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The Color of Pure-bred Chicks.

Several amusing incidents have come under my ob-
servation with referemce to the color of chicks. It
seems that a beginner who has sent for his first setting
of pure-bred eggs expects that if the growm fowls are
to be clear black or pure white, that the chicks will be
of the same color. One party wrote a very insulting
letter to a friend of mine because the chicks hatched
from Black Orpington eggs which he had purchased were
A good Black Orpington chick is never
black all over. The upper part of the body is usually
black, and the under part light, A chick that is black
all over will develop into a fowl of dead lusterless
plack. Omne which shows light spots is better.

Another party who bought a setting of white Ply-
mouth Rock eggs, of a good laying strain, om my
recommendation, was very much put ouwt when the chicks
came out smutty and spotted. As the White Rock was
developed from sports of the Barred Rock, the chicks
are marked in the same way in both varieties, except
that the dark spots of the White are not so promounced,
and are gray rather than black. Chicks, like many
other young animals, are often of a different color from
that which they will acquire on becoming grown. Don't
find fault with the man who sells you the eggs unless

you are sure that you kmow how the chicks should look.
w. I. T.

not pure black.

Put Down the Eggs for Winter Use.

Now is the time to put by the eggs for next winter
or late fall, before the hens get busy in cold weather

time.
The first move to make in the preservation of eggs

for winter use is to remove all the males from the lay-

ing flock at least ten days previous to the start in col-
lecting eggs to preserve. ‘Egge should be collected
daily, and the nests should be clean, so that the shells
be not soiled. The best presevrvat.ive is waterglass
(silicate of soda), a substance like homey in color and
consistemcy. The waterglass is used at the rate of ame
part to sevem parts of water, the solution being placed
in @ tub in which the eggs® are immersed. The O. A.
C. (Guelph) experiments showed that it cost about 1c.
a dozen to preserve the eggs this way.
should be placed in the solution than can be covered.

ble to boil the water and allow

It is comsidered advisal
it to cool before mixing with the waterglass. The

lime water method is as follows :
¢ bushel fresh lime, { 1b. cream of tartar, and water
40 gallons. Slake the lime thoroughly, and add the
water and salt ; stir well. Dissolve the. préamy of taft
tar in a little water, and add tortholivhdlc!p'@am stir
well. Let the solutiona-settled! siphon | ol 4he 1'¢lear
liquid into a cask'or vat gnd@ put! th: egeh in. #5 being
sure they are all well covered, at least 1mm¢m

the surface.
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

whose pens are in the lead are the best and old-
est breeders. If there is any doubt as to this
matter in anyone’s mind, a careful study of the
contest could not fail to convince him that a
hen’s laying qualities do not depend upon her
breed, but upon her breeder. As in the case of
the gun, it is the man behind the hen. To lay
well, a hen must have a long, unbroken line of
great layers on the female side of her pedigree,
and as long a line of sons of great layers on the
male side.

Just here is where the grecatest mistake is
made in breeding layers by some breeders. Many
a person will think it wise to mate a Leghorn
cock to large hens, in order to get pullets which
will lay better than their mothers, showing that
they recognize the influence of the cock on the
laying qualities of his pullets, but when they
come to breeding pure-bred stock they entirely
overlook the fact that the pullets from a Wyan-
dotte or Plymouth cock of a bred-to-lay strain,
and those from a Leghorn cock of a bred-to-lay
strain, will run so close in number of eggs pro-
duced that it is hard to say which will win,
while those from a Leghorn cock of a poor-lay-
ing strain will lay much less than either of the
others. A great many seem to think that it
makes no difference about the family or strain,
so long as they have a Wyandotte, Plymouth or
Leghorn cock, or one from some variety with a
laying reputation. Such persons should watch a
laying contest for a time. They would soon be-
come anxious about the laying qualities in the
ancestry of their male birds.

An interesting point in this connection is that
the State Experiment Station of Maine has suc-
ceeded in breeding Brahmas which will average
160 eggs a year. Those who believe that the
profit in poultry depends upon the number . of
cggs produced, should remember that, while there
is a difference in breeds, the thing of greatest
importance is to know the breeding of one’'s
stock and to breed from laying strains only.

w, I. T.

Poultrymen vs. Poul
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Ry Mis. Anna L. Jack.

A proper rotation of crops is necessary if suc-
cessful results are to be expected, and in most
cases it is iwportant to adopt a regular  system
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A Second Crop Vegetable.
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