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responsible governments, to form intercolonial federa-
tions, nay even to set up tariff walls against the mother
country, to enact immigration laws that excluded from
their territories subjects of the Empire, and to begin to
build baby names of their own."” This discloses a spirit
utterly in;‘ompatible with that autonomous spontaneity
of action which is now the glory of the [)QII)IIIIQI]S and
the salvation of the Empire in the world conflict. In
fact, towards the close of his thesis, the writer is com-
pelled with admiration to concede the “singular and
Inspiring” unanimity with which the great confedera-
tion of nations, kindred peoples and tongues who live
beneath the British flag rallied to the side of the Mother
country in the struggle wantonly forced upon her and
her allies, realizing intuitively that their own destinies,
the future of freedom, the development of democratic |
self-government, the maintenance of independence, the
possibility of progress along lines of their own choosing,
all depended upon the defeat of the German conspiracy.
Possibly the most salutary lesson ever learned by
British statesmen was the breaking away of the American  t
colony in 1776 through the fatuous application of
centralized taxation. And if object lessons in the genius e
of empire management are required we need only look
upon South Africa, Canada and Australia. R.c—;nhus.('-
ments in national and international relations “will a
assuredly follow in the wake of the war and in accord a
with ils'lessons, but their nature and extent it is idle to  w
formulate until the supreme folly of systematized and
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T'HE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

front, one three feet behind the other, fasten them by
means of mortising scantlings into the logs. A chain
is attached to the cross pieces in such a way that on.c
end of the drag will pull a little ahead of the other.
A team, or better, three horses are required to draw
it and the loose material is dragged towards !he centre,
thus tending to give a crown to the road, and in so dmrrlg
the ruts are filled. If this is used on roads when thvly
are wet, it puddles the clay which hardens when it
dries and is not so easily cut up by travel. Another

good time to use the drag to fill ruts 1s just as the roads are
drying.
roads a little,
by use of the d
as well as in the spring.

Ordinary trathc is bound to gouge the best
but a level surface may be maintained
rag after heavy rains during the summer,
Drags are made by using two
plank can be used with a tongue
Steel drags are also on the market, and
work can be done with them. The roads

1eavy planks, or one
ittached to it.

could be greatly improved by the systematic and proper

1se of even so simple and inexpensive an implement as
he split-log drag. One ratepayer on each beat could
1se his team on the drag at the proper time, and be ex-
mpt from hauling gravel. We believe this arrange-
ads at no increase in ex-
The pathmasters should be required to see that
pproaches to the bridges were kept 1n proper repair,
nd not permit the six to eight inches’ drop off the bridge,
‘hich is common on some roads.
Water and frost work havoc

with the best-built
perfected Prussian militarism has been (lcmonst}'ate(l roads. Remove the water and the effects of frost are
and laid low. Meanwhile, the perhaps well intentioned slight, consequent]y drainage is the first essential. not
architects of empire had better withdraw

their feet
from beneath the *“Round Table’

trenches or in the furrows of
as “The Farmer's Adovcate"
sponsible statesmen

untilled farms, leaving,
has wisely advised, re-
and the people in the nations
comprising the Empire to determine under what manner  se
of constitution, written or unwritten, the destinies of ui
the future shall be wrought out; and may we not hope in
to what measure Great Britain, as one in the community
of nations, shall lead in realizing the aspirations of her
greatest statesmen. Having rid the Jerico road of lal
thieves, then let the :
one for the future travel of humanity, in
Middlesex Co., Ont. ALfHA, ha
ro:

Early Spring Work on Country
Roads.

