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Whait is the use of contemplative 
religious orders and congregations 
in the Catholic Church? Such is the 
question often put by well-meaning 
toon-Catholics and, unfortunately, 
one not altogether unheard amongst 
ill-informed or worldly-minded Cath­
olics themselves.

But, first of all, what is the mean­
ing of religious orders of any sort ? 
They consist of men or women who 
desire, with God’s help, to lead a 
higher kind of religious life and to 
devote themselves more entirely to 
the service of God than is possible 
to those living in the world and 
hampered by its struggles and re­
sponsibilities, its pleasures and dis­
tractions. These people band toge­
ther according to their sexes in com­
munities, or religious families, and 
lead a uniform disciplined life 
under rules and superiors approved 
by ecclesiastical authority. Moreover 
In order to give stability and per­
manence to the kind of life they have 
freely adopted, they bind themselves 
voluntarily, and after adequate pro­
bation, by solemn promises to God, 
or “vows," as they are technically 
called.

No Catholic is bound to join such 
communities. This more perfect life 
is not commanded by Christ—it is 
only counseled or offered to those 
who feel that God gives them the 
spiritual leaning towards it and the 
moral strength to adopt it. In His 
Gospel our Lord distinctly points 
and invites to this higher path. 
Thus, to the young man who declar­
ed that he had kept all the com­
mands of God "from his youth," 
and asked what more was wanting 
to him, Christ replied: “If thou 
wilt be perfect, go sell what thou 
hast and give to the poor, and thou 
ehalt have treasure in heaven, and 
come follow Me." (St. Matt, xix., 
21.) Our Lord said: “If thou wilt." 
He left the youth his free choice, so 
that he might either continue in the 
world in innocence or follow Christ 
in a special and higher, sense. A- 
gain, in verses 10 to 12 of the same 
chapter, our Saviour speaks of those 
who have “made themselves" chaste 
for the kingdom of heaven—i.e., who 
voluntarily embrace the state of 
-chastity or virginity in order to 
gain a higher place In His kingdom 
than those living in matrimony— a 
state set forth by St. Paul as being 
less perfect than virginity. (I. Cor. 
vii.) Of this higher state our Lord 
says: “He that can take let him 
take, showing that such a condition 
of life is not of precept, nor, indeed, 

f given to all, but permissible to those 
who have the wish and the strength 
to “take it." For such a life our 
Lord bespeaks rich rewardz: “Every 
one that hath left home, or breth­
ren, or sisters, or father, or mother, 
or wife, or children, or lands for My 
Name’s sake shall receive a hun­
dredfold and shall possess life ever­
lasting." (St. Matt, xix., 29.) We 
have spoken of the religious state 
as a more perfect way. This means, 
therefore, that it imitates more 
closely the life and example of Je­
sus Christ. For He it is whom the 

; Father gave to us as our most per­
fect model. But when we come to 
stXidy that wondrous life of Christ, 
its many-sided beauty and perfection 
bewilders and dismays us. Its per­
fections are far too varied ana nu­
merous for a man, or any set of 
men. to attempt copying them all- 
even in that qualified degree which 
becomes possible to our frail nature 
by the grace of God, but must ever 
fall far short of the Divine Original. 
ÏTrom this very weakness and con­
scious incapacity of man springs the 
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ledThere is that part of their life 
secretly and before God alone, as 
well as the part—visible to other»— 
consisting of spiritual ministry, edu­
cation and spiritual and temporal 
works of mercy. With these - act­
ive" orders, however, we are not 
here concerned, nor is it necessary 
to point out their public usefulness. 
The latter Is sufficiently evident from 
tangible results, and for the most 
part earns the respect—if not the ap­
proval—of all thinking men of what­
ever creed. Their benefit is seldom 
questioned except by the narrow­
minded bigot who declines on princi­
ple to acknowledge any egood spring­
ing from a Catholic source. It is 
then rather the purely contemplative 
orders that call for explanation; for 
the purpose and usefulness of these 
lies less Upon the surface.

