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birth, both God and man. So also St. 
Peter in hi* first and eecond sermons to 
the Jew* after Christ's Ascension, de
clares that “ God hath made Him Lord 
and Christ whom you have crucified," 
and, "the Author ol Life, you killed 
whom God hath raised from the dead 
of which we are witnesses.” (Acts 11, 
36, ill, 15.) All this would be false if 
Christ had lost His divinity at the 
moment of His crucifixion.

Let us now consider why it is that 
Christ asks God the Father at that 
moment ot sorrow : "My God, My 
God, Why hast thou forsaken Me ?"

It le not that His personality as the 
God man had ceased to exist, but be
cause Ills heavenly Father had insisted 
that the full price should be paid for 
our redemption, and therefore He did 
not mitigate the dire sufferings which 
Christ was then enduring on account of 
our sins. Thus also through these suf 
ferlngs should be manifest the infinite 
love of Jesus for mankind, whose re 
demptlon He purchased at so great a 
price.

This Is further illustrated by the 
agony of Jesus in the garden of Goth, 
semani, just before His arrest by order 
of the Jewish Chief Priests (S:. Matt, 
xxvi, 39), He said In the intensity of 
His sufferings : "My soul is sorrow
ful even unto death. 0 My Father, if 
It be possible, let this chalice (His suf
ferings) pass from me."

1, of this, he is certainly laboring , tty of the Chureh, and they cannot be flesh," Who “ dwelt amongst us i" and 
under a grave error in maintaining ; dispensed with because it is necessary that same "Word was God,"Who "was 
that Catholics may lawfully hold such that the Supreme Head of the Church j in the beginning with God " and “ all 
views, or that such views can be toler- should have such subordinates as be . things were made by Him, and without 
ated by the Catholic Church. deems needful to aid him in admlnis- j Him was made nothing that was made. ”

The Vatican Council has expressly ing the affairs of the Church, though St. John, 1, 1 14. And He Is the same 
condemned Dr. Mlvart's views by its these subordinates are not infallible. Jesus Christ of Whom John the Baptist 
decrees on faith, and especially by the But the Pope cannot transfer or dele- spoke : "the latchet of Whose shoe I 
following proposition : gate to them his infalllbllty, which am not worthy to loose." (Verses 15-

belongs exclusively to himself when 
pronouncing dogmas of faith or morals 
ex cathedra, or In the plenitude of his 
supreme teaching authority. From 
these considerations it will be readily 
understood that Dr. Mlvart acts as a 
rebellious eon when he abuses these

magnified me and holy Is His Name.
example, end though she was in Ill- 
health, and her relatives were very 
greatly opposed to her conversion, she 
came
settlement, fifty-one miles distant, In 
order to receive the necessary instruc
tion, after receiving which she was ad
mitted into the Church, and died soon 
alter repeating the beautiful words of 
the Hail Mary, which she had com
mitted to memory while she was yet a 
Mormon.
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Into the city from the Mormon CHRISTIANITY.
To I be Editor of the Bl. Thomas Tlrnosi

B,r - With “Onlooker’s” own parliculi

nr Protestant world without, so far Ht least 
Catholic belief and teaching goes, makit 
sure of his position. We speak oui y for ou
"Intbis newspaper reading age yow widel 
read and esteemed paper penetrates in 
very many of uur homes. When mis-sta 
ments find their way into its columns, espw 
ally if they lie such as to contravene and d 
tort our most cherished religious beliefs, it 
nerroissible, and for the interest of everyoi 
Wat they be clearly, though courteous!

"onlooker " wields a facile pen, and he 
not afraid to puih it through human foifa 
and abuses. Indeed, we have no doubt tl 
his desire is to assist in all that appears 
him reasonable and good ; yet he will, 
teel sure, readily admit that on some gtv 
subject he may possibly raistske a ca 
We submit that in this instance he has dc

27 )If any one shall say that sometimes .accord
ing as science progresses, a sense must he 
given to dogmas defined by the Church dif 
ferent from that sense in which the Church 

understands them, let

Throughout the New Testament 
Christ is called indiscriminately the 
"Son of God " or the “ Son of Man,” 
as In Luke, l, 35 ; St. Mstt. lx, 0, and 
in the last cited passage, even as the 
Son of Man He forgives sins.

