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BISHOP POTTER ON THE BIBLE.
FROM am occasional contributor.

Lest week, at the opening ot the 
annual Protestant Episcopal Dioce- 
Ban Convention, held in the Church of 
the Incarnation, in New York city, 
Bishop Potter delivered a character
istic charge to hie clergy, treating 
principally of the "infallibility of 
the-Bible”—but omitting the infalli
bility of its interpretation. Amongst 
Other things, the Bishop said

• "If the Reformation had accom
plished nothing else, she would 
have done her greatest work in giv
ing back to men the Bible."

If we are not laboring under a 
«•eat mistake Bishop Potter has fre
quently made use of this same sen
tence also did Spurgeon use it many 
veara ago, likewise did Henry Ward 
Beecher make use of it about the 
same time as the London preacher; and 
above all the notorious Fulton has 
harped upon it more than once. Con- 
eeouently, the phrase is quite fami- 
S to ui. Moreover, J. Kent Stone 
once repeated the same words ; but 
when he became Father Fidelia he 
very quickly refuted them, and he did 
SO after the following manner .— 

After treating in an exhaustive 
manner of the Inspiration of Scrip
ture, the Sufficiency of Scripture, and 
the Interpretation of Scripture, the 
learned writer says :—

“O Protestant 1 you who parade 
your unmeaning boast of being a 
Bible Christian, you who dare blind
ly to charge the Church of God with 
dishonoring and making void the 
Word of which she is the sole guar
dian and witness, will you never 
rouse yourself to see towards what 
a gulf of unbelief your Protestantism 
is leading? Do you not know how 
it is destroying the faith of men in 
the very Scripture which It cunning
ly professes to magnify? Protestants 
began three centuries ago with a be
lief in the Inspiration of Holy Writ. 
Where did they get that faith? From 
the Catholic Church. It was a Divine

{Tradition, which infallibility had 
rooted in the hearts of men. But 
Protestantism has torn down the 
bulwarks of inspiration; and every
where men have eagerly hastened to 
attack it. In Protestant England, a 
clergyman can consistently and hon
orably teach that a supernatural the
ory of inspiration is without found
ation. In Protestant Germany, any 
‘theory’ of inspiration at all is 
laughed to scorn. In Protestant Am
erica, the sacred pages have become 
a butt for the insults of every ri
bald jester. Whatever of veneration 
for the written word is still to be 
found among Protestants is only the 
lingering of the old Catholic faith. 
It is the voice of infallibility still 
distantly sounding in ears which are 
most unconscious whence the voice 
proceeds. Protestants little dream of 
the tribute which they constantly 
pay to the Catholic Church. Still 
less do they know that that Church 
is to-day the only power which saves 
the Bible from being torn in pieces 
by the caprice and passion of man
kind, and the malice of the powers 
of darkness. Thank God tha,t against 
that power no assault can ever pre
vail. Thank God, too, that an in
stinctive reverence for their Mother's 
teaching is yet cherished by some* 

j who have long since forgotten their 
; allegiance; that even in the hearts of 
• her wandering children the great 
| Church can still hold her protecting 
aegis over the treasure committed to 
her trust."

Will Bishop Potter ever came to 
see the error of his ways and ac
cept the logical conclusion of his
tory, tradition, and scripture ? We 
know not; but if he were to follow 
J. Kent Stone's "Invitation Heeded" 
he would soon cease repeating the 
silly insinuation that the Church de
prived the people of the Bible in the 
pre-Reformation ages. Next week we 
purpose dealing with this subject 
from an entirely different standpoint, 
and one that possibly never flashed 
across the prejudiced mind of Bishop 
Potter.

with the Irish cause, declare, that in 
their judgment, the United Irish 
League is worthy of the support of 
men of Irish blood, and hereby pledge 
to the Irish representatives and the 
United Irish League their heartiest 
support and assistance.

Resolved, That to that end a 
branch of the United Irish League, 
to be known as the Boston Central 
Branch, be and is hereby established.

