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CATHOLICS NUMBER
23,000,000 IN U

-

Washington, D. C.
exposure ln) Lewis Meriam, former-
ly of the United States Bureau of
Census, of the inaccuracy of the
figures on the religious composition
of the United States as of December
81, 1916, furnished to the War
Department by the Rev. Dr. Walter
Laidlaw, Secretary of the Federa-
tion of (Protestant) Churches,
another non-Catholic of the highest
standing as an expert statistician
has analysed Dr.
and demonstrated their unfairness
to the Catholic body.

Mr. E. A. Goldenweiser, statisti-
cian of the Federal Reserve Board,
not only substantiates the findings
of Mr. Meriam (who reported that
he had been forced to the opinion
that Dr. Laidlaw had attempted *‘to
put something over”’
lics) but does so by somewhat
different, although equally conclu-
give methods. He uses the figures

—Following the |

| almost
| actual

| males
Laidlaw’s figures |

on the Catho- |

of age and sex distribution of the |

total population of the country
largely to establish the fact that

the Catholie total is far in cxcess of

estimated total of 17
olies, which' is the rock bottom
minimum of what could be con-
sidered as the total Catholie popula-
tion of the United States. As a
matter of fact the correct figure is
certainly larger and for these three
reasons :

In allowing for the proportion
males a ratio was used that is
certainly lower than the
ratio among Catholies,
because of the fact that among
immigrants, a large proportion of
whom are Catholics, the ratio of
is greater than

122,880 Cath-

of

natives.

2. In making the correction by
age the ratio of children was also
almost certainly too small, all
the existing statistics lndi('nlv that
among the races which are over-
whelmingly Catholie, like the
French Canadians and the Italians,

among |

the number of children per family |

is larger than among other elements
of the population.

Because of the assumption
made that outside of what may be
called building up the families of

| the reported members through sex
| and age corrections the membership

| of

that furnished to the War Depart- |

ment by the secretary of the Pro-
testant Council Dr. Laidlaw re-
ported 15,721,815 Catholics in the
United States; Mr. Goldenweiser
declares that a ‘‘reasonable esti-
mate of their number is twenty-
three million.”
The report of
by the expert
}“\li\ lul Reserve

his analysis, made
tatistician of the
Board to the Rev.
John J. Burke, Executive Sec re tary
of the Nullun,«i Catholic Welfare
Council, is as follows

By E. A. G

(Stati eB

vard)

Noexactstatistics of the number of
persons of each religious denomina-
tion in the United States are avail-
able. The census of religious
bodies, published decennially by the
Bureau of the Census, gives infor-
mation about the number of church
members and other items relating to
church
give data as to the number of per-
sons who profess a given faith
although not affiliated
membership to the church organi-
zation.
ious bodies by the Bureau
Census relates to the year
According to this report, out of a
total of 41,926,854 members of all
denominations in 1916, members of
the Roman Catholic Church con-
stituted 15,721,815, or 37. This
number, as stated above, includes
only persons for whom there is a
record of actual membership in the
church and certainly does not
prise all the persons of Roman
Catholic faith in the United States.
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FROM SEX MEMBERSHIP

partial proof of this state-

ment reference is made to the com- | _¢ ;0
ately

position of the Catholic
membership by sex
number of Catholics,
were reported by eex.
number 6,149,085 were males and
6,420,360 females, the percentages
being 48.9 and 51.1 respectively. It
is not reasonable to suppose that in
the total population of Roman
Catholic faith there were
women than men since in the
population of the United
there are more men than
and among the immigrants,
whom a large
olics, the ratio of men to women is
even larger. In 1910 the
number of males per 100 females in
the United States was 106.2 and in
1920, as a consequence of the inter-
ruption of immigration by the War,
the ratio declined to I04. It
probably safe to say that in 1916,
the year to which the figures on
religious bodies refer, the ratio was
about 105. If we assume that the
gex distribution among those
whom it is known, then 51.1% of the
15,721.815 Catholic members were
females. This would make a total
of 8,083,847 females. To
number of females there
correspond at the United %ml«\‘
ratio of 105 males ;w 100 females
8,485,539 males. Adding these e Hl-
mated figures of males and females
together we obtain a total of
16,469,386 Catholics.

