‘devour it. e fact ved, and |
this fiendish act is not uncommon in
this country; Lrigands pretend to
discover thereby the secret to great-
er cruelty.
“Two days afterwards, what could
be collected of the scattered remains
of our beloved martyr were placed in
a coffin.
‘“Since then, justice has legun to
be meted out, and the mandarins who
were so cowardly as to betray their
victim have been deposed and are
awaiting a severe sentence iu jrison.
Some of the executioners have leen
arrested and several ecapitated.
Ouangrsi-ton is being pursued and
cannot evade capture much longer.””
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CANADIAN
PACIFIC

A MODERN MARTYR.

The Annals of the Propagation of[ <« After consulting together, the sub: ,
the Faith, published at Baltimore prefect and colonel said they would
. every two months to record  the|take the Father back to Ning Po.
work of the missionaries who have [This proposition, they well knew,
gone out to spread the faith to_, the| meant certain death, for all the
uttermost ends of the earth, is a | roads were in the hands of the mur-
particularly inspiring chronicle. derers. The perfidious offer was,
The touching and dramatic story of | therefore, refused.
the martyrdom of a young Chinese ‘‘Moreover, the mandarins were ge-
priest at Che Kiang is told in a [ nerally accused of complicity. Chris-

Jetter from Bishop Reynand; C.M. tians that sought a refuge in their
“For about a year Father Andre| courts were brutally repulsed. = Th
Tsu labored to rebuild the ruins in sub-prefect himself, upon three differ-

the sub-prefecture of Ning Hai, about | ent occasions, refused to allow the
sixty miles from Ning Po. The re- missionary to enter his office.

volution of 1900 had left nothing ““When all hope was lost Father
standing. With indomitable energy | Tsu applied himself to placing the
he set to work.
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and gave them flags bearing the in-

scription: ““Death to Christians !™
“Father Tsu was at Ning Po when

Ouang-si-ton set out on his. expedi-

uot to have received it
““The priest kept owne acolyte with
him, a boy of fifteen years of age.

Accompanied by him, he went the

tal value of 2783 million francs, or

e

In 1902 this special commerce was

somewhat over 100 millions sferlj

estimated at upwards of 172 million

at the close of 1902 it amounted to
730,563,054 francs, or more than
294 millions sterling. The increase as
compared with 1884 was 588,620,-
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tion. He had come to spend the  avAR] . nel’s head- ¥ L 5 1 s " 2 ¥ . 2 ;
el e S 0 I s same L\(n.mg to th(j colone } sterling, an in‘'rease within eighteen| 590 francs, -or upwards of 234 mijl- R 2 consideration is that
27th of September with us a e arters e principal rods P g { . ) - ) ; :

Hond ; : quarters in the.principsl pag U‘_ > 2 years of 72 per cent. lions sterling. The number of separ- ol true, hoth as coneerns
part in a festival which all, pagans, short distance from the residence,

Christians, and even the mandarins,
were celebrating with great eunthusi-
asm. In the midst of general T
joicing, the funeral kmell was heard.
Ouang-si-ton had struck his first
blow and a cry of anguish had broken
hs first victim. Three
neophytes, his neighbors and own
relatives, had been strangled; he
could not forgive them for having in-
troduced religion into his village and
family.

“From that time, each day brought

forth from

where, sick of a raging fever, he spent
a night of agony in prayer.

On the morning of October 3, the
brigands directed their steps toward
the city. At Fong-tau they halted
to burn our church.
tance from Nang-hai, they met Col.

At some dis-

Jsiou, who dismounted and demand-
ed to see the leader, not for the pur-
pose of putting a stop to their out-
rages, but simply to interview him.
‘“When he retraced his way to the

city, the mob followed close afte:

With respect to the extent of ‘‘spe-
cial’’ trade, Belgium occupies the
fifth place amongst the great com-
mercial countries of the world, rank
ing after England, Germany, the
United States and France, but takes
first place with reference to the rela-
tive value of this commerce, or its
value per head of the population. In
1902 the total value per head of the
imports and exports of the TUnited
Kingdom was £20 18s 5d.; for Bel-
gium the imports and exports worke

ate accounts with the bank on the
31st of December, 1884, was 406,-
656; on the 31st of December, 1902,
it was 1,973,480.

