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rom words, “ A Message from
God.” May the Lord the Spirit, comfort (e
afflicted family and sanectify this event to us all.
J. G, Hesxicar
Canning, Dec. 12, 1865,
MISS HAYWARD, OF KENNETCOOK.

Died, at Kennetcook, on the 19:h ule., Miss
Eliza Hayward, in the thirty-second year of her
sge. Some time since it became evident that
consumption had marked her for its vietim —
Bhut out from the world, and mercifuily saved
from extreme bodily suffering, she was enabled
to give attention to thoee things which made for
her peace ; and seldom have we beleld a b.tter
practical development of the principles of faith
and piety than was visible in her character as she

her end. Her's seemed to be em-
, anl intelligent faith. She ofien spoke
of her death with great composure,—deaih seem-
ed to have no terror. For a short time before
ber death her sufferings were very severe; but
calmly trusting in God, the waited the event,—
and passed peacefully away to the rest above.—
‘We sincerely sympathise with her aged parents,
as this is the fith time (ke friends Lave been
summoned to convey from that now ionely habi-
tation the objects of their affection, until at
length they are led to exclaim, *“ We are bereft
of all our children ;" as one only survives, who
is abeent at sea. May God sustain them under
their heavy afflicticn.
W. TweeDy.
Kennetcook, Dec. 13, 1865.

MRS. J. H. BLACK OF PUGWASH.

Died at Pugwash, on Thursday, the 14th
inst, in the 36th year ot her age, Eunice, the
beloved wife of J. Henry Black, Esq. Just a
week before the day of her death, Sister Black
was actively engaged in the discharge of her
domestic duties. During her brief sickness she
was a great sufferer, but bore all her pain with-
out & murmur, peacefully relying on the merit
of her Redeemer.

“ 0 change! O wondrous change !
Burst are the prison bars ;
Bol his .':mt tb‘on. 50 low,
and now
Beyond the stars.

She leaves a sorrowing husband, two little
children, and very many sympathizing friends.
CJ.
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New Subscribers.

We intimated last week that as the result of
the generous and zealous efforts of our Agents
and friends throughout the Lower Provinces,
we are confidently anticipating a large acces-
sion of good Subscribers to our List, wmith which
to commence the New Year. We hope to re-
ceive early information of additional numbers
required, that we may strike off a sufficient
supply from the 1st of January. Don't disap-
point us, brethren and friends, in our reasonable
expectation.

Christmas.

Before the next issue of our Journal, CuRrist-
MAS, the greatest holiday of the year of merely
buman authority, will be numbered with the
past. By many the observance of the day will
be associated but to a very partial extent,
with engagements and cxercises worthy of the
grand event of which it is commemorative;
while by multitudes, that event will scarcely
be thought of, even for a moment. There have,
however, always been those of devout mind,
prepared to appreciate the object of the sacred
festival, and who with grateful hearts delight to
celebrate the coming of the Saviour to our
world.

The season is very properly one of gladness,
when it should be the aim of every body, as far
as possible; to make every one else a partaker
of the general joy. Itis well, amid the many
sources of disquietude abounding among man-
kind, that some periods should present them-
selves when those who are ordinarily the slaves
of care and toil, or those whose application to
duty is unremitting, should have appropriate
relaxation ; and when those whose lot is usu-
ally one of gloom, sho:ld have some drops of
happiness mingled in their cup. Among the
kindly remembrances cherished at Christmas
times, the poor and the sorrowful will not be
forgotten. There is another numerous class
who will not fail to make themselves to be re-
membered ; indeed it would be a sorry thing
to allow our care for them to slumber. We re-
fer to the juveniles, by whom no season is antici-
pated with greater delight than this one. The
recurrence of the festival to these is associated
with presents, and keepsakes, and social com-
forts, and family gatherings, and numerous other
expressions of innocent enjoyment, but little in
themselves, yet together serving to make the
season the most joyful one of all the year. We
would not have it otherwise, if we could.

Surely no event that has ever transpired on
our earth could be better fitted to awaken joy
in the heart, than the incarnation of the Son of
God as the Redeemer of our lost race. If an.
gelic beings, who are in no way directly interest-
ed in the advent of the Messiah, were exultant
in heralding the appearance of their Lord to
our world, how deeply should the heart of sin-
ful man, whose only hope of bliss eternal is in
Christ, be stirred to its depths with gladness and
praise, in the contemplation of the glorious oc-
currence !

Though {the theme of a Saviour's birth has
been dwelt upon by thousands in every clime,
during centuries past, still its interest is unfad-
ing, and the emotions it awakens arc as fresh
and as delightful as they ever were. How
touching, how beautiful, how simple, yet how
sublime, the gospel narrative of the announce-
ment of the incarnation, by the angels to the
shepherds: “ And there were in the same coun-
try, shepherds abiding in the field, kecping watch
over their flocks by night. And,lo! the angel of
the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them, and they were
sore afraid. And the angel said unto them,
Fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all people; for
unto you is born this day in the city of David,
a Saviour which is Christ the Lord! And this
shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a man-
ger. And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitade of the heavenly host, praising God

and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men. And it
came to pass as the angels were gone away from
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to an-
other, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem,and
see this thing which is come to pass, which the
Lord hath made known unto us. And they
came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph,
and the babe lying ia a manger.”
mmmmdtholdventoilhe
Saviour is received by the devout believer with
uestioning faith. It is to him no argument
::liut this or any other teaching of revelation,
that it is not in agreement wnh other facts nd
teachings of history or experience. The Chris-

merely because he has no information of any
other similar event. He regards nothing as im=)
possible with God. The divine power whick
sou)d produce any form of ereation, could easily
‘render possible His own incarnation. The
greatest point of mysteriousness, and tbat, no
doubt, which most excites the astonishment. of
angels, is the mystery of love which it involves,
the unspeakable, the unfathomable condescen-
sion of Jehovah in stooping to our poor humani-
ty, in allying Himself with worms of the earth,
thereby joining extremes infinitely separated.
Hereia is love, love beyond the comprehension:
of the highest created intelligence! “ Great is
the mystery of godliness; God was manifest in
the flesh.”