Church
12,569,395

Of

this

total

women

of

CORRECTION BY AGE

In addition to this correction by
gex another correction by age may
be made. The report shows the
number of members 13 years of
age and over and the number under
13 years.
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Information on this item |

| fourths of all the

the
total
faith.
correct,
statistics

church
number

coincides with the
of persons of the
This assumption is hardly
but there are no direct
for the United States to
it and we
to turn to Canadian sources to
obtain additional light on the sub
Ject.
LIC
The census
shows that there
members of the Roman Catholie
Church in that country and
600 persons of Catholic faith,
persons of the
per one person actually
to the church. For non-Catholies
the ratio was much higher. There
were 852,464 persons belonging to
a church other than the
there were 3,141,715
persons in the population who were
8.69
If these ratios

HT FROM CAN
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1901 in Canada
were 1,856,019
2,209,-
or at
faith

per church member.

held true in the United States there |

would be
persons :

the following number of

Catho
Non-Cathol

1,64 25,784,000

69— 96,697,000
Tota 1

This total is, of course, exagger-
there were only 109,248,-
)3 persons in the United States in
July, 192 Thus, according to
official reports, the ratio of inhabi-
tants to church members is smaller
in the
This may be due to the fact that
the United States census was more
elaborate and painstaking, or to
fact that the population of the
United States is more permanently
and that for this reason
church affiliations are more
thoroughly established. Unfortun-
information for Canada by
provinces, which might afford a
helpful check on this conclusion,
not available.

481,004 100

CATHOLICS

While the

church mem

HAVE 21 PER CENT.

number of persons per
ber in the United St
smaller than
Canada, there is no reason that
occurs to one why this discrepancy
should be different to any extent
for Catholics and for non-Catholics.
If the enumeration of non-Catholics
was more thorough in the United
States, it may be assumed that the
enumeration of Catholics was more
thorough to the same degree. In
other words, while the
ratios are too high for both groups
of people in the United States, there

ates
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MAY A MAN KILL
HIMSELF ?

M. Benedik

No matter what petty circumstan-
tial differences we may find in this
brief span of space we call life, the
conclusion of it is the same for all
of us—peasant or poet, sage or
dullard, Croesus or beggar—we
shall finally be taken by the grim
reaper, death. Life is dear, and

Anthony D.D Ameri a

|
|
|

and Divine. It is an affront to the |
Divine nature of man, and contra- |
dicts his reason. It is an injury to
the social order from which we have
no escape. It dares to dispute the
ruling of God.” Frequently, in
fact, it implies a total negation of
belief in God. It is a result of that

| materialistic (un("[l' of life which

the general opinion would seem to |

be that it is natural to want to live
and to dread death. And it
curious anomaly that when man
reaches either extreme of his rela
tions with his Creator, when he
attains either to the zenith of hope
or drops to the nadir of despair, he
longs for death.

St.
treme in his frequently expressed
degire to be dissolved and to be with
Christ. A recent tragical occur-
which but slightly differs
from many other such instances,
will offer an example of the other
Some weeks ago a divorcee
actress, after a gay party in her
apartments, took poison and died.
Then one of several college students
who were present at the party
appeared, and two days later
was found, dead by his

1

dis-
he
own

also

| hand.

are compelled |

| woman,
| the pleasure-seeking type,

| life
| ask

belonging |

Roman |

him
the

Several letters written
were found, which state
actress, who was
" was not a**

by
that

belle of
" but had
plunged herself into the gay whirl
of revelry and dissipation in order
to “’kill the moroseness which her
had precipitated in her.
“Defiant of society, too strong
for help or sympathy, she had
long ago decided how the end
should be when her many devoted
friends no longer could divorce hel
from the misery of her own
thoughts.”” And he adds a very
significant sentence : ‘'l wondered
how she resisted so long the tempta-

society

to

| tion that death really is.”