It is needless to enter into fur-
ther details for the purpose of show-
ing to what a unique economic posi-
tion Belgium has attained. The facts
and figures adduced, takeu, it may bo
added, from offcial sources, are suffi-
cient to prove that through the in~
telligence, industry and energy - o
her people, aided and directed by a

=
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fury of the bandits received no
check,

““Our young brother priest lost his
appetite and could not sleep. Night
and day he seemed to hear the cries
of his flock, and he was anxious to

80 to their help, to save them, if

governor of Ning Po of the situation
They promised to spare no effort in
suppressing outrages and arresting
the guilty. Both were sincere, but
their orders were not obeyed. Colo-
nel Tsiou, appointed to re-dstablish
order, came to see me before taking
comuniand. He assured me that if
Father Tsu incurred any danger, ho
himself would die in defending him.

““These words relieved my fears ;
moreover, the situation was not hope-
Jess.. The insurrection, it is true,
was violent Lut only local, and in-
cited by a few hundred bandits that
fifty soldiers could easily have dis-
Persed.

Spiritual precautions were not neg-
lected. Prayers were offered by all,
and, as it was the vigil of the month
©f October, special petitions were
addressed to Our Lady of the Ro-
sary.

All indications were, therefore, re-
assuring. Father Tsu_left, full of
hope and happy in the thought that
he was able to save his Christians,
Alas ! . He was going to death with
them. 1 did not know why the tears
started to my eyes when I gava him
my last benediction. 1

“‘Our heloved brother pricst arrived

in Ning Hai on October 1. Whae sad | pagoda by his hair and feet, leaving | amounted
a bloody track on the stones. He was francs,
about to be sacrificed Lefore the idols | Caisse d'Epargne, or Post Office Sav-

mews reached him there | What a sad
sight met his eyes 1 Tiis pPoor Chris-
tians were fleeing withaut the hope
of finding shelter. The VLandits were
in the city pillaging, burning and
killing and no measures were taken
to stem their murderovs covree.
+ The second of October was spent
in malding applications and proe-
senting petitions to solicit the man-
darin’s intervention. The least mani-
festation of their power would have
i bandits, but nothing

sought refuge there, were opened at
the second appeal from the band of
murderers. The guard received or-
ders to allow them to pass.

‘“A few minutes afterwards our
buildings, wet with coal oil, were a
mass of flames. From the pagoda

ed that the robbers were coming in
their direction, Father Tsu said to
his young attendant : ‘‘Leave quickly,
you are not known: you can still flee:
for me is impossible,

““While the boy made his escape the
brigands bombarded the great door
of the pagoda, the soldiers looking
quietly on, as they had received or-
ders not to interfere.

“From the floor on which he had
sought refuge, Father Tsu heard
Ouang-si-ton demand his head. The
priest had thought that the manda-
rins, for their own interest, would
not dare, give up a missionary for
whose life they were responsible. This
illusion was quickly dispelled.

‘“The bandits were alrcady ransack-
ing the pagoda when Father Tsu es-
caped by the roof and succeeded in
gaining a neighboring store. Alas !
his flight was discovered and cut off
from all sides. Seized and violently
dragged through the streets, he was
soon covered with wounds; two cuts
from a dagger split his skull’ and
made a deep gash in his neck. Their
victim half dead, his executioners
wanted to finish their work on the

ed—in 1884 was somewhat gver 328
millions sterling; 1in 1902 it was
close on 469 millions. The rapid and
very remarkable development that has
b»an taking place in the commerce of
Belgium is further illustrated by the
returns from the various ports of

1884 was 3,403,759; in 1902 it
rose to 8,392 380, an increase of 4,-
988,621 tons. The tonnage which
left the port in 1884 was 8,385,031;
in 1902 it amounted to 8,334,150,
an increase in eighteen years of 4,-
949,119 tons. Many will be sur-
prised to learn that amongst the
great ports of the world Antwerp is
third in importance, coming next af-
ter London and New York.