A man will say: “Though not 
Catholic, I can nevertheless see the 
usefulness of Benedictines, Francis­
cans, Dominicans or perhaps even of 
Jesuits and of other orders devoted 
to study and teaching, to mission­
ary labors and other good works. 
I can most of all esteem the life of 
the Little Sifters of the Poor, of 
Sisters of Mercy, of Charity, etc. I 
don’t agree with their religious 
ways, still less with the creed they 
profess; but yet they are truly earn­
est people who, at the expense of 
self, strive to better the world in 
which they live according to their 
lights. But—look at the Cistercian, 
Carthusian, Trappist monks, or the 
Cistercian, Trapplstine, Carmelite 
nuns! They are hidden away all 
their lives from the sight of men — 
they are perfectly useless people — 
mere drones in the bee-hive! They 
spend all their time in prayers, fast­
ing, labor within their enclosure, 
and do no good to anybody except 
possibly to themselves. What use­
ful purpose can they serve? Why 
don’t they do something? Surely 
these people must admit that in the 
wicked world upon which they turn 
their backs there are spiritual needs 
enough and to spare wherewith to 
satisfy their utmost zeal! Why, then, 
don’t they coihe out of their seclu­
sion and work for God?" Such is 
certainly the feeling of many, and, 
there is some reason to fear, not of 
non-Catholics alone. There is, never­
theless, a fundamental fallacy un­
derlying such an attitude of mind, 
viz., the false and unspiritual no­
tion that there can be no rational 
purpose, no usefulness, no exercise 
of zeal for the souls of others, no 
advantage to the world at large in 
the hiddenness of a contemplative’s 
vocation. This Is a wholly mistak­
en, one may add, a very worldly 
view, unworthy of any one who re­
gards himself as religiously-minded. 
It bears stamped upon it the crude 
utilitarianism of a material age that 
sees little good in any form of en­
deavor which does not issue, and 
that speedily, in.tangible benefits to 
humanity, especially those of a.ma­
terial kind, let us say, a twopenny 
tube. It is the spirit of the day, 
even in religious matters—to depre­
ciate any sort of effort which does 
not at once take shape in a new 
church or mission house, or society, 
or club—in a new hospital ward, or­
phanage or school. Visible success is 
the god of our ‘times

But to deal more directly with the 
false picture of contemplative orders 
portrayed above.

Lot it be granted for a moment 
that no advantage accrues to the 
outside world from the secluded reli­
gious life of a contemplative. Does 
it follow that his vocation is a use­
less one? Will you, Christian read­
er, Seriously declare it an unprofit­
able thing to devote one’s whole 
life, however secretly, to adoring 
and wordtipping Almighty God, to 
meditating day by day upon His 
law and upon the life of His Divine 
Son, to perfecting one’s soul-valued 
by our Lord at the infinite price of 
His precious blood? Which comes 
first, God and His service or man 
and his advantage? And if God is 
to come first, then the worship and 
service of Him in our hearts and in 
secret comes first also, and utility 
to man second.

Notice this. There is hardly a sin­
gle objection that men bring against 
the contemplative’» mode of life 
that might not equally be urged, if 
a man dared, against that of our 
Lord Himself during those long 
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bor as the "Son ot the carpenter” 
in Joseph's workshop; of what prac­
tical service those years of silent 
prayer to the Father, of voluntary 
ovedlence to His Mother and her 
spouse, of His hardships and self- 
denial! Was not all the world look­
ing for the light of His blessed 
countenance, and in utmost need of 
the saving gospel of His lips!

Why did He not come out and do 
something?

But Jesus went on praying, endur­
ing, carpentering. Such waa His 
manner of life for some thirty years. 
He worked among men for at most 
three. Yot unthinking people make 
it a charge against contemplatives 
that they should take Christ's hid­
den life for their model! Well, at all 
events, these monks and nuns are in 
good company—even the very best. 
They have a fairly safe precedent for 
their behavior in the irraotice of 
their divine example. Perhaps they 
can afford to disregard the flippant 
censure of those who fail to appreci­
ate an earnest and humble endeavor 
to copy the greater portion of the 
Master’s earthly life and to go on 
carpentering. In truth, such ad­
verse criticism comes simply from 
forgetting the obvious first principle 
that a man’s chief duty in life is to 
worship God, to do His will and to 
cultivate Christ-like virtue in his 
heart. Such is the lesson of Naza­
reth, one sorely needed in days of 
fuss and bustle, df "interviewing'* 
and myriad forms of self-advertise­
ment. The lesson of Nazareth; by his 
mastery of which, according to his 
state of life, a man will be finally 
judged, and not by his visible suc­
cess in Apostolic labor, in philan­
thropic enterprise or the nimiber of 
figures in his donations to hospital 
funds and like laudable objects.