It has often been inquired, Why was the ad-
vent of the world’s Redeemer so long delayed ?
To this an appropriate reply is, The period
chosen, in the wisdom of God, was doubtless
the most fitting period in human history for the
appearance of the Great Deliverer. Prepara-
tion for such an event was mecessary. It was
in agreement with the grandeur of such an oc-
currence that the attention of man should be
directed towards it, and that the coming One
should be the desire of all mations. It was
right that remedial measures of man’s device,
for meeting the wants of man’s moral and spi-
ritual nature, should be sufficiently protracted
to prove their utter worthlessness, and to de-
monstrate the need of divine interposition.
Philosophy must be allowed to gain its proudest
triumphs in order to shew that the world by wis-
dom knew not God, and in order that the
new religion might be tested by the highest pow-
ers of intellect which Greece and Rome could
bring to bear upon it. Empires must be over-
turned and kingdoms shaken, to make way for
the establishment of the immoveable and spiri-
tual kingdom of Christ. Universal commotion
is to be succeeded by universal peace, as com-
porting with the character of thé Prince of
Peace. The Roman empire is'to be widely ex-
tended, and facilities to exist for the spread of
gospel truth, and the evangelization of the
world such as had not in preceding ages been
afforded. Divine wisdom 1s thus manifest in the
choice of the period of Christ's appearing.
“ When the fulness of time was come, GGod sent
forth His Son.”

In regard to the propriety of observing the
Christmas festival an eminent congregationalist
theologian, the Rev. Dr. Patton, has given a
testimony, all the more to be valued as coming’
from that quarter. He says: The matter of
Christmas, when freed from superstition, should
be treated as a part of a general idea of asso-
ciating the successive portions of the year with
prominent scenes in the life of Christ. There is
certainly an attraction in this thought for every
christian heart. Where could be the harm, if,
by an orderly arrangement, the churches of
Christ should celebrate His birth, baptism, temp-
tation, transfiguration, rejection, death, resur-
rection, and the pentecostal effusion? If we
could forget painful associations in the past, and
could drop a few awkward, antiquated, and now
unintelligable names, it would surely be pleasant
to have each season of the year linked with
some scene in the history of Jesus, which should
be appropriately commemorated in the services
of the family and the Church. In such cases
children would come up under a happy religious
culture of mind and heart, the year would move
forward with hallowed meaning, and worldly in-
fluences would meet with a steady counteraction.
Bat best of all, the effort would be to give more
prominence to the life, death, and personal work
of the Saviour; and less to disputations on the
philosophy of the doctrines.”

From our English Correspondent.
Death of Rev. Robert Young—New work b%
Rev. J. W. Thomas—the ion of Sabbat.
observance—Dinner at Mr. W. McArthur's—
the Jamavea question— Parli tary Reform.

Since my last was written an ex-President of
the British Conference has passed to his reward.
Probably there are readers of the Provincial
Wesleyan who remember the Rev. Robert Young
when he was stationed in Nova Scotia—three
years in the Windsor circuit, and one year in
Hhlifax, between the years 1826-'30. Mr. Young
was the greatest of our revivalist preachers, and
in his own particular line, he has not left an
equal. Every circuit in which he laboured was
visited with showers of blessing. His manner
in the pulpit was exceedingly grave, amounting
almost to stiffness ; his delivery was veither ra-
paid nor boisterous, and he ueed but very little
action ; yet under this quiet exterior, there
burned an inward fire, the effects of which on
many occasions were worderful and overpower-
ing. Daring the five years of Mr. Young’s re-
tirement, he was a great sufferer. When I visited
him, 8 year or two since, his whole frame was
quivering, his hands shaking violently,—the ef-
fect of paralysis. He was unwilling to see any
company except his oldest friends ; but to them
he testified in the clearest manner his unshaker
faith in that adorable Saviour whom be had
preached to others. May his mantle fall upon
scores and hundreds of our young preachers!
They are, as a body of men exceedingly correct,
and well behaved, they get up their sermons
with scrupulous care, and they are quite alive to
the dignity of their office ; but a little more fire,
would be a great improvement.

An important volume has this month been s-
sued from the Conference press. The title is,
“ the Lord’s Day, its history, obligation, impor-
tance, and blessedness.” The author is the Rev.
Jobn Wesley Thomas, an accomplished scholar
a learned student, and a respectable poet. Mr.
Thomas is well known in the literary world, by
his superb translation of the immortal poems of
Dante, two volumes of which, including the
“ Inferno” and the ¢ Purgatorio” of the great
Italian poet, have already been published, and a
third volume, the “ Paradiso ” is now in the
press. It is acknowledged by the leading lite-
rary journals, such as the Atheneum and tke
“Westminster review, that Mr. Thomas’ transls-
tions are wortby to rank among tkte very best
poetic versions in the English language. His
new book on the Christian Sabbath is peculiarly
appropriate at the present time, when a deter-
mined effort is being made, to get rid of the
Sabbath, or at least to lower its claims, so0 as to
render its observance a mere matter of opinion
or of expediency. Scotland, as all the world
knows, bas long been famous for the strictness
of its observance of the Sabbath ; but one of the
the most popular Scottish Divines, Dr. Norman
McLeod, a leading miuister of the Scottish kirk,
a domestic chaplain of the Queen, and editor of
one of the most widely circulated morthlies
in the kingdom, hss boldly repudiated the
trrditional Scotch view of the Sabbath, in a
speech which has startled the entire nation.—
Dr. Guthrie, who is one of the leading spirits
in the Free Church of Scotland, though he does
not go the same lengths as Dr. McLeod,is never-
theless a great innovator upon the Scottish Sun-
day. In his Sundsy Magazine, s new monthly,
which is said to have started with a circulation
of 100,000, he not only inserts &ll kinds of busi-
ness advertisements, but provides fiction, and
miscellaneous reading of a character which would
bave been thought utterly out of place for Snn-

day reading twenty yesrs ago.  In the English

tian cannot doubt the possibility of such an event | the Christisp Sebbath canrot