In St. John, 111, 16, 18; Heb. 11, 
17, He Is called the “only begotten 
Son " of God the Father, as well as In 
many other passages. Thereby He Is 
shown to be the Son of God In the strict 
sense of the word, and not merely the 
Son of God by adoption, as the just are 
called in Gal. iv, 5 ; Eph. i, 5 He 
Is, therefore, the Son of Gt <1 in truth, 
which Is rightly interpreted by the 
Jews to mean that " He made Himself

has understood and 
him lie anathema.”

The Roman Congregation, whose 
special duty It Is to guard the purity 
of faith, has condemned several of the 
propositions enounced by Dr. Mlvart, 
and It would undoubtedly have con
demned others of them had they been 
earlier brought to Its notice ; but the 
doctor, forgetful of the reverence due 
to that authority which has pronounced 
against him, replies to the condemna 
tlon by bitterly attacking the Roman 
Congregations in general, and saying 
that they have already erred by inter 
ferlng in scientific matters, and that 
therefore no confidence is to be placed

ills A CUltIOUS MASONIC DEBATE.

The Freemasons of Omaha of the 
334 degree are at present engaged In 
a curious debate which throws some 
light upon the principles which domin
ate Freemasonry, according to which 
members of the organization in prac
tice shield one another in violating the 
law. Some members of a Freemasons’ 
lodge were accused of accepting bribes 
to connive at crooked contracts with 
the School Board, of which they are 
also members, and one of the School 
commissioners, who was a Mr. Hay
ward, employed a detective to bring 
the culprits to light, whereupon a min
ister, who was a 331 degree Mason, de
livered from his pulpit a strong denun
ciation against Mr. Hayward, saying 
that it was his duty as a Mason to warn 
the delinquent Masons that the detect
ives were on their track so that the 
fraud might not be exposed and pun 
lshed.

The Omaha Bae, which Is edited by a 
Freemason, takes Mr. Hayward’s part, 
declaring that he did what was right, 
and that Masonry does not oblige its 
members to act against the law of the 
land. It Is, nevertheless, a fact that 
the Misons generally take part with 
Liiolt tiuipuCtùu brethren, and it is 
pretty certain from other sources of in 
formation that the Masons are bound 
to shield one another even against the 
operation of the laws.

Putting together .all that has been 
said upon the subject, the matter Is not 
discussed in the light of what Is due to 
society and public morality, but the 
debate turns upon whether or not the 
obligations of Freemasonry require 
members of the order to be faithless to 
their duties to society and morality. 
It Is, In fact, a discussion which turns 
upon the point whether Freemasonry 
is or is not above both divine and hu ■ 
man laws.

Congregations.
It Is to be further remarked that Dr. 

Mlvart, In his anxiety to find a long 
catalogue of subjects on which the 
Catholic faith has undergone notable 
change, has enumerated a number of 
subjects which are not of faith at all, 
bat only matters of opinion, on which 
every one Is free to form what judg
ment his good sense dictates to him, 
Some of these subjects are “ Cruelty to 
animals, Government lotteries, the

. , , . earth or sun as centre of the solarin their decisions. . .. , ., .. - n system or the universe, credulity orHe Instances the case oi Galileo, J ...., ... , ... superstition, distrust of old or newwhose theory of the revolution of the the llko. But ln re.
earth about the sun, he maintains, was ^ wh&t aetual, of dlvlne or
condemned by the Roman Cougreg. f„tb the Catholic Church
tlone, and his book on the subject tor- . . , . - ... „ . „ ...,. , , ,, , . , insists that its definitions shall be un-

en to erea . ow s no man be8leating|y aceepted in the sense ln 
talned by any Catholic theolog an’th.t ^ ,t hag been sealed or defined 
the decrees of these Congregations are ln(llllble Church ot Go(l.
infallible. It is only he Church, and ^ explanatlon tt wlll not 
the Pope when defining doctrines of „ of oar reader8 t0 hear
faith and morals for the whole Church, - ,, , ,7 , .__„ . , .. .. that his Eminence Cardinal Vaughanby virtue of his supreme authority as , ...... „ „„ . ,J has Inhibited Dr. Mlvart from ap-teacher of all Christians, who are held .... . . *. . , , , proachlng the sacraments, and the
y a 0 C9 0 9 ° a ‘ 8 n priests of his diocese from administer

