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An Impression of British Columbia University

Chancellor: Dr. R. E. McKechnie

(By Evlvn Fenwick Farris, M.A.. LL.D.)

To thousands of grateful people
in  British Columbia. the name of
Dr. R. E. McKechnie means allevi-
atiomr -of -pain. His  fame as a
physician  extends far bevond the
confines of this provinee for he is
one of the most distincuished sur-
cecns on the coast. But his inter-
ests have not: been confined to the
art of healing. More than a quarter
of a century ago he was a member
of the cabinet of British Columbia
holding the office of President of
the Council in the Semlin administra-
tien.  Then and in the vears that
wve sinee elapsed, Dr. MeKechnie
has been actively interested in and
identified with publie affairs. It is
accordingly all the more fortunate
for the provinee that a man of such
versatility, in such demand in his
profession, should in the best and
most gracious yvears of his life throw
himself  whole - heartedly  into the
woik of higher education.

As Chancellor of the University
of British Columbia, he holds to-day
an enviable position in the educa-
tional life of this provinee. Three
times elected, twice by acclamation,
to the positiion he holds, the hund-

L

The Vicar of Wakefield tells us
that he chose his wife, as she did
her wedding gown, not for a fine
clossy surface, but for such quali-
well.—The Governors
of our University may. or may not
have had this in mind when they
chose Mr. L. S Klinek to continue
the work which had heen started
with such eminent success by the
late Dr. Fo F. Weshrook. Al any
rate President Klinek's mantle may
be unpretentious on the surface, hut
the material is made for wear, and
has stood the test of much rough
weather,

ties as wear

When you approach him in his
offiec¢ after havine waited vour turn,
for he is a busv man who counts
the seconds in order that work may
be done usui et commodis hominum
—to the advantace and welfare of
mankind—vonu realize at once that
his work is done flawlesslv., with
And if his
manner lacks a little the spontan-
eous cordialityv, to which most
are weakly susceptible, it has the

regtness and precision.

nien

reds of university graduates in Drit-
ish Columbia have thus given tane-
1ble evidence of' their confidence in
him and his ability to represent the
best thought of Convoeation in rela-
tion to the university,

If he is so trusted and endorsed
by the graduates in the provinee,
he 1s mlll:‘”_\' loved and l‘('.\'ln‘\‘lml h_\'
the undergraduates of the university
in whose sports and other student
activities he takes not only an ac-
tive but practical interest.  Never
for one moment does he lose sight
of the best imterests of the student
h(‘v(i.\'_

The faculty finds in him a syvm-
pathetic and intelligent friend in the
development of their departments,
in their imtercourse with the stud-
ents and in themr research work,
where so many of the professors are
bringing enduring credit to them-
selves and to the university itself.

As for the governine boards, Dr.
MeKechnie's imherent
ability to see all sides of a question,
his dignified presentation ot all uni-
versity matters to the government,
all these have given both the Senate

fairness. his

greatest confidence i him and his
poliey.

As a presiding officer, he is ideal.
Lhis skill in conducting the business
of a meeting in the shortest possible
time, and yet allowing full and
frank discussion is well known. His
knowledge of and memory for detail
m connection with the affairs of the
university during the last ten vears
1Is remarkable, while his quiet ef-
fictency in carrving out decisions is
outstandingly distinguished.

With the vision of an idealist,
combined with the practical grasp
of the man of affairs, Dr. MeKeehnie
has already led the university out
of the \\'il(l«‘l‘llt‘ss imto the Promised
Land.  Tlow great its development
may be in the future it is impossible
to prediet. “But one thing is eertain,
that there is an inereasingly large
number of people in British Colum-
bia who in the years which lie ahead
will appreciate to the tfull the in-
spired leadership, the faithtful ser
vice, the devoted spirit which have
characterized the Chancellorship of

and the Board of Governors the Dr. MeKecehnie.

Klinck—The President

Attempted Appreciation.—By a Colleague.

tranquil and considered  courtesy
that sheds a certam grave decorum,
not to sayv solemnity, over the inter-
view. To some imterviewers he may
appear a little unbending, but then
one might quote from Emerson that
‘mianners S were  mmvented to keep
fools at a distance.”” Though Presi-
dent  Klincek “eertammly would
not put it as crudely as that, one
micht at least suspeet that, at times,
he feels the Hm‘v\.\ﬁ'\
the sentiment,

Farm lad;
lege man;

Hniost

ol endorsine

teacher: col-

dean:  and
president of a young and fast grow-
me university.,  That. in brief. s
the career Ot leis Klinek. B.S.A.
MS A DSe. L1V, President of
the Universitv of British Colnmbia.

HHow did this scion of Old Penn-
svivania  Duteh and Ontario trans
planted stock. reach his present at
tainment?
other cases, is simply that the stocek
Ilis father. who togeth-
er with his gentle and verv capable
mother, 1s c'n_in_\'ill‘_! his otium cum

.\l'll()(il

professor:

The reason in this, as in

was sound.

“tical ehristianity,

dignitate in Stoutville, Ontario, was
not only a promment farmer in his
day, but a practical
as well. To the best of my Kknow-
ledee-he neither tanght nor leetured
except by oa  splendid  example,
Nevertheless, his influence upon the
vouth of his community was ver)
far-reaching. ., One of the father’s
original plans, quite unigque in On-
tario forty vears aco, was the turn-
mg over of two acres of land for
a common plav-ground to the young
men and boys of the neighborhood.
Here they met every week-end, and
sometimes in the middle of the week,
for foothall, baseball and other ont-
door games. Ile never  preached
about his purpose, and that  was
prnlull»|\

educationalist

the reason why that par
ticular plav-field was such an em
nent sueceess, Things had to be done
well, aceurately and on time, in the
Klinek household.  Add to this an
atmosphere  of cheerful and prae-
which found its
expression in deeds rather than in
words, and vou perceive the main