1myetmd the book, but Mr. Thomes’ name

s poiot in theology, exc

was only given to the Jews, aud tbat its obser-!
vance st precent rests ouly upon Church eutho-
vity« In this stete of public cpinion, and with
the divetors of the Crystsl Palace and otber,
places cf smusement incessantly endeavouring
to get the existing law altered, co as to sliow of
the opening of places of smusewent on Sucday, |
8 learned and at the same time & popular trea-
tise on the Divine sutbority snd obligations of
the Sabbath, is eminently eseasonable. 1 have

with those who know him, is a guarantee forits
excellence.

The Wesleyans of Lordon bave been stirred
up to fresh activity. The Mettopolitan Chapel
Building Fucd has been instrumental in pro-
moting the erection within tte a5t three or four
years of twelve or fourteen new chapels in Lon-
don, mostly of lsrge dimensions. Its resources
however are exbausted, and the other dsy Mr.
Willism MecArthur, secretary to the Fund, in-
vited twenty or thirty gentlemen to his house to
dinner ‘with a view of ascertasining whether »
fresh start could not be made on beball of the
Fund. The character of the company both as
to heart and pocket may be inferred when I state
that beforej they separated £15,000 bad been
snbscribed. The liet Las since been asugmented,
s0 that it may be hoped that Methodism will
continue to advance in something like propor-
tion to the enormous annua!l increase of the po-
pulation.

The Jamaica question, has taken an unprece-
dented hold of the public mind. Oa the first
arrival of the news of the etrocious outrages at
Moraut’s Bay, public feeling went decidedly
againet the negroes. But the current has chang-
ed, and at the present moment, it is as decided-
ly against Governor Eyre and the Jamaica au-
thorities. There are loud demands for the
instant recall of the governor, and for & Royal
Commissioner to be sent out to investigate the
whole matter. The occurrence which has made
the deepest impression on English Society, is
the forcible removal of Mr. Gordon from Kings-
ton, where he was amenable (o to the civil law,
to Morant’s Bay, where he was summarily tried
by court-martial, -and hanged. The flippant
monner in which the slaughter of the negroes is
spoken of, in some of the cfficial despatches, has
also excited great indignation. Among public
speeches on this important and exciting question,
one cf the earliest and ablest is that of the Rev.
William Arthur. The Missionary Societies are
all astir upon the question, and a numerous de-
putation, representing the various religious and
philantbropic societies, is to wait upon Mr. Card-
well, Secretary for the Colonies, this afternoon.
Unfortunately the mail will be made up before I
could have time to report the result.

The death of Lord Palmerston has already
produced a perceptible effect upon the character
aud complexion of politics. Of seven milions of
men over twenty one years of age in Great Bri-
tain only about one million, are entitled to vote
for the election of members of parliament. The
voting qualification is a ten pouuds rental for
boroughs, and the ownership of a freebold or s
larger smount of rental for counties. Universal
suffrage is out of the question, but there will be
a strong effort made to lower the voting qualifi-
cation, from a ten pounds, to a six pounds ren-
tal. The effect of this wouid be to double the
existing constituency. Sach an importation of
the working-classes into the electoral body, is
regarded by old-fashioned tori-s with distrust
and slarm, while ultre-liberals consider the pro-
posal as only a small 1nstalment of the justice
due to the working-classes. The next Parlis-
ment will witness severer fighting than has been
seen for years past. Ww.

London, Dec. 9, 1863,

————— e

Barrington Correspondence.

Dear Mr. Epitor,—We have just been
engaged in holding a series of Missionary Meet-
ings, on this and the two adjoining Circuits to
the eastward, viz, Shelburne, and North-east
Harbour, our starting point being as usual, at
Barrington Head : Deputation,—T. W. Smith,
T. D. Hart, C. W. Dutcher, and E. Brettle. In
all we have held eight meetings. This pleasing
task we should have completed in a fortnight,
but that we were hindered twice by very stormy
weather ; thus interrupting our programme. The
attendance at all these meetings, has been
good, in most places larger than usual; and
the spirit of the meetings, has, we think, been
of the right kind—calculated to promote the
glory of God, and to advance the interests of
the Mission cause; there has been seriousness
in opposition to levity ; and cheerfulness in op-
position to dulness and gloominess. We have
never heard more earnest pleading on behalf of
the elaims of the Mission cause, nor the obliga-
tion and privilege to come up by liberality, by
prayer, and by cflort, “to the help of the
Lord,” more plainly and faithfully urged, than
while listening to the brethren presenting the
conditions and claims of various parts of the
widely extended Mission-field, on this De-
putation. The brethren seemed to do their
work, as though each man felt that the
note of retrenchment, sounded from head-quar-
ters, had struck deeply into his heart, and called
into healthful and vigorous exercise, Christiaa
sympathy and zeal, and that should retrench-
ment hecome a reality, either in Italy or else-
where, it would be a calamity, a reproach, and a
disgrace. The spirit by which the Deputation
seemed actuated, and the tone of their ad-
dresses scemed to say: It ought not, it cannot,
it must not, it shall not be. God grant that the
discordant note of retrenchment may be heard
no more, but all fears of tbis kind give place to
the “full assurance of faith,” in progress and
extension !