fallibility Is not communicated nor com- ^ them to Mm he ghaU have
mumcaoie to a uopgregauou, even “ .. . . , . a. a. , a.. Ia a . - . .. , . proved hie orthodoxy to the satisfactionwhan it treats of doctrine, unless, at , ,, •7_, a la ...... . of hla ordinary. In re erence toleast, its decrees might be dogmatical . , . .... „ . aL L lL those persons of whom Mr. Mlvart
y approve y e ope, an a gpeakg as “ pious and educated Gath 
be made plain that Hie issued as a dog „ who do not bellevo the Chris
matical decree binding upon all Chris , . .. . . . . ,, ... . . / . a. al tian truths which have been solemnlytlans. We speak here of a hypothetic . „ _ . . ri. . . . . .., L J . . defined by the Church, but hold theal case which does not occur in prac- , , J, , . - « . » . ,r heresies enumerated, his Eminencetice, inasmuch as the doctrinal decrees
of the Pope, as a blatter of fact, are , . . ,“ It would be necessary to remind them 
never issued ln this way. that they have ceased in reality to be Catho-

Now in the case of Galileo, there was Jj£ ‘.“f^ulddo ao aX.egl'sfy’aTt'fie' 
no doctrinal decree whatsoever. He peril of their souls, and in dedance of the
was condemned, not for teaching the 1,lw of l^e ^hurch' ..
^ , . a. , His Eminence, however, states thisCopernican theory of the solar system, , _ a. : ......... .. D . .. on the hypothesis : “ if it be true, asbut for treating the Pope contumelious- ,x Jr l8. . . - .. Dr. Mlvart asserts, that there are suchly, and for insisting on teaching the „ T . a ,^ . . ... persons. It is probable, indeed,Copernican systemas a religious . . ,, ... . . . . 0 . a that the existence of such persons isdogma which was taught in Scripture. . , , , , a , .m. t but a fancy of the learned doctor.1 he theory of Copernicus was not at „T J , , . .,. . .. . ,, . ... We may also see from what hasthat time scientifically demonstrated as _ ; „ ....lt. . .. . j , , al_, occurred in reference to this matter,it is at the present day, and for this . .. . . t ..a . / , . what a contrast there is between thereason it could at most be regarded as _ , lf . _ a. _. ... . „ a. Catholic Church and the Protestanta very plausible mode of accounting . , . . . ri. . a. ,e .. . , sects when the doctrines of Christianityfor the apparent movements of the _ , „ _L „ . ,. , . ,, h j .. . are attacked. The living authority ofheavenlv bodies. Under these circum- . .
stances, it Is not at all a matter of sur thel|Church LCan act Promptly in re
prise that many people of learning did p_udlat lha e"°r’ bringing 

... ... ,. the delinquents to task, whereas thenot accept it, and it was quite prema- , , \. ....... . , . heresies of Drs. Briggs, Smith andture to insist that it should be received . . '„ , , , . , „ . McGiffert have shaken Presbyterianas a religious dogma revealed by God. . .... ...t. , Ism to its fouodatlon, and its trouble IsIt was no more than any other clever
ly devised scientific theory, and from n0t yet over' 
the imperfect means then within reach 
to penetrate the secrets of the stellar 
universe, no one could foresee whether 
the theory would be confirmed by sub
sequent discoveries, or relegated to the 
abyss of exploded fancies.

Since the days of Galileo there 
have been many theories almost uni
versally accepted by scientific men, 
which have since been abandoned 
and who could say at that time that 
the Copernican theory would not meet 
with the same fate ? A hundred 
years ago, no man of science would 
have presumed to reject the corpuscu
lar theory of light, which was sup
ported by the authority1 cf so great a 
scientist as Sir Isaac Newton, yet 
it Is seknowlodged that it Is unten
able, being contradicted by facts 
which have since become known, so 
that it has given place to a new and 
entirely different manner of explain
ing the phenomena of light. Who 
could have foreseen that the theory of 
Copernicus wou'd not equally have 
been abandoned in the course of 
time ?