The true utility of anything con­
sists in its serving the ends for 
which it was made; its degree of use­
fulness depends upon the measure of 
this its serviceableness. A pen made 
to write, but not writing, in use­
less. A musical instrument silent 
under the player’s touch is useless. 
The test, then, of man's utility here 
below is the degree in which he 
serves the purpose of his creation, 
and that purpose, as every Chris­
tian knows, is that he save his own 
soul and gain heaven by serving his 
God in the way God calls upon him 
to serve—F. M. De Ziulueta, S. J., 
in English Messenger of Seared

GOOD BLOOD
It the Secret ot Health, Vigor and 

Happiness.

Good blood—rich, red blood. — is 
the greatest enemy that disease can 
have. It stimulates every organ to 
thr&w off ailment that may attack 
it. Good blood W the only positive 
cure for such odmplaints as anae­
mia, nervousness, neuralgia, skin 
eruptions, indigestion, rheumatism, 
etc., because these diseases cannot 
exist where the blood is good. The 
secret of good blood—rich, red, life- 
giving blood—is Dr. Williams’ Pink 
Pills. Where these pills are used it 
means life, health and vigor. Mr. 
Robert Lee, a well known resident of 
New Westminster, B.C., says:—“Be­
fore I began using Dr. Williams’ 
Pink Pills, my blood was in a very 
impure condition, and as a insult, 
itchy pimples broke out all over i.»y 
body. My appetite was fickle ami I 
was easily tired. I tried several 
medicines, but they did not help me. 
Then my wife urged me to try Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills. I got half a 
dozen boxes, and by the time I had 
used them, I was fully restored to 
health, and my skin was smooth and 
clear. The pills are the best medi­
cine I know of for purifying the 
blood.” Sold by all medicine deal­
ers or sent post paid at 50c per box 
or six boxes for $2.50, by writing 
direct to the Dr. Williams’ Medicine 
Co., Brockville, Ont. Do not take 
a substitute, or something said to 
be “just as good." The “just as 
good” medicines never cured ni*>- 
one.

Tread cheerfully every day the 
path in which Providence leads; seek 
nothing, be discouraged by nothing, 
see duty in the present moment, 
trust all without reserve to the will 
and power of God.

The majority of men recognize no­
thing in human affairs as good 
loss it yields some return, and 
love 
their

Of Science.
(By An Occasional Contributor,/

The wond “perhaps" seems to be 
the only answer that certain disbe­
lievers, or infidels, can give when 
they are required to make state­
ments, based upon scientific know­
ledge, regarding the future. That 
word “perhaps" indicates the differ­
ence between the certainty that 
Faith inspires and the uncertainty 
that a lack of Faith creates. After 
all, there is no question, concerning 
man, his past, his present, and his 
future, that cannot be solved by 
Faith. And equally there is no such 
question that science can infallibly 
answer. This is a bold statement, 
but one that the experience of time 
teaches us, and that no unprejudiced 
mind can deny. This leads to a very 
interesting subject, treated in a 
most scientific manner, by a writer 
who appears to have but little faith, 
if he had any, and who depends en­
tirely upon science, human science., 
for the solution of all problems.

Writing about the catastrophe of 
last May at Martinique, Louis R&- 
bourdin, has an article in the “Cos­
mos,” a scientific publication of 
Paris. He imagines a like disaster, 
but so great as to involve the whole 
earth. Should such an event take 
place, he says that from a distant 
world its appearance and progress 
would exactly parallel what we see 
in the case of new stars that appear 
in the heavens, from time to time. 
After telling us that the earth's 
crust is far less secure than we now 
imagine, he proceeds with his the­
ory. In reproducing this long ex­
tract wc deem it necessary in order 
to have a clear idea of the author’s 
theories, and to show that they are 
just as unstable as the earth’s sur­
face, while the conclusions he draws 
from the whole are absolutely null.

SA.1URVAY, JAN. 81, 1908.
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He says:-

“Suppose that, following upon an 
extraordinary twisting movement 
due to retreat of the central mass, 

whole portion of the sea-bottom 
should give way, and falling sudden­
ly should let in the mass of the 
ocean’s waters upon the incandescent 
interior matter. The water would 
be decomposed by the heat, the hy­
drogen would burn, and it would 
burn more as it had access to more 
oxygen.