We are thankful to report that in every place
included in this series of Missionary Meetings,
the collections and subscriptions are in advance
of last year, and in some places from seventy-
five to a hundred per cent. and upwards. For
this we thank God and take courage, and while
we rejoice to witness a spirit of increasing liber-
ality in the support of Missionary and Evan-
gelical Institutions, we trust that every depen-
dent circuit will keep an onward march towards
a self-sustaining position ; and thus leave us free
to be more truly Missionary in our Contribu-
tions and operations. Above all may the Spi-
rit fron on high, descend in a baptism of fire,
upon ministers and people, and “showers of
blessing ” gladden every hill of Zion! E. B.

Kempt_Circuit.

Mgz. EprtoRr,—For the benefit of your numer-
ous readers and the information of those who
have formerly laboured here, perhaps it may not
be out of place to drop you a few lines respecting
our Missionary meetings which have recently
been held on this circuit.

We were much dissppointed st being depriv-
ed of your valuahle services. Your lack of ser-
vioe however, was at least, in part, supplied by
Bro. Taylor, who preached three usefu! sermone
on the Sabbath and sttended the meeting on
Monday evening.

Bro. Eogland promptly met his engsgement,

Church the Dean of Canterbury has stated that

and together with Bro. Gray @id us good ser-

|
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b~ maintsined asvice. The mestiog at Kesmetcook on Mondey ' to the smaller ones, itd
Dr. Hestey in his'evening was M-M,w:l;\:ﬂfﬂ'.‘ma.

tende thet the Sabbath|while the resuits showed no ission-
Bampton Lectures conten ‘.,”.L Brethren Bagland snd Gray acoom-

panied us to Kempt on Tuesdsy evening, where
the proceeds of the mesting were abont as Jest
year. On sccount of the absence of the member
of the deputation who was to assist at Walton
and Tenecape we were obliged to postpone the
meetings at those pleces at that time. By the
kindness of Bro. Barratt we have been enabled
to hold them during the past week. At Walton

meeting, good musi¢, and a godd subscriptior*
At Tenecape the congregation was not large, but
the friends showed their interest in the cause of
missions by subscribing and paying st the meet-
ing neatly thirty dollars.

There is one feature in our missionary meet-
ings on this circuit, which we would like to see
manifesting iteelf on all our Circuits, namely, the
payments of subscriptions at the meetings. Up-
wards of sixty dollars of the sums subscribed at
our meetings, were paid at the time. From pre-
sent prospects we think there is no doubt we will
quite equal if not exceed the sum raised on this
Circuit the last year.

We feel much obliged to Bro. Barratt for his
kindness and efficient services on the Sabbath
and at tbe meetings. It has seldom been our lot
to labour among a people who sppear more wil-
ling to contribute to all that is connected with
the comfort of the minister, or the advancement
of the cause of God. Wx. TWEEDY.

Kennetcook, Dec 13, 1865.

—_——— e ——

Charge to Young Ministers.

The followiog Ordination Charge by Bishop
Thomson, M. E. Church, will be of interest to
our readers, both lay and clerical : —

You have answered the questions of the Die-
cipline, and I will call your attention to only three
points—

First, the declarations you have made on the
subject of holiness, or * being made perfect in
love in this life.” You have said you expect it,
The doctrine is not, [ am happy to say, exclusively
though distinctively Wesleyan, while surely it is
eminently Scriptural. Wesley found it in tte
8cripturee, and ss he read it in the homilies and
prayers of the Church of England be made it
prominent, giving it its proper place in the Chris-
tian system. It is a metter of alarm when a
Methodist minister is beard spesking disparage-
ingly of the doctrine.

Perbaps there are some causes why it is so
spoken of at times. There are some of its prc-
fessors whose lives are not as beautiful as they
should be, who are inconsistent or ecoentrie. Yet
this is no valid reason why the doctrine shall
not be preached and enjoyed. There are often
objections urged by those who stsud remote from
the revival altar ; they hear and see much to
confuse. Bring them nearer and the confusion
is less ; bring them into it, and they are one
with its epirit. Many of cur objections will
vanish if we will come near the great blessing of
perfect love! We fail to comprehend fully the
experience of those who stand upon a higher
plane. Let us go higher !

Some who enjoy and preack this blessing con-
stantly are not so useful as others. This may be
explicable from various considerations, but one
is sufficient, viz. : They preach this exclusively,
forgettir g to observe * the proportion of feith,”
ALL Scripture is given by inspiration of God and
is profitable. The guide should be in advance,
but must be in sight. Pearis are not to be cast
before swine, but there is even food for the swine.
Let all the doctrines of the gospel be preached
in symmetrical proportion.

I said this doctrine is eminently Scriptural. It
is taught with power in all the commands, and
glows io all the promises. How it comes out in
the prayers of Old and New Testament saints !
¢ Create in me a ciean beart, O God.” * The
very God of peace sanctify you wholly.” ¢ Mak-
ing mention of you in my prayers, that the God
of our Lord Jesus Cbrist, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and re-
velation in the knowledge of Him ; the eyes f
your understanding being enlightened, that ye
may know what is the hope of His calling, and
what the riches of His inheritance in the saints,
and what is the exceeding grestness of His power
to us warcd who believe, according to the working
of His mighty power which He wrought in
Christ when He raised Him from the dead.”

And can less be meant in the wonderful climax
of that other apostolic prayer, ** that ye might
be filled with all the fulness of God ?”

Think not meaaly of your souls ! Think not

meanly of your Saviour ! Think not meanly of
your sanctifier ! Think worthily of the divine
promise and of that power working in us, even
the power that reised up Jesus Christ from the
dead.
Secondiy,—The importance of complete per-
sonal devotion to this ome work. It must be done,
It is engrossing. You t be a fal,
an eminent preacher and bleed and blister, or
farm. Strength comes not by diffasing, but by
coneentrating.