We say then that it was reasonable 
for the Sacred Congregation to restrain 
Galileo within the bounds of discre
tion and reason.

We need not enter here into any 
discussion on the pretended cruelty 
with which the learned Galileo 
treated. All this is known to have 
been a mere Invention of some modern 
writers for the purpose of throwing 
discredit upon the authorities of the 
Caurch, and especially on the Sacred 
Congregation, and the Pope, Be 
sides, this does not touch the matter of 
which we are at present treating.

The Sacred Congregations are not 
held by Catholics to issue infallible 
decrees, but their disciplinary decrees 
are to be obeyed, because they consti
tute part of the administrative author-

ildence It
e new id-

London, Saturday. February 24,1900-

RITUALISM FAVORED.L
The Archbishop of Canterbury has 

down from the lofty horse on S onlooker—" With the change of the ph 
sophical and Hcieutitic theory of thing*, 
theological world found itself confronted w 
the problem an to where they should loc 
their hell and their heaven. The Protesta 
opposed the new science just as bitterlj 
did Home.” . .

Comment—The question has never b 
seriously considered or defined by the Ca 
olic Church. It is only necessary and 
faith” to believe the revealed truth 1 
there are such places. The Church hat 
need to feel bitter, for the point is unimp 
ant—at leant, unessential to salvation, 
most it has only been a matter of specula 
among theologians.

Onlooker—*• Who are they that an 
dwell in hell, and how long are they t 
there ? First, all the heathen. There i 
great Protestant creed in Christendom 
tinds any place for the salvation ot the he 
en any more than does the Catholic cr 
All the countless millions of them aredoo 
forever.” . . . .

Comment—This is the very reverse of \ 
the Catholic Church teaches. We have 
space to adduce all we could to prove • 
but let us quote from the Encyclical Li 
of Pore Pius IX.,dated August 10,1863,n. 
ing that we have direct authority tor 
statement. Here is what he says :

11 It is well known tint they who lab. 
invincible ignorance regarding our hui 
'igioo, who whilst observing natural law 
its precepts that are written in the hear 
.all by Cud, and are prepared to obey 
and are leading honest and upright 1 
that they can obtain eternal lite by mea 
divine light and grace ; for God, vv ho 
pletely sees, examines iud knows the n 
and hearts and thoughts and dispositif) 
all. with His accustomed goodness and nu 
does not allow anyone to be punished 
eternal torments who is not guilty uf v 
faryerror.”

Developing this doctrine of the Churc 
have the following, written by the celeb 
Cardinal Manning, in 187.» : . _ , .

•• Since the Fall, the Spirit of God hi 
listed from the beginning every mui 
has come into the world, born of Aaai 
that there never yet was any soul whu 
not sufficient grace, if it had sufficient 
ity to correspond with it, to escape et 
death. Keep ever in mind this great t 
for it is the foundation of the whole doi 
of grace. There are men so narrow 
say that no soul among the heathen c 
saved. The perfections of God, tl 
tributes ot mercy, love, tenderness, ji 
equity-all rise up in array against s< 
a theology. No man can save himself 
the love and from the glory ot Goc 
where he may—if he walk upon the 
God is there ; if he ascend in heaver, 
there also, if he go down into the deei 
xs there before him. Every living 
therefore, has an illumination of God 
order of nature, by the light of const 
and by the light of reason, and by the 
ing of the spirit of G id. God is in In 
and in his heart, leading him to bell.

Him. Once more

come
which he was mounted when he issued 
his decree against the use of lights and 
incense ln the Church for liturgical 

No less a dignitary than
equal to God. ” In fact, Jesus con firms
this Interpretation, saying :

" What things soever He (the Father) 
doetb, these the Son also doeth in like man 
ner and " the Son also giveth life to whom 
He will and “ as the Father bath life in 
Himself ; so he hath given to the Son also to 
have life in Himself.” (St. John v, 18 l,6).

purposes.
the Duke of Newcastle headed a depu
tation which waited on him with a pro 

from nearly fourteen thousand 
prominent lay members of the Church 
of England against hla decree, where
in the decree was pronounced to be 
unauthorized by ecclesiastical law and 

His Grace assured the députa

ient

Again ln Philipp, 11, 5, 7, we are
told by St. Paul that 

” Christ Jesus being in the form of God 
thought it not robbery to be equal to God, 
but debased Himself, taking toe form of a 
servant, being made to the likeness of man, 
and in shape found as a man.”

