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their brethren here below who still en-
dure the hardships through which they
themselves have gone, but which in the
strength of their Redecmer they have
overcome,

But to many outside the pale of the
Catholic Church the question fre-
quently arises : Can the saints know
of our desires, and hear our supplica-
tions ? The Catholic's answer is in the
affirmative, for he knows that it is the
teaching of the Catholic Church, (whose
authority in matters of faith he cannot
and dare not deny) though the manner
in which almighty God permits the
saints to be acquainted with our affairs
has not been revealed, and the Catholic
is warned that it is useless and even
dangerous to make idle speculations on
the matter.

It may be well, however, to illustrate
this doctrine of the fellowship of the
Saints with us by an illustration for
which we have scriptural authority, and
that is of the close analogy that is to he
found in the mystical body of Christ to
the human body.

The human body we know is composed
of a head and a number of members all
associated with one another in the clos-
est possible manner, all compacted to-
gether by means of a frame-work of sin-
ews and bones that enclose or support
the most important parts, which are too
well known to enumerate,and not t he least
important, by means of blood vessels and
veins, which are the channels that con-
vey the necessary vitality to every
particie of the body, 8lling it with v ,.
or and activity, But, further, there is
something more marvellous still. It is
that vast but delicate network of nerve
fibres which have their centre in the
brain, and by means of which the
brain becomes cognisant of the very
slightest touch upon any vortion of the
body whatsoever. The least pain I may
suffer in my arm is at onee conveved to
the intelligenee, and the brain instantly
divines the cause of that pain, or at any
rate it knows what portion of the body
isaffected. Andnot ouly does the brain
become cognisant of it, but also the other
members of the body are in some ws
affected by it, in a manner, however,
varying with the degree of pain that is
inflicted.

And so it is also with the mystical
body of Christ. Much of that which is
known to Him Who knows all things,
the Head of the Church, conserving the
individual members on earth, is also im-
parted to the chosen and glorified mem.
bers of His body in Heaven. The hols
Apostle says : * We are members of His
body, of His flesh, and of His bones.”
and * everyone members one of
another,” so that “if one member suf-
fer, all suffer with it ; if one rejoice, all
rejoice with it.” It is true that the
saints in heaven eannot suffer, for the
time of their suffering is past, neverthe-
less our pains and afflictions as well as
our joys are made known to them
through the channels of their union
with Christ, and they are wmoved to
sympathize or to rejoice with us in no
small degree. Our Lord has revealed
this fact to us in the words of the Gos-
pel: *“ There is joy in the presence of
the angels of God over one sinner doing
penance,” and if the angels know these
things, so also do the saints who are
partakers with them in glory.

The analogy shown above will then
illustrate to us more clearly this in-
separable communion that we .on earth
enjoy with the blessed in Heaven. And
how can we touch them in such a way
that will cause them to convey each of
our own special petitions to our Head in
Heaven ? It is by prayer. The mo-
ment we pray tothem in sincerity, that
same moment also do they convey our
petitions to Him in Whom they live and
move and have their being, and it is
with a speed infinitely more rapid than
that which ensues from the touch upon
a human body conveyed to the human
brain. They claim no power inherent in
themselves to help us. All that we lay
before them is instantly referred to God.
During the period of their earthly pil-
grimage, it was to him alone that they
offered their conflicts, their trials, their
anxieties and their sorrows, and now
that these are to them things of the past,
they interest themselves more perfectly
in the spiritual welfare of their
struggling brethren, and all their
petitions are offered in their behalf,

Let us then in addition to our own
feeble prayer that we offer to God, tonch
them continually by invoking their aid.
Let us tell them of our temptations, our
afflictions, our sorrows and of our sins,
with the assurance that our suppli
tions will be instantly conveyed by them
to the Sacred Heart of our Divine Lord,
who will grant them according to His
will, who has promised, to hear the de-
sires of all who eall upon Him with
singleness and sincerity of heart, and
who will more readily and abundantly
bestow His gifts upon those who ask for
them through the medium of His saints.
And seeing that we have so great a
cloud of witnesses over our head, let us
lay aside every weight and sin that sur-
rounds us, and let us run with patience
to the fight proposed to us, looking unto
Jesus, who is the Author and finisher of
our faith. G, F, FErris,

Nore BY THE EDITOR.—The above
contains some beautiful thoughts upon
the strengthening and consoling doc-
trine of the Communion of Saints. Our
friend has given one explanation of the
manner in which the Saints hear, or,
more correctly, prayers.
Nothing is settled upon the point. It
is an open question in theology. The
other opinion is that God Himself prim-
arily receives all our prayers. They
then are made known to the saints by
special revelation. It isnotour purpose
to son out one or other of these opin-
ions. One thingis certain that not only
i the example of God's chosen friends
a motive to us, not only are their merits
at our disposal, but their intercessory
prayer is continually rising like incense
before the throne for us exiled children.
Mother Mary's omnipotent petition—
apostles and martyrs and all the others
—confessors and virgins pray for us,
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THE REVEREND FATHER BENSON ON
CHRISTIAN DISSENSIONS.