Thirdly, Yoa promise this day to labor as sons
ia the gospel, as yoa shall be directed, to go
where and when you shall be sent. Ours is an
itinerant system, and you balanced its advants-
ges and disadvantages before you enteved it. In
the college there is what is calle the matricula-
tion register. It contains the rules which are to
govern the student. These rules are read to him.
He may decline to sign them, bat if he signs, he
is bound by them as long as he remains in tte
college. He may withdraw, but while he stays
be is bound. Where is his honour, if he violate ?
I have no microscope of sufficient power to de-
teet it

The application is easy. The Presiding E'-
ders know both the men and the work better
than the people or the ministers. They may
sometimes underestimate a man, but the tenden-
cy is in the opposite direction. The mimister
may possibly over-estimate himself, but these
mistakes are temporary, for men will surely gra-
vitate to their own level !

In some book, I think our system is called
¢ The great iron wheel.” Meaning, as I am told,
for I never read it, that it is a Juggernaut,crush-
ing countless victims after a most merciless man-
ner. The conclusion is not necessary. There
is no wrong in being or in having a wheel. The
wheel is quite important—it marks the first step
out of barbarism. As surely as men become
civilized they take to wheels. They have them
for barrows, for carriages, for locomotives, for
machinery, for piows.

To call our system a wheel is to place it in the
category of the higher civilization.

Nor is there harm in being an iron wheel—
iron is the most valuable of metale. From it
comes the needle and the locomotive. Destroy
iron and you stop all lathes, still all spindles, de-
stroy all railways ; you put out of existence ag-
riculture, for your plows and hoes, your spades
and pruning hooks, all come from the iron mine.
It makes at once the pen and the sword.

I think the iron in this wheel must be quite
good, for it bas worn a bundred years and is
brighter than ever, shows no rust, and gives no
sign of breakage.

Nor is there harm in being & great wheel. I
find in machinery the great wheel indispensable

we bad a respectable company,.an interesting |

rives the “entire ‘sppars-
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Ours for a time only'moved s part _
| of this ¢ountry, but & new adjustment is takicg
| place, and all wil! be propelled ip Union.

|" But the wheel moves. Well, 1 see no harm in
‘moﬁon, it isthe order every where. The Lord
\ favored wheeis. He made the world round, sod
set it turning on its axis and wheeliog in its or-
bit; and be turns this great wheel of the world
just as often as we turn the itinerant wheel and
the whole planetary system turns round the sun,
and even the sun himself tutng and the doetrine
of modern philosophy is, that the whole oniverse
wheels rourd a common center at the bidding of
the Great Bishop of souls ; every orb in the ce-
lestial spaces travels round its circuit eccording
t0 a fore certified plan of appointments so that
it future positions may be predicted to the ac-
curacy of a moment.

As to ours being & moving ministry, after all it
{is not more so than others. Never a cat loved
home better than 1. Personally I would prefer
| to midister to one Church for fifty years. But it
takes two for 8 bargain. The Church might not
want me, and I might be moved uoawares. I
prefer to know where I am to go, and to have
some one respotsible for finding me an appoiat-
ment.

The Presbyterian Church (New School) has
some 1,700 preachers, only one-fourth of whom
are pastors. A large number of supplies, preach-
ing on trial as candidates, others are agents, etc.,
and it is feared some are without employment,
even amid the whiteniog harvests, for “ no man
bath hired them.” The wheel may roll men out,
but it rolls men in, and secures to every minister
a place and to every place s minister.

Three years is moreé than the average of pas-
toral service among sister Churches and so, with-
out the Great Iron Wheel, they move, and it
comes {0 be simply a question whether we shall
move on wheels, on paralielograms or triangles,

Liberality.—Ministers’ Salaries-

There is, perhaps, no point on which people
more require education, and no point on which
they are less likely to get it than liberality. This
is a duty distinctly recognized by the Scriptures
in a great variety of passages, of which the fol-
lowing are a few:—

“ Freely ye have received, frecly give.”

“ Lay not up treasure on earth, but lay up for
yourselves treasure in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through nor steal. For where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also ”

“ To do and to communicate forget not,
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”

“ God loveth a cheerful giver.”

“He who soweth sparingly, shall reap also
sparingly, but be who soweth bountifully shall
reap also bountifully.

“Let him that is taught in the Word, com-
municate to him that teacheth in all good things.”

These quotations might be almost indefinitely
multiplied, and so far as they relate to what is
called charity, that is the duty of relieving the
wants of the indigent, they are sometimes en-
forced from the pulpit. Butso far as they apply
to the support of the ministry, which is not
charity at all, though it should be liberality, they
are seldom brought before congregations. Yet
there is no conmection in which the promises
apply more pointedly than this, “ Give, and it
shall be given you ; good measure, pressed down,
and shaken together, and running over.” * The
liberal soul shall be made fat, and he that water-
eth shall be himself also watered.” *“ Inasmuch
as ye did it to one of the least of these my breth-
ren, ye did it unto me.”

Now, the present is a very appropriate time
for bringing this subject before the people. We
have often pointed out the great advantage, in
a mere worldly point of view, of sustaining the
institutions of religion. A community is more
prosperous, and property more valuable, where
there are well-sustained churches than in irre-
ligious localities ; but this is the smallest part of
the benefit. Education, intelligence, and tem-
perance are promoted, and especially religion,
without which all else is valueless.