| for us
| tant

| most

United States than in Canada. |
VZIKU

in |

Canadian |

is no reason to assume that the rela- |

tion between the Catholic
Catholic ratios is different in the
United States than in Canada, and
hence it may be concluded that the
percentage distribution of the popu-

represented by these figures, even
though the ratios of population to
church membership are not the
On this basis, the Catholies
of the
population, basis
of the
tion, about
at the rate
one member
appears to
estimate as it

or the

latest

on

22,900,000,
of 1.83
of the
be a
assumes

This
Catholies per
church and
conservative
that three-
Catholics are
church members.

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

The general conclusions mav I»u
summarized follows :
number of Roman Catholics
United States is certainly

as
in ﬂl«‘
larger

18 million members, but an estimate | than the number of Catholic Church

is made by the Census for the
remaining members, the estimated
totals being 3,924,402, or 25%, under
18 and 11,797,418, or 75%, 18 years
and over. This distribution by age
igs not in accordance with the gen-
eral distribution by age of the
population of the United States.
In 1920 there were 29,587,650
persons under 13 years of age, com-
pared with 76,178,070 persons 13
years of age ﬂnd over, so that those
under 138 constituted 88.8% of those
18 years of age and over. It is
gafe to say that in Catholic families
the number of children was rela-
tively not less than in the general
population. The truth is probably
the other way. This means that to
the 11,797,418 Catholics 13
age and over there wnuld corres-
pond not less than 88.8% of that
number, of 4,577,396 ('hlldn-n under
18, or 652,994 more than are given
in the report on religious bodies.
Adding this correction for age
distribution to the figures that we
obtained by making the correction
for sex distribution, we obtain an

years of |

members enumerated by the Census
of religious bodies. This number,
15,721,815, would be increased about
1,400,000 merely through the process
of building up the families of
church members on the basis of age
and 2sex distribution of the total
population of the United States.
lut even the adjusted figure is
clearly incomplete, as there is
no reason to believe that even
substantially all the persons
belonging to the faith are included
among church members. By com-
paring the United States figures
with those available for Canada,
where both the number of church
members and of persons professing
each faith are available, the conclu-
gion is reached that Catholies consti-
tute not less than 21 per cent. of the
population of the United States and
that 28,000,000 is a reasonable esti-
mate of their number.

Do what is in thy power and God

will be with thy good will.—The
Imitation.

and non- |

| <\lr('.\' i

. : | one-hundred American cities,
estimate of popula- |
|

is |

|
;
1

In view of the fact that life
the way in which we live it are
tremel important considerations
and that they are so impor-
precisely because they are a
preparation for death and what
follows, it seems that frequent
meditation about death should be
necessary. It is an experi-
ence that all of us must of necessity
undergo. As the Emir Musa found
inscribed on the seven tablets of
white marble in the City of Brass

“0 son of Adam, how heedless art
thou of the case of him who hath
been before thee! Thy years and
have diverted thee from con-
sidering him. Knowest thou not
that the cup of death will be filled
for thee, and that in a short time
thou wilt drink it ? Look then
thyself before entering thy grave
Where are those who possessed the
countries and abased the servants of
God and led armies ? Death hath
come upon them ; and God is the
terminator of delights and the
geparator of companions and the
devastator of flourishing dwellings ;
so He hath transported them from
the amplitude of palaces to the
straitness of the graves.

“Where are the Kings and the
peoplers of the earth ? They have
quitted that which they have built,
and peopled ; and in the grave they
are pledged for their past actions ;
there, after destruction, they have
become putrid corpses. Where are
the troops ? They repelled not, nor
profited. And where that which
they collected and hoarded ? The
decree of the Lord of the Throne
surprised them. Neither riches nor
refuge saved them from it.”