From these and numerous other pas
sages It Is clear that Jesus was at the 
same time God and man, and that His 
actions on earth were those of God and 
man, united inseparably and without 
interruption ln one person, and that 
His divinity never withdrew from His 
humanity.

Hence onr divine Master’tells us that 
"the Father hath committed all judg
ment to the Son, that ail men may 
honor the Son as they honor the 
Father." (John v, 23 ) How could 
we be bound to honor the Son as we 
honor the Father, if He were sut-j 'ct 
to the loss of His Divinity from time to 
time ? That would be an idolatry of 
which our Saviour could not require 
us to be guilty, nor could He demand 
that we should commit it.

In Rom. lx, 5, we read that " Christ 
—according to the flesh—is over all 
things, God blessed for ever. Amen ;’’ 
and elsewhere, (St. Jno. vill, 53, 59 ) 
the Jews ask Jesus :

•* Art Ihou greater than our father Abra
ham who i. dead V and Ihe prophets are dead. 
Whom dost thou make Thyself? 
cot yet fifty years old. and" hast thou seen 
Abraham ? But Jesus said to them . . .

His sufferings were, therefore, real 
but His next words show His complete 
resignation. “ Nevertheless, not ns I

:usage.
tlon that hla authoritative decision was 
nothing more than the expression of 
his personal opinion and desire, which 
the Bishops are free to accept or reject 

fit. Of course, it follows

will, but as The a wilt." So also on 
the cross, after the words which our 
Methodist friend regards as the com
plaint of despair, Jesus speaks words 
of consolation to the penitent thief, and 
promises him a place with Himself In 
Paradise, and commends Himself to 
His Father :

as they see 
that each Ritualistic clergymen may 
t iso rcj -ctlt lf it so please him. In 
fact this Pronouncement that the decree 
is of no force in law is all that the Ritu
alists want, or havejasked for. They 
have therefore achieved a complete

" Father, Into Thy 
hands I commend my spirit." (St. Luke 
xxiii, 13,46.)victory In the matter in controversy, 

• and if wo are not mistaken, this most 
recent decision will give additional 
Impulse to Ritualistic practices.

We may now appreciate the true 
reason why Christ does not yit Id to the 
devil’s solicitation that lie should 
change the stone into bread in order 
to satisfy Ills hunger. The devil 
wished by subtlety to discover whether 
He was truly the Son of G yd and the 
Measles by whom His power was to be 
restricted and almost destroyed. The 
devil suspected and feared this, but be 
was uncertain regarding the fact 
Jeans would not satisfy his vain and 
sinful curiosity, nor submit to his die 
tatlon. It was, therefore, not from 
want of power that Christ refused to 
comply with the devil’s wish, but to 
teach us to resist the temptations of our 
arch-enemy ; and also to show that we 
must not tempt God by demanding a 
miracle from Him as a condition for our 
faith.

1

A BRAVE PRIEST.
An interesting Incident is reported 

showing the heroism of ihe parish 
, priest < f Santa maria dl Murann, In 

Padua, Italy. The priest, the Rev. 
Angelo lorcellone, was on his way to 
the church to celebrate Mass, when he 
saw two boys fall suddenly into the 
water of a deep canal on the banks of 
which they were playing. Without 
divesting himself of his cassock he at 
once plunged in to the rescue of the 
boys, neither of whom could swim, 
and succeeded in bringing both to the 
slippery bank. He was himself but 
a poor swimmer, and was therefore 
completely exhausted by bis effort, 
and would not have been saved only 
that timely assistance was rendered 
him by a number of persons who had 
witnessed his heroic deed. He had, 
in fact, fallen back into the water, 
and would have been drowned were it 
nut fur the aid thus rendered him.

The Prefect of Padua informed the 
Minister of Home Affairs of the inci
dent, requesting that a medal be con
ferred on the priest as a recognition 
Of his bravery, but the priest refuses 
to accept the distinction, as he says he 
did only his duty ln the matter.