This is a practical way to ^o to 
work, and should be followed,—not 
only in this city,—but in every other 
centre where there is honest sympa
thy for the men in the National ranks 
in Ireland, and the cause for which 
they are contending.

THE CATHOLIC PRESS ON MANY TOPICS.

"ROMANISM."—Every now and 
then, especially in small country 
towns, an attack is made on "Ro
manism" by those who prey upon 
the ignorance, gullibility and bigotry 
of the denizens of those localities, 
says the Cleveland "Catholic Uni
verse." There is one of these im
posters now at large in Auglaize 
County, in this State. His programme 
is before us, but it would not be ne
cessary to read it, in order to know 
its contents. The stereotyped plan is 
always followed. The "orator," ac
cording to his own statements, has 
always been a victim of Catholic in
tolerance, and forced to. comply 
with the forms of the Church of 
Rome.

The dodger before us is headed : 
"Nineteen Years in the Clutches of 
Romanism." F. F. DeLong Anally 
broke away. In order not to "go 
broke," he raises tho curtain of "The 
Church of Anti-Christ," " Purga
tory." "The Nunnery" and " The 
Confessional." How familiar these 
headings are "to all the people." 
Fulton and Slattery and Mrs. Shep
herd and others of their ilk have 
preceded De Long. They also have 
preceded him into a dishonored obli
vion. De Long Will find, as they did, 
that the crusade will not pay, and 
then he, too, will retire to take his 
place, mummy like, among the dis
covered liars and imposters. He 
ought to be arrested now for get* 
ting money under false pretenses.

We cannot enumerate all the lies 
that De Long proposes to tell from 
the pulpit of "The Chapel Church" 
in (riders ville. But here are a few of 
them : (1) "If the United States ever 
lose their liberty, it will be through 
the Romish priesthood" — George 
Washington. (2) "Purgatory, the 
Pope’s Invention." (8) "The nun
nery, involuntary slavery." (There 
is no voluntary slavery.) (4) "The 
frauds of the catechism," etc., etc. 
Why not réfute these charges? They 

&S Long was 
born. Even .the street gamins who*
knoW ........... .....' |M ...., .

America i» ever to the fore in pro*

with hundreds of thousands of young 
men, marching in the ranks of un
skilled labor. We hope that whatever 
else the parents of the children read
ing the "Weekly Bouquet" may give 
them, they will give them a good 
trade.

To make doctors, lawyers, book
keepers and clerks of all our boys, 
is a great mistake. Better place them 
in a workshop, mill or foundry, 
where their fathers have earned 
honest living. There they can learn 
an independent trade, which at all 
times will secure for them employ
ment.

We earnestly advise all parents to 
give their sons a trade, no matter 
what, so that it is an industrial 
pursuit, and let us in the future be 
spared the pain of seeing so many 
college graduates, atout, able-bodied 
men, out of employment, seeking si
tuations where the pen only can be 
used, and a burden to their parents, 
as well as a curse to society.

CATHOLIC INDUSTRIAL PRO
GRESS.—Under this title the "Mi
chigan Catholic" says : "Take the 
Catholic communities in this coun
try as examples. Iowa is pretty 
thoroughly peopled with Catholic 
farmers. They are almost uniformly 
prosperous. The Irish Catholic col
onies which were planted in Minne
sota twenty years ago are marvels 
of agricultural progress and prosper
ity. The German Catholic agricultur
al settlements in Indiana and Wis
consin are similar examples. Even in 
our own state there is a distinctly 
Catholic colony on the Beaver Is
lands in Lake Michigan, and their in
dustrial and moral progress is 
shown by the facts that they are all 
prosperous, and that the building 
which was made for a jail and stood 
unused for years in that capacity, 
was turned into a schoolhouse and 
put in charge of the Dominican Sis-

RELIGION AND POLITICS.— The 
Pittsburg "Observer" thus summar
izes how our separated brethren treat 
this matter ;—"Our Protestant 
friends say that religion ought to be 
kept out of politics, but they take 
good care to have all our presidents 
Protestant, all our governors Pro
testant, all our judges Protestant, 
all our Congressmen Protestant, all 
our members of the Legislature Pro
testant, and as many as possible of 
our public school-teachers Protest
ant. They keep the Catholic religion 
out of politics, sure enough."

