We lav mark strew» upon Ike educational «da to 
the HatffrStass sistem locauta we are"sur* I tot 1 is 
gwsiicT to sssrk matters end tto lath to hnrmmag

lhaa that stated to the application It Is spas rest 
that d these dut ms are to to earned out. aad ahu tbs 
ckaractar to the apphraat. a torh ta reafly the fosmds- 
line to tto a hole matter, prsgovfy estimated, tto area 
covered by the smUrty auart to stoflrisallv small ta 
rswurv that at hart tor .< two msmfwrs to the sag» 
■saltier toe» list-hand to,» Iwtp <d the ' 

rsonasag m Pswr M
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