The Rev, R, H. Benson, M. A, deliver.
mLtln- first of a course of sermons on
*The Marks of the Chureh” on Sunday
evening last at the Church of 88, Peter
and Paul, Nford, to a lar e congrega-
tion, the sacred edifice being complete-
ly filled.  The reverend preacher open-
ed his discourse with a reference to the
belief of some people in England that
Our Blessed Lord came on earth to save
each soul directly, and that the idea of
4 Church society or organization of
Christians was erroneous, There were
not many, he added, who ent ined
that opinion, for it was an impossibility
to read the Scriptures with any amount
of intelligence witiout umln-‘rnlun(liug
that Our Lord came to found a society
of some nature, into which each »«-p:u:-
ate soul should be incorporated, and
that He called people specially apart in
order to participate in that society.
Not only by His actions but also by His
words, Our Blessed Lord showed that
He descended on earth to found a comp-
any or society, for He often referred to
the kingdom of God, and before ascend-
ing into heaven, Our Lord gave to this

; g
society He had founded authority
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in His name. Nearly all Christians
agreed that Our Lord came in order to
establish some deseription of soe
Where there were so
amongst Christians, it was comforting
that they were in accord upon one or
two points, though there were many
upon which they could not agree, He
supposed that the very bitterest con-
troversies that ever raged in the world
were on the question of what the society
was, where it could be found, the marks
it possessed, and in what manner those
marks were to be identified. The
ordinary Nonconformist would probably
say that the society was composed of all
people who loved the Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity, and it was not of conse-
quence whetherthe person was W esleyar,
Congregationalist, or Baptist, and, if the
Nonconformist was very broadminded,
he would say it did not matter even if
the man was a Roman Catholie. The
Anglican, perhaps, would be stricter in
his views. In the Anglican's opinion,
Our Lord gave certain rules to the
society, and if anybody did not eonform
he might save his soul but was not
really part of the external society. An
Anglican would consider that the Cath-
olic Church, the Greek Church, and the
Anglican Church were parts, and all
three if they preserved the creed
and  Sacraments, composed the di-
vine society on earth, What did

'ty.
many divisions

it mean when they said that
THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST
upon earth was one? The Anglican

said that common belief and faith in
Jesus Christ and the ministry of the
ereed and Sacraments made them one.
What made an earthly kingdom one ?
The British Empire was not one because
they spoke one language and were of
one colour, or because their customs
were alike, but because they had unity
of government. The Americans were of
the same descent and language, but
they were not one with the British
Empire, though they once were so, for
that which made an earthly kingdom
one was submission to one head. He
wished to refer to the Kingdom Our
Blessed Lord came to found upon earth,
and not to His Heavenly Kingdom. If
they turned to the Nonconformist be-
lief, they would find no unity of govern=-
ment. The Wesleyans were one among
themselves and might be Christ's
Kingdom, but with the Congregational-
ists and Baptists they could not be,
for there was

NO UNITY OF GOVERNMENT
between these three.  Although it was
a most attractive and pleasant theory
that all who loved Our Lord formed His
earthly Kingdom, when they tested it by
common sense it would not answer, for
there must be unity. The Anglican
belief broke down on the same point.
The Anglican, Greek, and Catholie
Church might agree on many matters in
the same way as the Americans agree
with the British, but they could not
possibly be one kingdom.  Our Blessed
Lord had also told them the Kingdom
would have another sort of unity in
addition. The night before He suffered
He prayed that His Kingdom might be
be one in such a sense that the world
might know He Himself was the Son of
God. He prayed that the unity of His
Kingdom might be of such a nature that
the world, the man in the street, would
be arrested by its super-human unity.
Did the Nonconformists and Anglicans
pass that test? Let them think of all
the Christians who professed to serve
one God and hardly agree upon one point
of doctrine with the other. If Christ
had been divine, said the man in the
street, He would have given a better
unity to His society. It was the dis-
union that held so many people back
from Christianity altogether. Did
the world fall down before the supposed
union of the Anglican, Greek, and
(Catholie Church, and say they must be
the society Christ founded ? The man
in the street gazed at the Church of
England and saw that even the minis-
ters themselves could not agree. One
man believed in the Real Presence and
another said it was idolatry. The thing
that kept people out of the Church of
England was not the wickedness of
her members—for, thank God, many
lived holy lives—it was the differences
between her ministers.  Supposing some
sort of society was to be founded, they
must have a head, or president. If they
expected a society to survive more
than six months, they would appoint a
person who at any rate would have a
casting vote, and he defied them to find