DR. MIVART'S HERESIES.
In the January number of the Nine

teenth Century and the Fortnightly 
Review appeared articles from the 
pen of Dr. St. George Mlvart under 
the titles of " The Continuity ot Catho
licism, "and "Some Racent Apologists" 
respectively, which have caused great 
regret among Catholics, inasmuch as 
they show that in his old age the dis
tinguished scientist has wandered 
greatly from the Catholic faith, though 
we hope not irretrievably.

This eminent man makes the admis 
aiun that he is nut a iueuiogiau, and 
that he cannot even define " what be
liefs are and what are not de fide, or of 
faith. " Yet strangely enough, he 
makes the general assertion that on 
many points Catholics have changed 
their belief or faith in the course of 
time without destroying their " con 
tluulty of bollef."

Such a statement confirms the Doc
tor 3 own admission that he is not a 
theologian, for It is ln direct contra
diction to the constant and well defined 
belief taught by Catholic theology.

He makes Indeed the further asser
tion that on certain points which he 
specifies, Catholic belief has been great 
ly modified, and that on others it may 
be modified without Infringing on 
faith or belief. Such points are Ihe 
Virginal birth of our Blessed Lord, the 
perpetual virginity of His Mother 
Mary, the Gospel history of our Lord's 
Resurrection, the immunity of His 
body from corruption, the reality of 
original sin, its transmission from 
Adam, the everlasting punishment of 
the wicked, the Inspiration and Integ
rity of Holy Sciipture, and other doc
trines. But especially un-Cathollc is 
the assertion that Catholics may ln 
course of time receive the doctrines 
verbally, but In a different sense from 
that in which they have always been 
received by the Church. He says In
deed that these are all really doctrines 
of the Church, but that they are now 
even denied, or at least understood by 
many devout and well educated. 
Catholics in a sense different from that 
in which they were at first received.

Dr. Mlvart does not positively assert 
that he holds all the novel views which 
he here enumerates, but states that he 
is " not to ba supposed to hold them 
and he does not repudiate them, " thus 
leaving the impression that he really 
holds what he does not wish us "to 
suppose ” he holds. But Independent

Thou art

Abraham saw My day and was glad . . .
Amen, Amen, l say to you before Abraham 
was, I am. Then they took up stones 
to cast at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and 
went out of the temple."

It is clear that the Jews wished to 
punish Him for making Himself equal 
to God, and not only does He claim to 
have lived in the t‘me (of Abraham, 
but He assumes to Himself ^the same 
quality of eternal self-existence)whlch 
belong,i only to God. Thus (as God 
the Father said to Moses, (Ex. Ill, 14,) 
"lam who am : say to the children of 
Israel He who is hath sent me to you 
So Christ equally claims eternal self- 
existence In saying of Himself “ be
fore Abraham was, I am.”

There are many passages of Scrip
ture equally decisive as to Christ’s 
perpetual divinity, butj we shall add 
only the following here. If at any 
time His Divinity should have " with
drawn " from Him, as our Methodist 
friend’s minister maintains, it would 
be at the moment of His crucifixion, 
when, In fact, the words referred to by 
the minister were spoken : " My Gtd, 
My God, why hast thou forsaken Me ?"

But If it be lawful for us to make a 
distinction In the case at all, this is the

God and to obey 
Haul says that1 God will have all mei 
saved and to come to the knowledge 
truth that is without any exception,. 
■,entile. And once more : ‘Web
the living God who is the Saviour of a 
and especially of the faithful;' that 
those who believe. therefore of all 
out exception. And two Pontiffs hai 
demned as heresy the two following 
lions ; That ’he heal ban. and the Jet 
heretics, receive no in licence from 
Christ, but that their will is withou 
that is, without grace-was condemn 
heresy by Alexander \1II. Agai 
there is no grace given outside the 1 

also condemned as heresy by t 
XI, The work, therefore, of the llolj 
even in iho order of nature, so to say, 
outside of the Church of God, and ot 
vealed knowledge of Jesus t hrist 
heathen—that working is universal in 
of every individual human being ; ant 
who receive the assistance of the Iloi 
are faithful in corresponding with it.
1 lis unrevealed mercies will deal wV 