FOR THE PEOPLE.—The "Sacred 
Heart Review" says :—The late Car
dinal Manning predicted that the 
twentieth century would be "for the 
people." In connection with this 
prediction it is interesting to learn 
that the present Sacred College of 
Cardinals has been recruited largely 
from the masses. It is stated that 
never before was there a cardinale 
that has in it so few sons of the 
nobility. The larger proportion of the 
members have relatives prominent in 
the business or political or educa
tional life of Italy, while Cardinal 
Gotti's father was a dock laborer of 
Genoa.

ALLEGED BOGUS PRIESTS. — 
That the clericàl garb is frequently 
the guise of much that is criminal 
has been quite forcibly demonstrat
ed very recently in Des Moines, 
Iowa, says the "New Century." Two 
very smooth individuals' recently suc
ceeded in collecting from the Catho
lic people of that city a large sum 
of money under the pretence that 
they were soliciting means for the 
erection of a much needed orphan 
asylum in Northern Ireland. It is 
possible that they may really as 
they claimed, be priests from the 
isle across the sea, but their many 
suspicious actions do not tend to in
culcate such a belief. On the con
trary, so open to doubt were their 
movements and methods that a de
tective was sent to work upon the 
case, but the supposed priests es
caped before a trail could be'started 
upon them. One of the représenta

is by these individuals was 
t which they exhibited was 
by the parish priest. Fa- 

•*n, of St. Ambrose’s Church, 
. This is absolutely false, 

”ather Flavin, and this 
licious claims urged 

expose them. It is 
have left the city, 

heard from

). — Boston 
> the Irish

recognize God they do not recognize 
the God and Father of our Lord Je
sus Christ. They are parasitical, 
drawing all the vitality they have 
from the divine institutions of the 
family, the church and the State. 
The secrecy of co-operative insur
ance societies is either useless or de
ceptive, mostly the latter. Secret 
societies are modern survivals of the 
heathen mysteries of Egypt, Chaldea 
and Greece, which are denounced in 
the Bible."

“THE SWEETEST NAME.”
Our readers are now familiar with 

the name of the famous New York 
convert, Mr. B. F. De Costa. His lec
ture, delivered in Montreal, last win
ter, a few months after his coming 
into the Church, was a literary and 
oratorical treat not soon to be for
gotten. As a writer of serious cast, 
deep thinking-powers, and extensive 
erudition, Mr. De Costa had won a 
name for himself, long before he ever 
dreamed of entering the Catholic 
Chur chi It may not be known, how
ever, that he is a poet of remark
able talent, and that some of his 
.verses — especially upon sacred 
themes—rise into the higher atmos
phere of poetic expression. Before 
us is a leaflet containing his latest 
production of this class. It is a real 
poem entitled "The Sweetest Name," 
and written on the Feast of the 
Holy Name, 1900. It is dedicated to 
another eminent convert, a lady 
who has been instrumental in bring
ing several others into the true 
fold, and who has had a certain 
amount of influence upon the great 
religious change of heart and mind 
undergone by Mr. De Costa himself. 
In dedicating this gem to Frederica 
de Benavides, the poet-convert has 
performed an act of gratitude and 
deep appreciation. We trancribe the 
entire leaflet, as the copy in our 
possession belongs to a lady who 
kindly allowed us to peruse its con
tents, but who requires it for other 
purposes.