It is quite common for many of the country roads
to be deeply rutted each spring; even town and city
streets are not immune, They are fr(‘quently in as for
deplorable a condition as the earth roads in the rural  ¢pj
districts. Spring after spring the man who js obliged am
to traverse the public highways to market or depot,
is forced to wallow through mud axle deep.
stone or gravel has been applied the ruts do not |
so deep, but-only a comparatively small mijle
might be called good in early spring.
less enemy of our highways.
water soaked, King
doing causes an
forces him to vacatc
<ondition

rej

as

Where  pyt
ecome
age is what
Frost is a relent-
If the roadbed becomes
Frost gets in hig work, and in so
upheaval. When warm  weather g

>, he seldom leaves the road in the
he found it.

edg

only in the construction of
"and plant them in the repair.

growth of grass and wee
of water in the ditches
casionally.

world's highway be made a safer gravel.

high, it will be a gain in the end by s

it soon disappe

ditches cleaned,

operated by an

done.
covered,

and there is less chance th
quickly.

may advisedly |

a road, but in keeping it in
The mud splashing off the road, the dust, and
Is, all tend to decrease the flow
- These require cleaning oc-
If the water stands in the ditches it nat urally
eps into the foundation of the road and weakens or
wdermines it. If the water could get away readily
the fall there would be less trouble with frost heaving

and breaking the road structure,

In some cases it might pay better to have statute
or computed by cleaning ditches rather than drawing
There are places where tile should be laid
the ditches. Highways which were bad every spring
ve been greatly improved by tiling the centre of the
. While the first expense of tiling may be considered
aving in cost of

airing.
When grave] is put in the centre of a wide, flat road,
ars and the road becomes as impassable
ever, while if a [itt]e grading had been done and the
the gravel would have lasted probably
years. Better go to a little expense and have some-
ng to show for the money, than to spend a lesser
ount and obtain no lasting results. The road grader
intelligent man will do effective work,
in the hands of some men harm instead of good is
What little gravel js on the road should not be
nor is it good practice to leave the sods on the
e of or in the ditch. Yet both are commonly done,
an ever of water g«‘lting away
The gravel does get spread out, and after t}
shoulder is removed

(

e
the mixture of gravel and soil

.S e drawn towards the centre of the road- i

l_ht'_l)()tt()m apparently drops way.  There should be no obstruction hetween the
out and bog holes are left in the centre of the road.  road and ditch, but we have scen the '
We have scen such places that required a y

couple of  the

yards of gravel or stone to fill them. When the road

1s soft every horse and rig which passes over tends to
flatten out the surface, resulting in a place to hold water
instead of a crown (o shed it.  The shoulders of the road
prevent drainage to the ditches.
there, some ditches would hold rather than carry it
away. All have seen,if not travelled over, highways
that were anything but a good advertisement for tie
community, However, the sun and wind in time drjes
up the moisture and a track js leveled down with traftic,
leaving holes and ruts on either side to hold what rain
falls. If the spring is reasonably dry the roads are not
bad; if heavy rains are frequent, they continue almost
impassable until early summer. Something shouli] be
donc tg improve conditions carly in the scason.

Most roads are kept in repair by the system of stat ute
labor  The work is usually done in the month of June,
and done cons ientiously by most ratepayers, although
it is to be regretted that some are so short sighted and
disloval to their community that they are inclined to
“slink " whenever possible.  Why cannot some of the N
statute labor be done in April as well as in June? Com-
nission two or three men, or as many asare needed,
a drag on the “heat’
and after heavy rain,
to use ficld stone

why
don
roac

If the water did get i

drai

the
for ¢
time

the |
time

no le

to ust " as soon as the snow 1s off

if necessary. It may he advisable  times

drag will prevent gra

payers.
hauling gravel and
with little semblance of a ditch

might well be ysed more than it
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sod left just on
edge of the ditch by the scraper.  We do not know
any roadmaker would do it, but nevertheless it s
¢ and the water soaks into rather than runs off the
I, Once the sod is removed the regular use of the |
ss from growing.
The sooner rural roads are properly and suffic iently
ned, the better it will be fin.uninll) for the rate-
As it is now, money is practically

putting it on low,

§ o0
wasted in

Hat, wet roads
on either side.  Clean

ditches and if necessary put in tile. Have g drag
‘Very concession, and arrange to use it at the right
The common split-log drag is serviceable

I
and

If possible prevent )
Impassable by repairing them jn - fi
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oads from getting
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ot long since | made
s w s 5 .k . Ol

ss than thirteen periodicals, consisting of news |
; e t

o regularly visit our home. Some-

in the busy scasons | simply read the |

a man now talk
he is a true
(I‘l)' to give

Sandy’s letters

ediiors

editorials are not

own stock and

: [M‘fwx were at their lowest.
an mventory, and found that

Fouxpep 18

i \\"hcn' I finished my review I called o to my wifa:
“Say we've taken this Advocate for fifteen years and
we've got a lot of sane, sound

» helpful readin ma;
from it. I don't remember of havj Rat the

Ing read in that tim
. : E e
anything mean or questionable.”