L] = L ]

The receipts from the goods © and
Passenger traflic over the Belgian rail
ways which, in' 1884, totalled a lit-
tle over 159 million francs, rose in
1902 to nearly 242} millions, an ad-
vance of upwards of 83 millions in g
period of eighteen years. The inten-
sity of the traflic over the Belgian
system is indicated by the fact that
last year as many as 975,000 trains
were run over the various lines. In
1884 ‘the net profits from the working
of the Post Office were but 14  mil-
lion francs; in 1902 thiey were close
on to 27§ millions, or about douole
the amount of eighteen years pre-
viously. The profits from the tele-

spot; objections, however, were rais-
ed, and he was dragged back to the

when the sub-prefect made a sign to
take him further on. 8o ne was
dragged to the field bLeyond the sou-
thern gate. There, after death had
undoubtedly already come, he was
decapitated. With savage brutality
his executioners cut open his body in
the form of g cross, because, these
monsters in human form said to one
another, ‘he so loved the cross,’

““One bandit, more savage even than

the others, tore out his heart to

graph and telephone service which, in
1884, were about 2,713,000 francs,
in 1902 to 9,927,355
From the operations of the

ings Bank, we may infer to what ex-
tent thrift is cultivated by the masses
of the Belgian people, and at the
same time form an idea of the de-
gree of comfort that obtains among
the population generally, The total
amount of the sums deposited with
the bank in the course of the year
1884 was 86,368,705 francs; in 1902
it was 340,490.263 francs, a diffor
ence in favor of the latter year of

advanced by leaps and bounds. And
please remember, Belgium is a coun-
try of no greater extent than the
province of Munster, with the county
Galway thrown in Its population
on the 81st December, 1902, was
6,896,079; at the same date in 1884

we examine the statistics relating to
education we find that in the ele-
mentary, secondary and higher de-
Partments a remarkable progress has
been made under the Catholic Gov-
ernment. The number of children
under instruction in the primary
schools at the close of 1888 was
346,012; in 1902 it had increased to
679,601; in the schools for adults
there was an attendance of 84,510 in
1883; the number in 1902 was  162,-
261. 1In the Government and Com-
mercial colleges and  secondary
schogls there were, at the close of
1883, some 26,974 students; in
1902 the number in attendance had
risen to 32,668, These figures are
far from representing the total num-
ber of young people receiving a  se-
condary training, as they do not in-
clude the pupils attending the numer-
ous Catholic colleges and high
schools, which are entirely independ-
ent of State control, and which con-
tain a larger student population than,
the official institutions, At the two
State Universitics—Liege and Ghent
—the number of students in 1883
was 2224; in 1902 the number was
2592; at the two free Universities —
Louvain and Brussels—the number of
Students in 1901-02 was about 2850,
to this figure the Catholic University
of Louvain contributed 2000. Of late
years a great impetus has been given
to professional and technical training
At the instance of the Minister of
Inﬂusﬂy and Lavor, special inguiries
have Leen conducted into the condi-
tion of industrial and commercial edu-
cation in England, Germany and the
United States, and the results have
been embodied {

which’ have  been' published = at:-
public expense,  Travell
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education, and amongst many other

mestic economy
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for examination should they

nical, professional

was 618.