JUBILEE Of BEÏ, SISTER RACHEL

PUNISHED FOR THEIR RELI
GION.—A story comes from Wash
ington, says the "Catholic Colum
bian," that through the influence of 
Mrs. John Sherman, the millions of 
the feeble ex-Senator are to go to 
his adopted daughter, Mrs. Mary S. 
McCollum, and to his Protestant 
nieces, Mrs. General Nelson A. Miles 
and Mrs. ex-Senator Don Cameron*

Because of the same black influ
ence, it is said, none of the old 
statesman's wealth is to go to the 
children of Gen. William T. Sherman, 
because they are Catholics. One of 
these is the Jesuit priest, Rev. Thos. 
E. Sherman, and the three daughters 
are Mrs. Minnie Thackera, wife of 
the U. S. Consul at Havre; Mrs. Ra
chel Sherman Thorndike and Miss 
Lizzie Sherman.

Well, there are better things than 
money. One of them is the true 
Faith. This the Catholic Shermans 
have. If It stands in the way of 
John Sherman’s affection, why, they 
will gladly endure the pecuniary loss 
that their faith has occasioned them 
in this land of supposed freedom of 
conscience and religious liberty.

SECRET SOCIETIES. — On this 
subject the "Freeman’s Journal," of 
New York, says :—

The Rev. W. J. Coleman, pastor of 
the Allegheny, Pa., Reformed Presby
terian Church, recently preached on 
the question : "Should the Church 
Receive Members of Secret So
cieties.)"

Ho said that "the law of the. 
church (Reformed Presbyterian) is 
that none who are 'members of as
sociations, either sworn or pledged 
to secrecy in regard to the nature 
and doings of such associations, may 
be admitted to ecclesiastical fellow
ship.’ "

So far as we are aware, the Re
formed Presbyterians are the first of 
the sectarians to take the Catholic
position in regard to secret, oath-

.... ....... . “
unfavorable 

n this city.

"THE SWEETEST NAME."
lXBCRikID TO FREDERICA DE BENAVIDES.

(I will give him a white counter, 
and in the counter a New Name 
written, which no man knoweth, but 
he that veceiveth it.—Apocalypse, II 
17.)

"Sweet is the fragrance of the sum
mer rose,

The flower of all the flowers,
Which flings its fragrance far and

At morn, and noon, and eventide, 
While light and shade alternate glide 

Around its blushing bowers;
But sweeter than the rose's breath. 
The Name that lives in life and

The Name of Jesus.
Alleluia !

"Sweet is the music of the wild 
bird's song,

That tunes the heart to gladness, 
When first the magic days of spring, 
Fair Southland copses conjuring.
The warblers swift, true minstrels,

To chase the winter sadness;
But sweeter than the wild bird’s

When spring-time blooms and fields 
rejoice.

The Name of Jesus.
. Alleluia !

"Sweet is the ozone of the summer 
sea,

Distilled by waves of Ocean,
That white-capped move, an ordered 

band,
In swan-like beauty toward the land, 
To comb and break on golden sand, 

In jubilant commotion;
But sweeter than all ozone rare 
The Ocean’s buoyant breezes bear,

The Name of Jesus.
Alleluia !

"Sweet is the incense of the sum
mer morn,

Amid the waking mountains.
When all the earth in beauty gleams, 
Bathed in the joyous sun's rich

beams,
That glad the rxtshing, sparkling 

streams.
And gild the brimming fountains; 

But sweeter than the perfumed air 
Of mom amid the mountains fair, 

The Nome of Jesus.
Alleluia !

"Aye, jsweet the odor of the summer 
rose,

The ozone of the Ocean,
The balmy air of pine-clad hill.
And wild bird’s dulcet matin trill. 
That moves the soul as sweet bells 

thrill.
When calling to devotion;

But sweeter than earth’s sweetest 
thing,

The Name enraptured angels sing, 
The Name of Jesus.

Alleluia, Amen!