that had not had in some form one man
at the head. Amongst the non-Con-
formists, where was the one man who
had the casting vote ? It was not the
President of the Congregationalists or
Baptists. Where was the man they all
obeyed ? Was it possible that our
Blessed Lord should Lave founded a so-
ciety on lines which

CONDEMNED 1T TO FAILURE

and left out the absolutely essential?
Turning to the Chureh of England,
where was the one man? They had to
find a society that possessed three
things: it must have a union of govern-
ment, a superhuman unity so that the
attention of people should be arrested,
and its government must culminate in
one person. It was not enougn to say
that it culminated in Jesus Christ, for
the head of the earthly Kingdom must
be in the same nature and order of life,
and they must have an earthly head.
Where did they find such a head except
in the Catholic Church? With regard
to unity of government, if he went out
to Greenland, and the Esquimaux he met
were Catholies, they were one with him,
for they were under one head; but if he
met a High Churehman in the street
they might agree on a large number of
points of doctrine but they were not one
because they did not share in one unity
of government, There was

ONLY ONE ROCIETY

all over the world that claimed to be
Christ's kingdom, that possessed that
unity of government, and that was the
Catholic Chureh. The unity of the
Church was a thing the man in the
street could understand- the Esquimau,
the Hindu, American, Frenchman, Span-
iard, and Englishman at any rate were
one. He would tell them what gave
him his first thought that the Catholie
Chureh was true, Four or five years
before he became a Catholic he was
travellinc in the East, and at a village
on the Nile, many hundred miles from
the Mediterranean, there was a little
English ¢hapel and Chaplain and he
attended the service One day, whilst
riding, he passed through a little mud
village and in it found a small Catholie
church, and in it he «aw all the things
he had Catholie churches in
Franee and England, little things, cheap
things, but the same. It

very little thing to be the he
THE MOVEMENT O}
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but he traced back his conversion to
the movement when he was startled in
that manner by the superhuman unity
of the Chureh. It was not a little Church
brought with them by the Europeans as
the English chapel, but was amongst
the mud huts of the ignorant Arabs of
Egyyt. In ninety-nine out of a hundred
conversions, the unity of the Church
first drew the converts to it, The irre-
ligions man in the streets said; “I
don't pretend to be better than my
neighbor. I have no religion, but if T
did take up any religion, it would be
the Catholie religion, for Catholies
k what they believe.” Statesmen
were trying to bring about agreements
between countries ; with the entente
cordiale and Exhibition they were try-
ing to make England and France one ;
but they could not, whereas the Catho-
lic Church made the Freneh and Eng-
lish one centuries ago. Was it possible
to look through the Seriptures without
seeing that Our Blessed Lord had done
what every founder of a permanent so-
ciety had done, and if they looked
through the ages they would find one
person always sitting on the throne of
Peter—they would find Peter at the
beginning and Pius X. at the end.—
London Catholic News,

EVILS OF PURELY SECULAR TEACH-
ING,

CARDINAL GIBBONS SHOWS HOW IT 1S
RESPONSIBLE FOR CRIME, GOOD WORK
CATHOLICS IN AMERICA ARE DOING
FOR THE STATE.

In a pronouncement on the subject of
Religion in the American schools Car-
dinal Gibbons says :

However much we may blink the fact
it is still a fact that we are fast becom-
ing a de-Christianized nation; and that
because of our public schools, from
which Christ is barred. It is no secret
that not long since, in both New York
and Baltimore, word was sent around to
the teachers at Christmas that whatever
exercises might be held, they should
have no Christian significance.