The same God who is the Master
of life, who brought all things into
being, is also the supreme Lord of
death. And yet we find so many of

and

ex-

is

His rational creatures, carried away |

by the
really

"l.-mptuliun 1h.n death
is,”’ erying out, ‘I will
and flinging aw: ay, wilfully
and knowingly, the precious chance
for salvation which the possession
of life constitutes. Recent statis-
tics, compiled from the records of
seem
to indicate a decrease, during 1920,
of some 80% from the period 1910-
1914, and a drop of 15
year 1919 in the number of suicides,
but even now the rate of self-de-
struction, 12.8 per 100,000 among an
aggregate population of 27,605,966,
is an indication that something,
somewhere, is seriously wrong.

And that something is not hard to
find. It is the lack of religious
belief which is so widespread in our
day. The true Christian concept of
life is that it is a period of trial
given to us by a wise and kind God,
in order that, by serving Him faith-
fully in the tasks which He places
upon us, be the trials which accom-
pany those tasks whatever they
may, we may deserve the reward of
eternal happiness with Him. And,
when He is satisfied with our efforts,

to

not |

from the | y
| register.

a|

| I know

Paul represents the one ex-

80

is well

Xpresse l]
“Rubaiyat,”

in the

Into this Universe,
knowing,
Nor Whence, like Water willy-nilly |
flowing ;

out of it, as Wind along the
Waste,
not
blowing

Where do we come from ? Why |
arewe here 7 Whither are we going?
Unless the heart of man, illumined |
with the light of faith, learns the |
answer to those all-important ques-

and Why not

And

Whither, willy-nilly |

| tions, it is useless to expect that he |

*‘the world’s finest |

| l'mt‘.}'

| modern society,

| what
| ences

| different

He will end that period of trial. |

And the very fact that life is a time
of trial indicates that we must have
crosses to bear, just as Our Lord
bore His cross and set the example
that we must follow, for only by
adversity can we prove of what
mettle we are made.

He who gave us life must also de-
termine death.
clearly teaches that man has not
absolute dominion, but only the
dominion of use, over his own life.
Suicide, therefore, is a disease of
the soul, resulting frgm a morbid
and distorted religious sense, or
from a total lack of religion.
*‘Suicide,”” says the Priest in Doector
Aveling’s interesting book, ‘‘Phil-
osophers of the Smoking Room,”” “is
condemned by every law, humun

Christian theology |

will have the moral courage to bear
without complaining, without
struggling fretfully, the trials and
hardships which take so large a part
in every life. And when the diffi-
culties become so great as to over- |
balance the materialistic pleasures
existence for those destitute of
the great gift of faith, what is more
natural than that they should de-
stroy that existence, lacking belief,
as they do, in any responsibility to a
Power above themselves ?

For *““the suicide is only # coward
at best.”” Here, as in every other
vital problem of life, a return to
religion is the remedy. Only belief
in an all-wise God who does every-
thing for the best, however harsh
His judgments may m at times
to our short-sighted vision, can give
the soul that moral bravery it needs |
to face the trials of life in such a
manner that death will not seem
terrible, but a pleasant release from
the bonds which keep us from our
true home
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SACRAMENT
UNITY

Sacrament is
touching token of the abiding
of Our Saviour §4
is heaven let down upon our earth.
It makes each and every one of our
churches the rallying point of all
who believe in Christ. During His
earthly life it was His mission to
h.n\ men to Hm.\. If by His teach-
ing and miracl In the Blessed
.\'zu rament H~ draws all His chil-
dren to the altar, where in a real
democracy of faith He shares His
good thingswith themwith a divinely
generous hand. At the present
time, when the hearts of men are
sorely divided by hatred and preju-
dice, the action of the
Sacrament in accomplishing a Chris-
tian solidarity cannot be yut
of count. The doctrine Our
Blessed Savi presence in the
Eucharist and the participation of
the faithful in the Lord’s body
must weld humanity together more
solidly than all the preaching and
action of social reformers and social
uplifters.

Augustine tells
nant sentence that jJust as the
Sacred Host is made up of many
grains of wheat ground into flour,
the Blessed Sacrament gathers
individual Christians into the solid
unit of one family.
It is for Holy
Communion table
is not only ¢ union
of men, also symbolic of it.
Who that has eaten of the Lord’s
with his fellows at the Com-
munion-rail can with easy con-
science nurture hatred cherish
bitterness 7 What tongue that has
been moistened w the Blood of
the Lamb can gather under it the
poison of envy, jealousy, detrac-
tion ?