When the magazine comes I first read

page.  Sometimes the editorial paragra
whole agricultural sermons in a few |ine.
editorials, though always written in the
terests are not sharp enough to suijt
déaling with persons of the Ayer, class.
let me say the most unfortunate phase of any refutation
of misleading statements made abouyt the farmer or
defence of his position, reaches only the farmer \h;hen
appearing in these farm papers and not those who
are mislead by the unfair attacks from the public plat.
form or in the city newspapers. In other words the
explanations and defences of the farmer's position
are read only by farmers and not by those whe have
gained a distorted jdea of his supposed prosperity
in the newspapers.

If those unfair attacks
answered at once by well
farmer, city

the editoria)
phs  contajp

-The other
farmer's jn.
me, especiall
And right here

and criticisms could be
qualified advocates of the
consumers would not wrong the farmer
as they are doing to-day.

To get back to my subject. I often wonc
of your writers appreciate commendation
readers. I know that if | were a regular
I would feel sometimes that it would be
to know whether
this regard |
articles on

‘er if some
from their
contributor
encouragin
or not my articles were helpful. " In
have read with interest and profit the
nature by A. B. Klugh since they started,
and have never seen any reference to them by any of
your subscribers though I have intended for some time
to express my appreciation of them. In fact they,
together with the excellent veterinary tables you have
lately published are the only articles I have ever clipped
from the Advocate for my reference scrap hook. They
are valuable, not only for the information gained of the
nature world about us, but they are written in such
plain and popular style that my voung people can
read, understand, and enjoy them. The articles on the
devlopement of the animal mind in the late issues are
especially instructive and interesting.

I hope Mr. Klugh will continue to give these populaf
articles. A lot of the stuff that Peter McArthur write$
is worth reading and it's all interesting. | have often
wished I could read his private political thoughts.
[ have seen so many men rave about the curse of party-
ism, and when election day comes being submissively
led to the polls by the party ‘heeler to vote for the
“grand old party' that I grow skeptical when I hear
“independent . However, 1 feel that
friend of the farmer and as such I hope some
him the handclasp of gratitude. I was very

much impressed with his letter in the issue of March 8th.

As a farmer [ know he will do his best to produce this
year, as a writer |

hope he will devote the money re-
writing to war purposes. | always read
aloud to rhe wife. His homely philosophy
s restful and helpful although he is not Scotch.
“Whip's" articles
ead. His article on
ne a foal and I shall

[

eived for his

are always good and carefully
Persistent Urachus last year saved
always be grateful to him.
suppose the Home Magazine is all right

I do

not get time to read it.

N. S.
[Note.—Coming from a
cstructive
and

R. J. MESSENGER.
man known to excel in
criticism this review is appreciated by the
surely will be by readers. Possibly our
“sharp” enough for some but we know
thers who feel their cutting edge. —EDITOR.|

Silage and Hay For Feed.
DITOR “THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE'":

I would prefer a farm of about one hundred and
fty acres, containing ten acres of bush, or at least
firewood from down timber. \\"it.h
a person would be able to grass his
keep the profits of winter feeding, in-
cad of being forced to

itheient to supply

tarm of this size,

scll in the spring even if the
On a well managed farm

larger profits can be made with less labor
noon a smaller farm.