Now, is it fair that all these benefits should be
received without an adequate return? The
Apostle Paul says emphatically no! On the
contrary, if the people have reaped of the
preacker spiritual things, it is but a small return
if he should reap of them carnal or material
things ; but it is of great consequence that these
material things should be ministered in a liberal,
kindly way. Anything mean or niggardly about
them deprives them of more than half their
value. What opinion can a minister have, for
instance, of hearers, if such there are, who pay
him in unmerchantable gain ? Can such a
preacher feel encouraged ? Or, if payments
are unreasonably delayed, and an un dis~
agreeable feeling arises every time he sees the
defaulters, how can his heart flow out to them ?
Many congregations think themselves unable
to sustain their minister any better than they do,
when, in fact, the only inability lies in their own
lack of zeal and love. To all such we would
commend the following anecdote : —

A church in an old-fashioned New England
village bad become cold and discouraged. They
bad an old minister to whom they promised
little and paid less, and even what they did pay
they thought they could not afford. At last a
party in the church were determined to get a
younger and more vigorous minister, but the
majority could see no sufficient reason for turn-
ing off an old and faithful pastor. So the move-
ment party, constituting nearly one-half, went
of, built a new and better church, and got a
younger minister, to whom they paid nearly
twice the salary. Such a damaging contrast
awoke the old church to new hfe ; they repaired
their building, and increased the salary of their
minister, who preached for years with a vigor
and power that rendered 1t doubtful which of
the two was the best. Here was a case, and it is
said to have actually occurred where a congre-
gation who thought they could not support one
minister even inadequately,found thatthey could,
in reality, support two Liberally.

Farmers, of all men, are apt to think that they
are not able to give because they do not handle
much money ; but the real truth is, they are, as
a class, the best able to give, for all their labor
for years and years has gene into their respec-
tive farms as so many savings-banks, and accu-
mulated there at compound interest. These
farm savings-banks are yielding large returns
this year on account of the high prices of produce,
but this is just the reason why ministers and all
others on fixed salaries are in straits. The ex-
penditure for food is greatly increased, so that
the same salary does not gonearly so far. This,
therefore, is the very time when congregations
should meet together and resolve to pay up at
once all arrears, if there be any, and to increase
the salaries of their ministers to the extent re-
quil:ed by the times, and begin the system of
paying punctually at short intervals, and if pos-
sible in advance. If they do so they will find
themselves, we venture to 8ay, no poorer in a
worldly point of view but much richer in soul ;
and both they and their ministers will realize
the truth of the old proverb that he gives twice
who gives quickly, or, in other worde, that a
prompt payment is twice as useful as a long de-
layed one.

It is clear that a minister should live as com-

!lndhnppon him in this way it is only neces- lurks, cven as graing e
 sary for nine men to contribute a tithe of their i Egyptian pyramids coany
ofthe wheeis | income. That is to say, every nine familiec;!;um of life within then ~\
| could by voluntarily paying tithes sapport ais reached. The good gy
sinister and his family. Now, itis also. chu! age, and has died withoy A
that !be'obligations of Christians to give of their | But when the rank mh\\
substance to the Lord’s work are not less than  that mother's tomb, thy
| those of the Israelites under the old dispensation, | hood, has Lowed his progg
but‘n the contrary, much greater.  And though | * yoke,” and given hjs
there are many other things to be done besides | “ duec sva.son " has not
supporting the institutions ot religion at home, I sower unnl' she has mh.'
yet this has the first claim. But as there are |of her darling son’s conyeng. ™
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Fthere will be means for many more objects.
It is not, therefore, generally lpea‘kmg, any
want of ability on the part of hearers if preach-

ers are not adequately supported, but a lack of
consideration or of liberality.

ing on their own behalf, and who should not be
compelled to do so.

well, call a meeting of the congregation to lay it
before them.— Montreal Witness.

The Morals of the Theatre.

SERMON BY REV. R. M. HATFIELD, D.D., clitcaGo.
The Wabash Avenue Methodist Episcopal

the delivery of Rev. Mr. Hatfield’s second ani-
madversion upon the theatres.

In opening his discourse the speaker briefly
reviewed his previous sermon on this subject,
in which he adverted first, that the theatre had
bad a notoriously bad reputation for two thou-
sand years; second, that it is not changed ; third,
that the theatre exercises a bad influence ov the
neighborhood in which it is located ; fourth,
that the character of actors is marked and sig-
nificantly bad; fifth, it is bad otherwise. The
speaker appealed to young men, whether they
would like to see their sisters associating with
actresses, and have actors visiting them and
proposing to marry them. The theatre, he said,
bad always flourished best in times of general
profligacy and corruption. Never did the
theatre flourish as well in Greece and Rome,
as when those powers were in their decline, and
when Pans was in the midst of revolution, and
was a mass of corruption, there were no less
than twenty-eight theatres in that city. This
showed that the tendency of the theatre was to
make men effeminate and bad, and in an in-
telligent, virtuous, and pious community, it
must languish. Next, he asserted that there is
not the slightest reason for hope that ther¢ can
ever be any improvement in the stage or its
associations. The bar in the theatre may be
abolished, but there will always be one near
enough for the thirsty portion of the audience
to go out between the acts for drinks. The
greatest care may be used regarding the admis-
sion of improper persons, but the painted Jeze-
bels, who are the chief attraction of the stage,
are always sure to be there. A committee of
the English Parliament, considering this subject,
said nothing could be done to improve the thea-
tre except burn it down. The theatre cannot
be reformed, because it is supported by people
who are in quest of impure excitement, and
are willing to pay forit. Even respectable peo-
‘ple, he said, like to go into the uncertain ter-
ritory between virtue and vice, and the theatre,
pandering to this taste, and kindling the fires
of unholy passions, was supported by them.
Were its profanity, salacious jests, and impure
intonations, no more heard, people would as
soon buy tickets for a prayer meeting or attend
a Methodist love-feast. He wished it understood
that be was dealing with the theatre, not the
opera; but if the facts he stated hit the opers,
80 much the worse forit. Finally, he made an
earnest appeal to young men to stay away from
the theatre, in which case every theatre would
die in six monthe. He had no petty spite against
these poor wretches who made their living by
pandering to the vices of others, but wished to
save young men from their snares. He, there-
fore, warned young men that attendaunce upon
the theatre would involve a loss of time, famili-
arize with vice, and generally demoralize them,
In speaking of the ‘ numerous incentives to
vice’ which men meet in cities, the Rev. John
Angell James says, * At bead of all these
must be placed the * ¢ Nothing too
strong or t00 bad can be said of the injurious ten-
dency of the stage.’ ‘It is emphatically, and by
way of eminence, the broad road and the wide
gate that leadeth to destruction.” ¢ It is bad sen-
timent, borrowing every possible aid to make it
still worse, is the school for intrigue, amours and
licentiousness.” He says, ¢ It degeiierates a fov-
erish imagination, and destroys a right balsnce
of character, kindles low and base appetites,
leads to drunkenness and debsuchery, hardens
the heart against religion, and a cloud of wat-
nesses can and do depose that of all the avenues
to destruction, not ome is more seductive or
more direct than the theatre.’