The struggle is no longer whether the
Gospel read in the public schools shall
be the King James or the Dounay ver-
sion ; but whether our teachers may
make any allusion at all to Christ as our
Saviour, whether children are to be
raised with Christian faith and morals,
or brought up pagans as far as the
Christian religion is concerned in the
life of the public schools,

If this be allowed to continue 1 sece
no remedy among a great portion of our
countrymen for our many and growing
vices, and divoree, theft, manslaughter,
suicide, the murder of the innocents
will have an ever-increasing number of
victims, for our school system, as now
operated, is, and has shown that it is,
incapable of checking the evils, Edn-
cation without religion is very defici-
ent, and even baneful, Intelligence
without virtue breeds the shrewdest
criminals, Whereas the perfect man
and citizen is not only intelligent, but
also virtuous and therefore religious,

Indeed, religious knowledge is as far
above human sciences as the soul is
above the body, as heaven is above earth,
time above eternity.

The little child that is familiar with
his catechism is really more enlightened
on truths that should come home to
every rational mind than the most pro-
found philosophers of pagan antiquity,
or even than many so-called philosoph-
ers of our times, He has mastered the
great problem of life; he knows his
origin, his sublime destiny, and the
means of attaining it a knowledge
which no human science can impart
without the light of revelation.

If indeed our soul were to die with
the body, if we had no future existence
heyond the grave, if we had no account
to render to God for our actions, we
might the more easily dispense with re-
ligion in our schools. Though even

any society since the beginning of the

How they hear us pleading or how in

world, lasting more than a week or two,

then Christian morality would be a
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for, as the Apostle St. Paul teaches,
“Piety is profitable to all things hay ing
promise of the life that now is and of
that which is to come,” (I Tim., iv..8.)
But our youth cherish the hope of be-
coming one day citizens of heaven as
well as of this land. And as they
not he good citizens of this e

ood religions education that we learn
to know and to fulfil our duties toward
our Creator,

I'he instructions given once a week
i our Sunday schools, though produe

country | our country by the
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Napoleon was surely a man of power
and pra

:tical sense, though not over.
pious withal ; yet he is quoted as having
said, * There is no sound morality with-

Unquestionably the school is a power

shut Christianity out of the schoolroom,
ind—let us honestly confess it—we
have failed ; for what have been
the resolts ?  Statisticians tell us
that of reeent years crime has
greatly inereased in the United States,
Comparing the United States with
Canada ( and who will say that by race
and natural temperament we are differ-
ent or inferior?) comparing ourselves
with the Canadians, where religion
enters the schoolrooms, we have to hide
our faces when told of our thousands and
tens of thousands of divorces annually
granted in the United States, whereas
divorce is scarcely known in much of
Canada.  More exactly, taking an aver-
age of divorces granted in the United
States and Canada during the twenty
years prior to 1886, in the Un'ted States
10,000 were annually granted, whereas
in Canada only six.

S0, too, our desecration of the Lord’s
Day, our sensational papers, tabooed
from even entering Canada our deserted
non-Catholie ehurches, ete.:; does not
all this point to some eause—not blood,
not occupation, not eountry, but the
school ?

For years Catholies have been alive
to this need and have cheerfully paid
millions annually to operate schools of
our own, wherein religion might be and
is taught our little ones. And let it not
be said that Catholics are inimical to
education, for even before our American
Revolution w as started Catholies of
Illinois were urged to establish a school
and pay a schoolmoster in each village,
Prior to that it is a fact that Catholics
in Colonial days in Maryland —despite
opposition most drastic—were the best
educated class in the colony. Further
back still in our country’s history, we
find that like some great-great-great-
grandparent of our Carlisle Indian school
as early as 1568, a priest had established
an Indian school in Havana., From the
sixth to the sixteenth century the
Church laboured with untiring zeal in
establishing throughout Europe free
schools for the education of the masses
“Ignorance,” said Pope Benediet XIV,,
“is the source of all evil, above all among
the working class,”  Yes, Catholics see,
and for centuries past have seen, and try
to supply, as they have long tried to
supply the want of religion inour publie

schools by paying doubly that their
children may have religion in their

classrooms,

I do not believe that many of us rea-
lise how heavy a burden Catholies have
been carrying patiently for long years,
owing to the double taxes they pay for
schools, first to the State, and then for
parochial schools,

Let me itemise a few facts for you,
showing what Catholics have paid and
are paying for their schools, that relig-
ion may be taught there. According
to the United States Census Report for
1899 for New York State the value of
schiool property per capita of pupils in
average attendance was £117, The
cost of teaching and supervision per
capita of pupils in average attendance
was %21, The total cost of schools per
capita of pupils in average attendance
was S08.86,