The leaflet doses with the foUow- 
.................. i" O God. who hast
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On the 26th April, 1848, Miss Ra
chel Curran (now Sister Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception) entered the 
novitiate of the Grey Sisters at 
Montreal for the By town mission, 
where she immediately proceeded. 
The mission had been opened only 
three years previously, 1845. On the 
2nd October, 1850, she made her 
solemn profession, and on Tuesday 
last feasted her golden jubilee. The 
occasion was one of general rejoicing 
in the community. On Monday even
ing the Sisters offered their congra
tulations, and the members of the fam
ily of the venerable nun were permit
ted to take part in the celebration. 
Amongst them was the Rev. Sister 
Mary Curran, of the same Order, 
who celebrated her golden jubilee 
two years ago, after having spent 
•the greater part of her life in the 
Canadian Northwest amongst the In
dians and half-breeds of that region. 
Hon. Mr. Justice Curran, of the Su
perior Court, P.Q., her brother, and 
Mrs. Curran, Mr. J. P. Curran, her 
nephew.’ A pleasant evening was 
spent, the younger nuns giving se
lections of vocal and instrumental 
music. Beautiful addresses were read 
in English and French, and at the re
quest of Sister Curran were feelingly 
replied to on her behalf by her bro
ther, the Judge. On Tuesday morn
ing. Mass was celebrated by His 
Grace, Atchbishop Duhamel. The 
Rev. .Tubilarian supported by her two 
sisters, Sister M. Curran, of Mont
real, Sister E. Curran, secretary-gen
eral of the Order at Ottawa, re
newed her vows, and received Holy 
Communion. The three Sisters at 
that moment presented an edifying 
spectacle. In the afternoon the 
young ladies of Rideau street con
vent gave an entertainment in honor 
of the jubilarian. Whiclv was attend
ed by many of the xnofrc distinguish
ed citizens of Ottawa. The literary 
and musical programme was of a 
very high order. During the day the 
good Sister was the recipient of 
scores of messages of congratulation 
from all parts of Canada and the 
United States. His Excellency, Mgr. 
Falconiot Apostolic delegate, was, 
graciously pleased to send a note of 
filicitation. The history of the progress 
of the Grey Sisterhood at Ottawa 
has already been written, but the 
occasion of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the profession of the first Sister 
who pronounced her vows at the 
present mother house make it inter
esting to review briefly the labors in 
which she has participated during 
the last fifty years. To that illus
trious prelate Bishop Phelan, of 
Kingston, was due the opening of 
the first mission at Ottawa (then 
By town) in 1845. The capital of the 
Dominion was then in its earliest in
fancy. The first house of the sister
hood* on St. Patrick street was a 
little wooden shanty. This was en
larged in 1847 when the typhus fe
ver broke out aomngst the Irish im
migrants, and those of them who 
strayed into the Bytown district 
were cared for by the Sisters until 
every member of the young comrnu- • 
nity had been stricken by the dis
ease, including the Rev. Mother Su
perior Bruyere. Tho Grey Sisters for 
many years were the only Order of 
religious ladies in the district, and 
upon them fell the work, not only 
of attending to the sick, the found
ling. the aged and the suffering gen
erally. but the labor of organizing 
schools as well. In 1854 the works 
of the community had developed in 
such a marvellous degree and in so

many directions, that it was found 
necessary to organize a separate es
tablishment from the Parent House 
in Montreal, and this was done with 
the approbation of the Holy See. 
From the little wooden house on St. 
Patrick street the order moved to 
the first wing of the now spacious 
mother house on the corner of Sus
sex'and Water streets. The wooden 
hospital has been replaced by the 
"Hôpital General," the best of its 
kind in Eastern Ontario, modern in 
every detail. Around the Mother es
tablishment have grown up the or
phanages of St. Patrick and St. Jos
eph, St. Charles Asylum for the aged 
and infirm,^ Bethlehem for found
lings, and St. Ann’s Hospital, for 
contagious diseases. The educational 
branch of the community has not 
been less progressive. The young 
ladies’ literary institute on Rideau 
street is one of the best schools on 
the continent. It is the chief estab
lishment in charge of the Grey Nunss 
Apart from it they have sixteen par
ochial schools in the city of Ottawa. 
The excellence of the training given 
by the Sisters has caused their ser
vices to be sought in many direc
tions. In 1857, Sister Curran and 
others were charged with the found
ing of an educational establishment 
in Buffalo, New York. The boarding 
school has progressed wonderfully, 
not less than 4.000 pupils have been 
trained there, and in the parochial 
schools of the same place in charge 
of the Sisters, over 9,000 have re
ceived instruction. In I860 Sister 