“The conflagration would thus 
gain gradually in force, accompan­
ied by electric phenomena, and the 
greater part of the earth's crust 
would probably be displaced.

“The earth, passing through a cri­
tical epoch and returning for the 
time being to its formative period, 
would again be nothing but a globe 
of fire.

“For the far-off worlds that swing 
in sidereal space, this would be the 
phenomenon of a new star that 
blazes out all at once, increases in 
brilliancy as if it would eclipse the 
luminous splendor of all its neigh­
bors, and then becomes feebler and 
feebler, to disappear finally forever 
in the profound darkness of the lim­
itless distance.

“But the terrestrial crush would 
not be dispersed in air; its shatter­
ed particles would not be projected 
into space. They would remain fix­
ed, so to speak, on the pasty mass 
on which they rest. And the gases 
that would be formed under this 
burning mass, compressed under the 
chaotic substance of the crust, 
would liquefy an enormous pressure.

“This Is just what is revealed by 
the spectra of the ‘new stars.’ These 
abnormal pressures have been espe­
cially noticed in the spectrum of the 
Novae of 1892 and in all the new 
stars that have appeared In recent 
years.

“After this frightful catastrophe 
had produced in this manner the ap­
pearance of a new sun, the time 
would come when its ephemeral 
light would begin to bo extinguish­
ed.

“It might happen that the pheno­
menon would not diminish in inten­
sity over the whole surface of the 
globe. One region might become lees 
active because the elements that fav­
ored conflagration were exhaueted riage; 

Little by little th ~ '

little and dies as a sun to be re­
vived as a fertile globe.

"In our hypothesis, our earth 
would cool off relatively soon, be­
cause the climatological conditions 
would not be the same as at its for­
mation. The waters would condense, 
the seas and continents would be 
differently distributed over its sur­
face, and another era of life would 
begin.

“A relative frëquency of new stare 
is now being noticed. The Novae, 
as astronomers call them,, all (or al­
most all) have the lines of hydro­
gen; some are, or rather have been, 
variable.

“Is their appearance to be explain­
ed on the theory that we have just 
advanced? No one can know at pre­
sent how this is. Perhaps the No­
vae are warnings—far off, but liv­
ing examples of the fate that awaits 
us some day or other.

“According to the prophecies, the 
earth should perish by fire. Perhaps 
our suffering and corrupt humanity 
is fated to disappear at some future 
time in the bursting forth of some 
gigantic furnace of this kind.

“Perhaps!"
Here we have a long series of ar­

guments, probably based upon 
scientific foundations, but certainly 
useless as guides to humanity, 
far as concerns the future. In fact, 
he ends it all with the everlasting 
“Perhaps!"

Faith tells us ^hat this world will 
end, and by fire, on the last day, in 
God’s good time, when each creature 
shall have performed its mission, 
and when the Angel shall come to 
summon the dead of the ages to 
judgment. Is not this very simple, 
very exact, very easy to understand, 
and very reasonable? It is the 
teaching of our religion, and there 
is no doubt and no uncertainty 
about it. There is no “perhaps" in 
the conclusions. We have here 
very fair illustration of the differ­
ence between the assurance that up­
holds the man of Faith and the 
doubt and uncertainty that must in­
evitably follow all scientific invest­
igation, no matter how learned, in 
matters concerning the spiritual, the 
immortal, the eternal. As it is with 
the end of the world, so is it with 
every other subject of a kindred na­
ture. After all it is a mere matter 
of speculation, with its element of 
uncertainty, in all human affairs; 
but Fyaith is certain, and conclusive.
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IF BABY GOULD TALK.
“I am sure if baby could only 

talk," says Mrs. B. Gaffney, L’Ama- 
ble,x0nt., “she would praise Baby's 
Own Tablets too. They have given 
better results than any other medi­
cine I have ever used for my little 
one." This is the verdict of all mo­
thers who have used Baby's Own 
Tablets, and it is the very best 
proof that no other medicine ran 
equal them for the speedy relief and 
cure of the common ailments of lit­
tle ones. These Tablets cure onlic, 
constipation, sour stomach, diai- 
rhoea and simple fevers; they break 
up colds, prevent croup, and <Uiay 
the irritation accompanying the cut­
ting of teeth, and are positively 
guaranteed to contain no opiate. 
All children take them readily, and 
for very young infants they can be 
crushed to a powder. fYou can get 
Baby’s Own Tablets from any drug­
gist at 25c a box, or they will he 
mailed, postage paid, by writing Di­
rect to thÂ Dr. Williams’ Medicine 
Co., Brockville, Ont., or Schenec­
tady, N.Y. Send for our book on 
the care of infants and young chil­
dren. Every mother should have it.

it ministry, which („ 
entirely In the hands ol the Freema­
sons, has decided that the obnox­
ious measure la to be forced 
through at any cost.