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher observes: ‘It is
notorious that the theatre is the door to all the
sinks of iniquity.’ ¢ Half the victims of the gal-
lows and of the penitentiary will tell you that
these schools for morals! were to them the gute
of debauchery, the porch of pollution. There
one learns how pleasant a thing vice is, amoars
are consecrated ; licentiousness is prospered;
and the young come away alive to the glorious
liberty of conquest and lust.” ¢ He may sit down
among thieves, blood-loving scoundrels, swind-
lers, broken-down men of pleasure,—the coarse,
the vulgar, the debauched, the inhuman, the in-
fernal.’

¢ Let the virtuous young scholar go to the gal-
lery, and there learn decency, modesty and re-
finement, amorg the quarreling, mincing, brutal
women of the brothel,’ &ec.

Similar quotations might be multiplied to al-
most any extent, from such men as Chalmers,
Newton, Dymond, Barnes, Finney, Maban, &c.

A Word of Cheer.

BY REV. THEO. L. CUYLER.

Many a pastor and many a parent and many
a Sabbath-school teacher grows disheartened
from the failure to reap immediate results from
their labors. They have sown- the seed; and
yet they reap no harvest, except the pleasant
satisfaction of having done their duty.
what does God promise ?

“ Be not weary in well-doing, for in due sea-
son ye shall reap, if ye faint not.” “The “ due
season” is God’s own time—not ours.” All the
dis~ouragement arises from impatience and im-
proper haste to witness results. But God has
no years in his existence. Itis all to him an
everlasting now. His “due sepson” may come
after many years tous—yea! after many gener-
ations.

For example, a praying mother sows the seed
of gospel-truth in the mellow heart of her dear
boy. The boy becomes a man, without showing
even a blossom of true piety. On the contrary,
his heart is dead in sin. “ The dust has grown
into hardness, and the clods cleave fast together.”

Now

fortably, at least, as the average of his hearers;

But within that hard heart the dormant seed yet

Brethren of the laity all over the country, and
of all evangelical denominations, do think of
these things, and let your thoughts lead to prompt
action at a time when it is so much required by
the necessitits of those who are averse to plead-

Let us then respectfully suggest that the la.y
officers of each congregation consult upon this
important matter forthwith, and, if they deem it
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N

Wl

Sometimes, 100, the *"'n
reaped by another. Ay "
through the pulpit anqg the ¢
many a year. He sowy jo
few sheaves he brings jp W
joy. Bat so much olhj.ﬂ
almost fears that his life
goes up from his d_\'ing.uhr
some shadow of di
Has he labored for nanghyy . 8

Wait a little and see. [
and truth from new lips fyf \
gation. In the “due seamt g, .
descends upon them. sedh '
sown by the departed
the rustling of ripe ﬁ::;‘

A revival comes.  Shocks gf g
golden on the spiritual field,
vest? Certainly it bnlu“‘ :
The first pastor dropped gy
successor watered it ; God bryg
Herein is that saying fulfille] s ,
another reapeth : but he thy
reapeth shall rejoice togethe* N
ber of those whom every p
church have received their
sions, or have been convert, i
labors.

J could give scores of histoey
the truth before us. Stephey
Stephen’s prayers ripened igy
his martyr-death. Paul is
Christ to-day. Humbler by
same experience of reapiqh
was dropped.

A zealous Christian wag
bath morning, the vestibule of o
Glasgow. He notices twy o
youths, who pass along the s
ous merriment. He stopsthe, g
entreaty, prevails on one dh.”
the close of the service be by
stranger a Bible from his pewujy
Some years afterwm gy
the West India islands, gostyduy
and is accosted by a genfmg wa
him. He eyes him closely, Xl
cognizes a resemblance § g ok
brought into his pew atiiame he
asks his name ; and ¥t mach daogion ;
¢ Do you not remembetygily .
whom you once invited il Wy,
Glasgow ? 1 am that ma, 1y,
sionary in this island ! The b
cast on the waters has b"“h
days.”

Fellow-laborers for Christ!
temperance reformers ! be of goodda
unbelief to the winds. We are st

for results. We are only resposi
duty. Have we done hat? Amw
The military lesson taught by Gen (%
fore Richmond is the same lesson %
in moral warfare. Let us “ fight & on}
same line if it takes” all the summen
time. Let us not be weary in

due season we shall reap, if we faint nct *3
on! Sow in faith. Seep the seed in =

more.

|
I

“ Qurs is the seed-time; God slone
Beholds the end of what is sown;
Beyond our vision, weak ssd
The harvest hour is hid withhin

“ Then out upon the bitter blast
The ventures of our seed we'll ast!