• Curran was again chosen to open the 
Youville Academy at Plattsburg, N. 
Y., a most flourishing institution, 
and the Sisters have also taken 
charge of several of the public 
schools in that locality. At Ogdens- 
burg, N.Y., they established a con
vent school at the request of the 
late Bishop Wadhams, and a flour
ishing academy, at the solicitation 
of the parish priest, Rev. Mr. Lemer- 
cier. In the same city they have an 
hospital, asylum and orphanage, in 
the State of Massachusetts they have 
founded schools in Lowell and Ha
verhill. In the Provinces of Ontario 
and Quebec there are seventeen edu
cational establishments conducted by 
the Sisters. In the disastrous fire 
that swept the whole of Casselman* 
Ont., settlement three years ago, the 
beautiful buildings belonging to the 
Sisters were completely destroyed. 
Latterly in the Hull, P.Q- disaster 
they were more fortunate, their 
schools’ buildings being amongst tho 
very few left standing, with one ex
ception. The works for suffering hu
manity have not been less successful 
under the charge of the Sisters out
side of Ottawa. At the request of 
the Jesuit Fathers they erected and 
manage two hospitals: one at Sud
bury. the other at Sault Ste. Marie. 
They have important hospitals at 
Temiscamingue, Pembroke and Mal
ta wa. The above is but a brief enu
meration of the principal achieve
ments that the good Sister now cele
brating her golden jubilee has seen 
rise and progress during her long 
career. The trials of the community 
in which she has participated she 
can now look back upon peacefully. 
Other trials and successes are no 
doubt in store for the indefatigable 
workers, but all ardently hope that 
Sister Curran may be spared for ten 
years more when she shall have at
tained her period of Diamond Jubilee, 
and that the noble sisterhood of 
which she has been so long a mem
ber, will have still further enlarged 
its field of usefulness and rendered 
further service to the cause of the 
Divine Muster.

THE CHINESE SITUATION.

in*

The latest' development, as far as 
China is concerned, seems to be a 
nearing some understanding between 
all the parties interested. The Em
peror of China has sent a long let
ter to the Emperor of Germany, in 
which the former offers to make sa
crifices upon the altars of his gods 
on account of the murder of the Ger
man representative at Pekin. This 
docs not appear to tickle the Ger
man Emperor’s fancy at all. We 
give the letter of the Chinese Ruler 
and there from the Emperor of Ger
many, which are as follows :—

THE CHINESE EMPEROR’S LET
TER.

"Greeting,—That Your Majesty’s 
minister has fallen & victim to the 
rising which" suddenly broke out in 
China Without our officials being 
able to prevent it, whereby our 
friendly relations were disturbed, is 
deeply deplored and regretted. By 
decree, we order that sacrifice be 
made on the altar for the deceased 
and chief secretary Kun-Yang has 
been instructed to pour libations on 
the altar. The commerciàl 
tendents o« the ^orthe™

sible for all time. This is our most 
anxious hope, and our most ardent

EMPEROR WILLIAM'S REPLY.
Emperor William replied September 

30. as follows :
"To the Emperor of China :

"I, the German Emperor, have re
ceived the telegram of Your Majesty 
the Emperor of China. I have observ
ed with satisfaction that Your Ma
jesty is anxious to expiate accord
ing to the custom *and precept of 
your religion, the shameful murder 
of my minister, which set at naught 
all civilization.

"Yet, as the German Emperor and 
a Christian, I cannot regard that 
abominable crime as atoned for by 
libation. Besides my murdered mini* 
ter, there have gone before 
Throne of God a large number 
brethren of the Christian 
bishops and missionaries, 
children, who, for the sake © 
faith, which is also mine, hav 
the violent death of martyrs 
accusers of Your Majesty, 
libations commanded by 
jeaty suffice for all these

i
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