1904 the
francs. These sums do not, however,

mercial or provincial

are so numerous, the

tude of the (iovernment,

ed to promote the interests
farming classes not the
ant are the steps thit have
taken to improve t

- the

ships have heen instity

254,121.558 francs, or nearly 25%

students who havi

the State in
amount devoted to this purpose was
653,400 francs.
A special department has been cre- 1884 and
ated in counection with the Ministry ernment
of Labor for the direction and super- | pranch of popular education a total
vision of professional and industrial | of more than 16 million francs.

1902 the

1901 the Catholic Gov-
to this special

In the matter of social legislation
improvements initiated by this de- Belgium occupies perhaps the first
partment is the establishment of tem- place in Europe, and this
Porary courses of lectures om do-lence she owes to the zeal
and house-keeping. | vity of the Catholic party in Parlia.
such lectures | ment and throughout
are at liberty to present themselves To that party redounds the honor as
desire | well as the praise of having initiated
to gain certificates for proficiency. At and carried through the Chambers, in
the close of December, 1903, . the Ispite of much Liberal opposition, a
numper of institutions in which tech- serics of provisious in favor of the
and commercial | toilers which, removing many of the
education was imparted, and which disajpilities under which the
were in receipt of Government grants | Jay, mitigate to a considerable | ex-

the country.

Labor contracts, the pro-
tection of women and ichildren in fac-
include the subsidies granted by com- | tories, regulations respecting the 4
authorities, | payments of wagés, compensation for §
which, in many cases, are very con- accidente, workmen's dwellings,
siderable. As might be expected in a tual aid societies, a1bitration hoards,
country where the cultivating classes old age pensions—these
agricultural (questions have been dealt with in

industry engages the anxious solici- | such & fashion that, in the result, the- :
3 i bler classes ;
|

and  other

social

: o % to Rome thmough Cardii
. Father Tsu could see the fire, dis- | the Kingdom. The growth of trade | it was 5,784,658, an incremse of 1,- O
possible, or at least to encourage | S A 3 o B p The letter in reply also ¢
them in tribulation and console them | t\PBUiSh the banners of the brigands, | of Antwerp, the great commercial { 111,121  within  eighteen years. the Cardinal. The negr
Sl i and hear their savage yells, , When | emporium, is simply phenomenal. The { Strange to say, we hear nothing as cessfully the examinations of the y direct agricultural instruction a sum Fs Soutl; s ‘highly |
oy n(l\"ised the general and the the wdving of their standards show- tonnage which entered the port in | yet of ‘“‘congested districts.”’ ‘When technical and commercial schools. of 217,800 francs was expended Ly

honored, and wide circul
ing given to the letter,
thus :

“The Sovereign Pon
aware that there are may
awong the negwoes . of
Btates, and this knowlec
his interest in the -welfay
race,

“His Holiness, a8 the
Christ, extends his lovin;
every race without except
must necessarily use this
1o urge all Catholjos to b
Degroes, who are catled
‘other men to' share ir all
benefits of the redemptior

“The life and example ¢
Claver and of s mauny o
lie missionaries are the
that this is no new concep
Apostolate intrusted to th

the years

pre-emin-
and acti-

workers

For 1897 the special | tent the hardships incidental to their oy
grants amounted to 750,000 francs;’ condition: Hardly a session has pass
each year since then there has been' og during the last twenty years that
an increase in the vote for this  de-[ has not been marked Ly the adoption
partment of instruction. Last year| of one or other measure in the inter-
the sum was 1,450,000 francs; for | est of the worker and the humbler emn-
estimate is 1,700,000 ployee.

“While  frankly  admis
“rimes may often be com
Members of the negro race
fess advocates for them
8tanted to other men by
1!':5 land and @ treatment
ith the tenets of Christi,
. "1 am confident that ¢
T § Mentg are Bhal'éd by the vi
% of the great American

| “tody of the principles
- Be American constitution,’

Amongst the many measures adopt- | has been greatly ameliorated. Whe- S
5 ther viewed from g political economic
' int of view, the situation

e,

satisfac~

ﬁpﬁrtiul observer