For the tender blade and the goldea '

Power of the Pulpit
The N. Y. Metholist hes sn artioh’
question, * Has the jower of e K
Pulpit declined.” We make the i §
tract :— !
Every great and moral reform *®
epidemical in character—the u’ 3
thy, turned hither and thither, o
verse minds, as psycholey &Y i
therefore, from the exisumel s P
power, there existed o o in the
things to account for much of e
ble results of the ministry o 8
the same time, we readily
was peculiarly that of evaralh by
hape indispensable thet God Wl
their preacbing with such marsed
in order to their success ; and Bk
ed succes should be the direct b ¥
bors, in order to the revival and
of a vital Christianity.
The work of the present ge:
ers is more peculiarly pastoral. B
to be evangelizing ; but from thef
bave occurred, is evangelizing net #%
sharp and sudden methods, &8 bf
painstaking and gradual messé
is to operate a church with ol ¥
while that of their fathers was®
They have no new doctrine or#¥
we mean new by comparisen ¥
and experience of other li'-“
teach ; they address audienees
instructed in secular and ™ ]
and which have become mor® “* y
find themselves obliged to look for e
more from an inward deve! pr
hood and youth of the chured o4 o

ward aggression and :

pit ministrations must M .
thoughtful, careful and didasinssd -
ly less impassionate and hortst®® |
correspond—there is less visibl® por
preciable power. But is e pros
power, less legitimate morslssd )
in the quiet installation of MJ
suasion of affection, Lhe =) 1
soul to reconciliation and m
Let the work of the faitbfsl ¥ pr
er of this day be gauged by B¢ *%.
requires him to visit the flock

to meet the classes nuudll"w‘ ol
diligently, to preach instructive’y

to watch over and supervise ‘F“ ‘ )
to attend faithfully to the vgrl:"_
nevolence, and also to live 18
mion with God and in good P e
which are without—and we ¥¢?
where the talents are equah lh:
ministry will not be less subsi4®

the fathers. But who does thie
there are hundreds, if not Wd “ 5

up to this standard. I“d"d',:n "
are the exceptions ; at any onsly®
that as many meet it propori™™
conditions of effectiveness osd v
fathers. Taking, then, the e
enlarged and advanced '?b'" o
ligations and oppportusith “.‘.‘
the trie ends of preaching 8 * . g
now, as heretofore, in ouf » ﬂ
tory. The power of the Mothod# g
not diminished, but only W"

and hence less demonstrati™®

rure e

Sow in tears, and you iyt venpn joy

C AG.-‘\).\‘L\T
= the El ldu
s, E:q, 8¢ ‘g
:l‘nlnt week, !_)cf r
s of this city.
. o various promir

Bas }‘mu&s.‘—hu
: t verse in
§ evening last,
including (ho'-e.‘
cut. The COLRTE
4 their snl.-,’l
- imating (D8t &
'-in“thf pulpit d
This wes don
Alfter read
her haste
he ®

utes.
erell T8
) r
ich; however .
t as he entered 00
. the lights were
shed.  Mr. B.
': iiwnrdic!ion. an
yath rvﬂlih‘ serviq

1 of
e loss OV
beseeching men 0

% .0 Accipent.—M

b, jeturning from &
hen descending 8 hil
own as * Scott’s

me cff, and they wer
jth great violence.
und by tome one
pply anid broken Wwag
in what had happene
asible; the wife unal
sedical examinstion 8
he accident had hfor!.
rious internal injurie
pound vnclun‘ol
1ill about 4 o'eloe
BPick still lingers, thou
her injuries render re
ille Acadan. ,
8'nee the foregoing
jved the following @
l Bro. Peck Lud been
with our Chuich, and
yus apd consistent
inently pe aceful,—e
sise 1o God eng
s closed in death. F
is age. His widow,
ying in & precerious &
perfect vesignation

Horton, Dec. 13, 186

AnMs SEIZED os.B
The Hamilton Time
sveuing lost,
tue Suspension
and & conduoto!
Railway, mede the di
of revolvers and me
srticles being pwhd
mated that several sei
ter have previously o
fasts wh
instanes, the sei
gentleman of Hamilto

# worthy of perfect
%‘hou possesion the

Trust to God's sun and summmnia _ 88 found were of -suspicid

believed that
= Woodatock :‘”‘l
;  Caming Kinp
_ paper, that & faw dal
| dragged down 5’; u‘}.
£“"¥ had received in
= threw him into the w,
one 8o, how""' )
happened to be
rulled the other
o again, but the boat
1o the rescue, and
upon the boys that ¢
away. Bome kind.}
ed to witness the we
delity of a dog to

is o H
ed nn'i:l:i M.'m

s, had entered ¢
y, while the t
ters having previc
be premises for
remanded for trial
Bupreme Court, an
8lso be sent up for
harged from eustod

JAMAICA.—When th
s quiet, althoy Y it w
present to ke
island. There 1.ad
Kingston when o /
had done such good ser
tebellion, were handso
public expense. The ‘ch
of the Colony was being
How‘e of Assembly, and
Questionable whether the
cesful in introducing hi
which is based on that o
V2., & Governor and Ex
8 Legislative Council, i
who is President, official
o all of whom are no
bere is Lo be no Repre

FENIAN ScARE 1v Ne
"bj'ﬂ the Intelligencer
§™ifying to know that

s of last week, in S¢
;-m gotten up by t
Ghy knew little or noth

‘“}0‘ Wednesday eve
o of “ Important I’
¥ the affair up to that t

ton that his Ex
express to St. 8§
\mportant despateh
u‘dﬂs&:&: rellti‘:u tq
18 sudden mov

o for the organs of the
Fenian papers them

to the public and al|

: very gravely info
o ussday evening as fo
2 (“‘lnllm.ions have bee
ooy military, leadin
~-d the civic ‘officers,
S be taken 1o guard o
llr: underorders to
Atls generally fe
‘:'C‘lmt any fome’ thi
» 88 further securi
n made upon

wgd mh\ ing citizens,
the “w-:.;:' Provoked |
Fong con




