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TRACTION STRIKE IN NEW YORK HANDI-
CAPS BUSINESSS IN INSURANCE
OFFICES.

3y reason of the tying up of the principal sub-
way and elevated railroad systems in New York
{his week, as a result of the strike by employces,
New York insurance companies did business under
something of a handicap. Man" insurance office
clerks were late in getting to business. Motor
busses were requisitioned by some offices for con-
veying employees both to and from business.

The absence of disorder or violence in connec-
tion with the strike so far has resulted in little, if
any, demand in the increase of Civil Commotion
insurance.

Mayor Hylan of New York in a statement issued
to the strikers, stated that they were being misled
by their leaders, who, he said, were tools of the In-

terborough Rapid Transit Company. He charged-

further that the strike was called with the collu-
sion of the officials of the company for the ex-
press purpose of frightening the public into a
grant of an eight-cent fare. He asserted also that
the transit company had paid 187 per cent. in
earnings to Wall Street, that the eight-cent fare
was unnnecessary for the financial welfare of the
subway and elevated lines.

The Journal of Commerce, New York, in com-
menting on the situation, says : The blame for par-
alyzing the street railway service of this city is
not to be piled on any one head, but a large pro-
portion is due to the Tammany government and
its utterly incompetent head, Mayor Hylan.

The men employed in this street transit ser-
vice, or those to whose leadership they may be
yielding in this exceptional situation, should be
brought to understand what is really for their in-
terest in clearing up the situation. The most im-
portant thing for them is to get promptly back
into the service of the public, on such conditions
as are available, and to have their case set forth
as clearly and reasonably as possible with a view
to the fairest settlement attainable in the present
exceptional situation. tepresentatives of the In-
terborough Corporation also need to change their
attitude and their course of action. Their past
record is working against them, and public sen-
timent has not been on their side, as it might have
heen with a more favorable record behind them.
Their dealing with the existing situation has not
been above suspicion and it needs clearing up.

They are not free from responsibility in creating
the conditions which it is so difficult to deal with.
State Commissioner Nixon is free from entangle-
ments of the past and is now taking a lead that is
promising and should prevail over that of the
Tammany Mayor,
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