His men

BUSKIN’S OPINION OF DEVOTION 
TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN..-

The following tribute to the In
fluence of the devotion to the Mother 
of God occurs in Raskin’s “ Fors Clavt- 
S" r» "

"Of the sentiments which In all 
ages have distinguished the gentleman 
from the churl, the first is that rever
ence for womanhood, which, even 
through all the cruelties of the Middle 
Ages, developed itself with Increasing 
power until the thirteenth century, 
and became consummated in the- im
agination of the Madonna, which 
ruled over all the highest arts and 
purest thoughts of that age.

" To the common Protestant mind 
the dignities ascribed to the Madonna 
have always been a violent offence ; 
they are one of the parts of the Catholic 
faith which are open to reasonable 
dispute and least comprehensible by 
the average realistic and materialist 
temper cf the Refoimation. But, after 
the most careful examination, neither 
as adversary nor as friend, of the in
fluences oi Catholicity for good and 
evil, I am persuaded that the worship 
of the Madonna has been one of its 
noblest and most vital graces, and 
has never been otherwise than pro
ductive of true holiness of life and 
purity of character. I do not enter 
into any question as to the truth or 
fallacy of the Idea ; I no more wish to 
defend the historical or theological 
position of the Madonna than that of 
St. Michael or St. Christopher ; but I 
am certain that to the habit of rever
ent belief in, and contemplation of, 
the character ascribed to the heavenly 
hierarchies, we must ascribe the 
highest results yet achieved ln human 
nature ; and that it is neither Ma
donna worship nor saint worship, but 
the evangelical self-worship, and hell- 
worship—gloating with an imagina
tion as unfounded as it Is fonl, over 
the torments of the dammed, instead of 
the glories of the blest—which have 
in reality degraded the languid 
powers of Christianity to their present 
state of shame and reproach. There 
has probably not been an innocent 
cottage home throughout the length 
and breadth of Europe during the 
whole period of vital Christianity in 
which the imagined presence of the 
Madonna has not given sanctity to the 
humblest duties, and comfort to the 
sorest trials of the lives of women ; 
and every brlghest and loftiest achie
vement of the arts and strength of 
manhood had been the fulfilment of

if

THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST.
it:

Subscriber, Ingersoll, Ont., writes 
asking the Catholic teaching in re 
gard to certain questions on the temp
tations put before Our Lord by the 
devil, as recorded ln the fourth chap 
ter of St. Matthew’s Gospel.

A Methodist friend of our correspond- 
dent states that if Christ were really 
God at the time “ it would have been 
no harm for Him to change the stones 
into bread,"as the devil suggested. 
It Is thus Insinuated that Christ would 
have done better to have manifested 
His power at the devil's desire.

Further, the Methodist friend men 
lions that one of his Church ministers 
explained this ln a sermon by saying 
that only Christ's human nature 
could be tempted, and therefore His 
divine nature withdrew from Him on 
that occasion, so that “ lf He had at 
tempted to turn the stones Into bread, 
He would have failed, as human power 
could not do this. "

This interpretation the minister sup 
ports by saying that the divinity of 
Christ had withdrawn from Him on the 
cross also when He said, " My God, 
My God, why hast thou forsaken Me ?”

In reply, we must say that the min
ister's interpretation is simply fantas 
tlcal, and has no foundation either in 
Holy Scripture or the teaching of the 
Church of Christ in any age.

It is clear from Scripture that Christ 
is, from the beginning of His life on 
earth, both God and Man.

From St. Matthew 1, 23, we learn 
that He is the Emmanuel (which 
means God with us) foretold in Isalas, 
vll, 14, and who was to be miraculous
ly born of a virgin. He is the Child 
foretold In Isalas, ix, 6, 7, Whose em
pire is to continue forever, and Who is 
" the Wonderful, Counsellor, God the 
Mighty." He is " the Word made
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CONVERTS IN T11E UNITED 
STATES