this size,

Supposing the farm was part heavy clay loam, and
L t i wadlines the rest muck soil, 1 would drain the higher land and
to fill some exceptionally deep holes, andl mentally vow that [ will read the most likelv keep it for ultivation, while the rest of the farm [ would
A man with a shovel may dram low [1]4&&_'\ and so Presarticles at a leisiire period. These days of leisure are  pasture. One of the crops I would specialize in would
vent !]n. bad ruts and holes from forming. A day's about as pleatiful in ¢he life of o farmier whe i ving Do allalfa. It is great feed, and the stock are very fqnd
work will cost no maore in April than in fune, bhut us @92 P! S WG is trying of it, and it “v,,”]\,l 1lso h“]') to make a balanced ration
much good might Te done as in two davs at the Jater  to farm as non-partizan voters at the ordinary election. “”“'\‘,;'l‘,_ ynicl Iimvlt‘h‘\' ]lkl\l' oe str‘(lw4 (l (‘:.I»[:”'“]\- would
date.  Thore are districts where this system of keeping S0 the articles 1 lay asid tor future perusal, pile not he \\\ill;rn” v silo, if i'l'\\'trt‘ a‘t all possible to build
the roads i repair is foltow o and the results are quite  up until the wife carries them away (o the attic ang one. It might |““,,“[ ;,] lace to c‘t’l[‘(- here that we have
evilent to the u noller and, incidentally, soedks well T begin again, planted corn both by <lr‘[i|'l and l.w( planter and find the
for the o te payers ]w\_z‘ .Q"THL: these mmi\._ It is re- A stormy day not long since fave me the oppo tunity former me thod by far the better, | would grow a much
arcettalbde tlat th sprrit ol jealousy Creeps 1 ¢ven in to go through some b K numbers of unread Advocar S smiadler acreane of grain than hay, as it ta'ses hay and
regard to rowd repairing. Last spring in a certammand as a result 1 have g lot of clippings (hat <ome l l\((,k'),,_,‘h‘\( ;“”“-l‘\. 'md)(‘L;'lliI\' of feed.”
locality cne itepa used o split-log drag a time or may materialize into discursive articlos tor ¢y | ‘ the ,-,’]»(f“- f ‘r"li[]i (\\'crhl\'v found to
two on a couple of miles of rond The ruts wer filled vocdte. Some of them | would lke to make on e Pre - “,\‘l“‘ l ’\,.“ g; O A. C. No. 72 and
the surface <ioot hed and the water diained off, Thil espectally when 1 write My opinion of suceh g N A ; N i‘,,.i,'\ H”\t‘(‘*“‘\"” (‘;: 5I' w()'lli(llgf'f;\\"[ onglellow
strip of road was b e H suminer (han that on eithe l\'x\iv\\ing over a number of issyes th \ o R B - lans. ould
cnd Howeser, the pe Wk was mude that he was however,  serves to RIve one a sort of birdseve o ‘,"”_‘! \,\!:"l" : ""‘ \,'“!('“l _])LHL’C;)'FH f.()lvﬁl,'l"\: m{t ‘:0 be
doing this Tesiuse had an antomobiie and the path of the paper as an cducator, I have heen aec e 0l . Iv_',“ ‘1 S H)_‘l.‘ml'l}]-\‘ erflm, M[)t'll o con-
master would not allw anvthing for syeh time spent, being fond of destr LNVE Criticism and T don't remem] . N ‘.“ o {11,1.\ ,]"“‘“l I,l v‘“ pd,r[ ]0| L[ sm 1]|<|;|iry
when o ity it b nefited all ]i\iHLi o the lin Lo as ol ever h il]; weused of (l\ﬁl]l!lj\' n ”4[!:'1\ ) 01 herd .|' ;‘H )~‘1",f?l,'~ l :l” “”v'\"‘l. “?“,“ .(l,}):”“p [HHIU'V
greal an exveant as the gravel lauled Late in June, can take  for hones opinion what | am Loty \ f e ’ . f\{‘ ‘ i . lo g lew ogs ‘“} ]./ rln\tlliHé
.\ ‘3‘ © i he M "\ ‘j‘“‘tl‘”L’ or ‘!\\1‘!1;\' i'\ two ol the \(I\Hmllt'; l'll More so wlhllu' nNo one o T Ay -" ‘. \‘\I ‘ RO dit I)H‘l (TI[”C, In'ﬂr( ‘]:1” . ter Iﬂd
a sever o ceht foot log, wh; hoisa fool o Rreen in hes well say that T wun looking for a gov mment qoly oo o pgotite would be hauled durirg the win ‘
. . teor , . ! o b ‘ < Dbrectly o he land
m-divincter, and then by the cut surlaces 1o 1o posttion on the staff ( ¥ on the lan
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