Catholies pay faithfully their share
of this and yet over and above that
they by themselves for conscience sake
pay annually for the schooling, schools,
books ete., for 1,300,000 American Cath-
olie children, whom they teach without
any cost to the State. And what
would that amount to according to the
State's cost of operating schools in
New York, as given above ?  As each
child costs the State of New York
nearly £39 annunally, and as Catholics
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its schools,” t the discussi vas not profitahle
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the finally impenitent, But two
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wstounding statements

these
The question upon which you have
asked me to write is a difficult one.  So
surrounded has it been with acrimonious
debate that one hesitates to touch upon
a theme that has generated so mueh vir-
ulence, It is perhaps for ti
that 1 have
subjeet,

I wish you had asked me for my views
and my teaching on * future rewards, "
instead of “future punishment.” 1 do
not recall to have taught any definite
views about the nature of future punish-
ment, and if I have I doubt if any one
was helped by it.

reason
never preached upon the

Protestants mast be in a bad way for
instruction in the elementary truths of
the Christian revelation when two min-
isters out of six can acknowledge that
they have never preached on the future
punishment of the sinner. They volun-
teered this confession. Possibly the
other four have also avoided the same
doetrine, The people want to be enter-
tained with topies of the day and com-
forted with joyous themes., They don't
like to hear of hell. Therefore Messrs,
Woodrow and Nelms were silent about
1t.

Hell is a terrible reality. As Father
Long said: *“According to the teach-
ings of the Church “ hell is made up of
three things: First, the loss of God;
second, the torments of soul and body,
and, third, the eternity of that loss and
of those torments. First, the loss of
God.” After explaining these char-
acteristies of the state of the damned,
the priest concluded as follows:

“This doetrine must not be considered
in isolation, but in its relation to the
body of Christian truth. The doctrine
in itself seems terrifying in the extreme,
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DEDICATED CHURCH
I"' mto, Nt V. " S I.ll"i. Hew
$100,000 chuarch on MeCa tree! was
dedicated to-day, the ceremonies of
which were the most impressive in tho

Roman Catholie ritual, being rformed
by Archbishop McEvay, a ted hy a
number of former rectors and :
priests,

The ceremony of dedication was wit-
nessed by a congregation that filled the
church to capacity,

His Grace entered the church at 10,30
o'clock this forenoon, and, after a Psalm
ind prayer had been said at the door,
he proceeded around the outside of the
chureh, followed by the el and aco-
Ivtes, who blessed the walls of the build-
ing. The ceremony  was  gone
through with inside the churvel, followed
by the eelebration of Mass,

visiting

same

The dedication sermon was delivered
by Archbishop McEvay, in which he re-
ferred to the growth of the congregation
and the rapid progress made whieh has
necessitated the erection of a new edi-
fice to accommodate the increase in
membership.

When the debt, which yet amounts to
some thousands of dollars, is discharged,
the church will be conseerated, —Lon-
don Free Press,
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A Sovereign Remedy.

Prayer isasovereign remedy for de-
jection of spirits. Isany one sad among
you? Let him pray. Prayer is a
source of comfort to our hearts, How
can we as children approach our Heaven-
ly Father, the Father of mercies and
the God of all eonsolation, without feel-
ing a sense of security and confidence,

You are not compelled to wait for an
audience. Your heavenly Father never
nods orsleeps.  He is never preoceupied
or engaged. He isalways at home and
ready to receive you, The eyesof the
Lord are upon the just, and His ears are
open to their prayers. You can speak
to Him in church and out of chureh, at

but when viewed in its relation to the

home and abroad, by day and by night.
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Improve Every
Room In Your House

From Kitchen to Parlor, there is not a room bhut
what would look better for the change from cracked
plaster and unsanitary wall paper, to the bright and clean
finish given by our Metal Ceilings and Walls,
Do not tolerate any longer, the plaster ceilings and
walls which are unhealthy and become worse with age,
They are a constant expense from repapering and re-
plastering, and the res never satisfactory,
VN VN
O Our Classified 0O
— o) e N
etal Ceilings~ Walls
are washable and non-absorbent. They give the driest
cleanest and most durable finish obtainable AT
easy to erect and easy to decorate, and are proc gainst
fire, dirt and vermin. Send us a roug 1 of nr
house, and we will submit, free, n f the cost
¢ 1 our
THE METAL SHINGLE & SIDING €O., LIMITED
PRESTON, ONT. 79
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