Just now, when men are still
suffering from the bitterness en-
gendered by the War, and chafing |
under the galling inequalities of
would be well |
for ,them to approach more fre-
quently the Lord’s table. Holy
Communion will easily accomplish
all our international confer-
and our national reform
measures have far failed to
Men cannot be reformed |
Just as Christ cured the

The Blessed
most
]Il\ e

the

Blessed

)y
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ssed

urs

us In a preg-

80

tural

n that
ymmon
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super
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effecti
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or

yith
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80
en masse,

invalid, so, too, through the Blessed
Sacrament will He cure the individ-

| ual souls who make it an upstand-

ing factor in the
gocial regeneration.
have unity amongst men, it can
only be through Christ, who acts
most potently upon the individual |
heart through His Sacrament of
Unity.—Rosary Magazine.
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THE FAIR, LONDON
Several thousand Prize Lists,
lot of advertising material
kinds have just
mailed from the Western
Offices to exhibitors and

throughout Ontario and

points. The dates for the Big
Exhibition this year are Sept. 9th

to 16th, and preparations have been

in progress for months so that

everything may be in readiness for
the opening day. Several new

features may be noticed in the
Prize List in the Live Stock Depart- |
ment, one especially being a yearl-
ing feeding competition. Any boy

or girl who is a resident of Canada,

between ten and eighteen years of
age, may compete with their yearl-
ings. The calf feeding competition
will also be of special interest.
Send for Prize List, Entry Forms,

&e., to the Secretary, A. M. Hunt,
General Offices, London Ont,
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Don’t Throw Your Old Carpels Away

y Ue a

rope around them and send to us to be made into

The Famous VELVETEX Rugs

Roversiblo-Will wear a lifetime—Prices reasonuble
We have

hundreds of recommendations
oustomers,

from satisf
SEND FOR FOLDER 48
We pay express hoth ways
small orders,

Canada Rug Company

98 CARLING BTREET, LONDON, ONT,
Katablished 1009 Phone 2488

on large orders, One way o1

AUGUST s,

For All Klnds of

Church
Supplies

and Religious Articles

TRY

Canada Church Goods

‘Callaghan’s De Luxe Tours

ESTABLISHED
Personally Conducted.

1916

All Expenses Included

Under the personal direction of J. J
succesaful Pilgrimages and

who has

World-Famq

Callaghan, already condueted

lv.uh to the at

us Shrine

Ste. Anne de Beaupr

Side Trips to All Points cf Interest

Boats Leave Toronto— Auq 14th and
Day Tour, $68.00 | . r. $92

J. J. CALLAGHAN, 613 Wellington St., London, Ont.
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‘HONESTY IS THE BES
POLICY”

This famous saying of Benjamin
Franklin's has so often proven true
that it is now realize
that honesty is i
*h a really succe
be built. Honesty }
guiding policy The
Tea Company since 1892, when
wa founded. Hon
Honest Value, and Honest
ntation through advertise-
menteg, have combined to make more
people use “SALADA’ tea daily
than any other tea sold in North
America. If you do not use it now,
a trial package from your Grocer
vill convinee you that it is the
1¢ tea on the market
for it today.
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DIED

McCoy.—At Ottawa, Ont., on May
13, Charles McCoy, beloved husband
of the late Matilda Savage of
Templeton, who died March 29.
May his soul rest in peace.

SueEHAN.—At Brigus, Nfld.,
July 7th, fortified by the rites
Holy Church, James Sheehan,
seventy-ninth year, leaving a
widow and one son to mourn their
gad loss. May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus have mercy on his soul.

McCrory.—At Hotel Dieu Hospi-
tal, Windsor, Mrs. John McClory,
of Sandwich, formerly of Cayuga,
aged fifty-two years, two months
days. May her soul rest
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