Never before has there been such 
a united movement of the Catholic 
forces of the country as that which 
has been brought to life by the in­
troduction of'this bill. Nearly ail 
the bishops of the country have ad­
dressed pastorals to their flocks 
calling on them to oppose it by all 
means In their power; and those 
bishops who have not yet done so 
are only waiting for a favorable op­
portunity; committees are being 
formed and meetings of protest are 
being held in all the great towns ; 
and a monster petition to which 
nearly four millions of names have 
already been signed is being drawn 
up for presentation to the Parli». 
ment in which the signatories de­
nounce in the strongest terms this 
latest attempt to introduce the pest 
of divorce into the Italian home.

A very instructive example of the 
methods to which the Government is 
ready to resort has just occurred. 
Hie authors of the bill have an­
nounced through their official organs 
that the organizers of this petition 
are to be charged with fraud before 
the civil courts for irregularities 
committed in the manner of secur­
ing signatures. As a matter of fact, 
all legal precautions have been tak­
en by the latter to secure that the 
petition be a really genuine expres­
sion of1 the feelings of the country, 
and the device of the divorcists is 
intended to frighten the timid a- 
gainst signing the petition.
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“Lives of tie 
Irish Saints.”

It is just twenty years ago since 
a venerable Archbishop, recently do­

used, expressed the ' pious wish 
that the “Lives of the rrish Saints" 
would be completed ere the opening 
of the twentieth century. Canon 
O'Hanlon, of Sandymount, our mo­
dem Colgan, has long been laboring 
to bring to a successful issue his 
colossal work in Irish hagiology, 
giving all that is known of the acts 
of Irish saints. Already nine portly 
volumes have appeared, treating of 
thousands of Irish saints, covering 
the calendar from January to the 
end of September. When it is borne 
in mind that these nine volumes re­
present about 6,000 pages in royal 
octavo, the bare work of* transcrip­
tion must have been enormous. But 
when we mention that these 6,000 

jes are cram full of historical 
facts, with copious notes and refer­
ences—and that the venerable au­
thor has exercised a scrupulous care 
in the compilation of what has been 
termed an encyclopaedia of Irish 
saint history—it will be nothing but 
common justice to give unstinted 
praise to the learned writer, who 
has done for Ireland what the BoF 
landists did for the Church at large. 
The marvel is, how one man alone 
could have succeeded even by long 
continued and absorbing labor, to 
produce such a work.—Dublin Free­
man's Journal.

lie Italian Divorce Bill
Hie new year has begun with 

something like open war between 
Ohurch and State in Italy, says 
“Vox Urbis," the Rome» correspon­
dent of the New York “ Freeman’s 
Journal." Strange as it may ap­
pear, the Catholic religion is the 
officially recognized church of the 
State in Italy, and the first article 
of the Constitution declares this in 
Set terms. The Government’s pro­
ject of divorce le In flat defiance of
this
that it ! 
duly

All the doubts of sceptics are as 
nothing;, or as very little, compared 
with the great doubt which arises in 
men’s minds from the ways of Chris­
tians themselves—saying one thing 
and doing another.

Take courage, poor hearts; com­
mence again to smile and devote 
yourself. If men make no return, 
either through forgetfulness, Inabil­
ity, or indifference, so much the bet­
ter! God will reward you in Heav­
en; and is not God’s recompense 
worth more than that of men?

Why so busy with thyself? Leave 
Providence to act, whose eyes are 
ever upon thee in the greatest dan­
ger, and who will always save thee. 
—Life of St. Catherine of Siena.

Seek to mingle gentleness in all 
your rebukes; bear with the infirm­
ities of others; make allowances for 
constitutional frailties; never say 

things will do

—--------
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I kad never f 

to a dumb,
: m»y who i 
guards