The special correspondent of the St. 
Louts Catholic Progress reports that at 
the missions given in Brooklyn, N Y., 
during Advent, there were 397 con
verts received Into the Catholic Church 
during a single week, and during 
three months the total number of con 
verts whs 717, while there were 90 
others under preparation to be shortly 
admitted Into the Church. During 
the missions there were also 2,000 
adults confirmed, a large percentage of 
whom were converts who had been 
previously received into the Catholic

By the same authority we are In
formed that both in Salt Lake City and 
in Idaho a large number of Mormons 
have also been admitted into the Cath
olic Church after renouncing the errors 
of Mormoulstn. ln Salt Lake City the 
unprecedented sight was witnessed of 
a mission given by Catholic missionary 
Fathers lu the great Mormon Taber
nacle. The Mormons showed not only 
their willingness to allow their temple 
to be u‘ed for this purpose, but also an 
unexpec ed degree of enthusiasm, and 
they attended the mission in great 
numbers, listening attentively and 
respectfully to the explanations of Cath
olic doctrine. A pathetic incident is 
also related of a young Mormon girl of 
sixteen whose sister became a Catholic, 
thus calling the younger girl's atten
tion to Catholic truth. The latter be
came anxious to follow her sister's

in ways secret trom ‘is. 
known to us are over all His works ; 
intinite merits of the Redeemer of Ü 
are before the mercy seat of our I 
Father, for the salvation of those tin 

the little light which in the 
nature they receive.” And what, 
veed in lofty and poetic beauty the to 
from the pen of the famous hngh 
logian and doctor of the Church, 
Faber, on the same subject. :

" It is sweet to think of th 
which God is hourly weaving roun 
soul lie has created on the earth 
bring the world before us with all it: 
psque geography and many indent 
its coasts, the long courses of its fertil 
its outspread plains, its wide forest) 
mountain chains, its aromatic island 
verdant archipelagoes, it enlarges t 
to think how. round every soul of n 
is weaving that web of love. I 
European, the silent Oriental, the v 
American,the gross Hottentot,the be 
Australian, t he dark aouled Malay 1 
to all. He has His own way with e 
with all it is a way of tenderness, 
ance and lavish generosity. 1 he i 
their circumstances, and those are 
numberless, are not so many as the 
of lfis sedulous affection. The bioji 
each of those souls is a miraculous l 
God’s goodness. If we could read 
probably the Blessed can, they woi 
us almost a new science of God so wo 
and inexhaustibly would they ilium 
different perfections. We would 
winding invisible threads of light6' 
the ferocious idolater. We shoul 
Him dealing with cases of the ni 
wickedness, the most fanatical del 
most solid insensibility and even 
arranging all things with the exqi 
cacy of creative love.” Again 
Manning, treating on infant bapti

" Sometimes people say 4 How ca 
that those infants who die 
through no fault of their own. sh< 
eternal torment ?’ God forbid, li 
die with original sin only — neve 
committed an actual sin—who bel 
they descend into a place of tor met 
eternal state is a state ot happines 
it be not in the Vision ot God—for ’ 
no way in which any human soul t 
Vision of God, except by regenera 
Holy Ghost.”

F rom the above quotations it m 
inferred that the Church holds thi 
may be dispensed with at will. ( 
trary, this sacrament is essential.

;
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now

very moment above all others when it 
was absolutely necessary that Christ s 
Divinity should be undisputed and in
disputable, that He might fulfil the 
one end for which He became man : 
“ For us and for our salvation He 
c®zns down fros? ®nd *?as
made flesh (incarnatm\ est) of the 
Holy Ghost, from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made Man as says the 
Nlcene Creed. So also Jesus Himself 
said : " God so loved the world as to 
give His only begotten Son that whoso
ever belteveth ln Him may not perish, 
but may have life everlasting." (St. 
John ill, 16.) It Is by (His death on 
the cross that we are thus saved : be
cause "you were not redeemed wilh 
corruptible gold . . . but with the 
precious blood of Christ,(as of (a lamb 
unspotted and undefiled." (l(Peter 1, 
19)
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If Christ had not been( God in the 
moment of His sacrifice by His death on 
the cross, the off.irlngjmadejfor our re
demption would have beenjinsuffloleut 
as an atonement for our sins,land we 
should not have been redeemed. He 
was, therefore, at all tlme*]from Hi*

full

f
ill

É!

m

f

,'K

1


