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The Ephesian Candlestick.
Rev. W. T ordon,

John, the servant of Jesus Christ, had a n
in the fsle of Patmos  He saw the visenZang
ever living Savior walkmy among the goliden
candlesticks which are the eharelis " and he
commands * bis sereant Jolin™' to write unto the
Angel of the chureh at Fphiesus o brict fetter,
pecorded o the firar seven verses of the second
chaprer ot this Revelaton, T this Ltter, he
commi b s the good and con lenms the wrong in
tnat charch. He praises ther Swarks"" toeir
constancy, Ll and patience,” thede pante,
their strict discrpiine, el condemns them far
whit he finds ot ¢ ght = fisst praises, then cen
Hedoes oogently and yet fionly, He
has sometioneg agannst tiens, notwithstanding all
their exoellencies ey b At therr tirst Jove
But that thing sevms to impetil the very
existence of the chureh it Tt is oo want of
loye first Tove "= laes of its first fenvor and
devotion. o Leave the first Jote is 1o Bave a
great fall Tt may resalt in the very removal of
the candlestick, atwr all, nuiess there s “repent-
ance’ and a perfarning of the “fiest works ™

And this calamity s threatensd, notwithstand-
ing all their exvelloney of cluracter and praise-
worthy deeds,

I'he Ephesan ohnrsh was a model chorel in
mapy thines 1 most things, 1 scems to have
been well organ zed tor work, all night as to the

sures 't
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out its tendrils and takes into its heart's warmest
not only its own members
0 the degraded, the sinfol and wick <
ontsede, Tt wnst be unsellishe Tt mnst cease o
be exclusive

The chorel of Jesus Christ under the influence
of lis continnal presence mst condescend to the
humble and lowh, and tove all mookind, It
must he like the good shepherd hims de, lovingly
seeking to save the Jost, while hav ng the most
tender tegand for, avd swert conpanionship and
fellows vip with the saved,

The canrch mast bave an inetease of that love
which makes the werld see that it hasthe Lirgest
tllest, parost, swectest, most attractive brother-
i all the world, Tt must ket the bght of

Cthe Son of Righteousness shioe ont throngh its

Body, its wmonibers, with all its heaoty and ex-
celleney, and grandeur, as the greatest {orce to
ave and bless mankimd,  Such a chaieli is sure
to be orthwlox, for love brimgs obedince and

CGod s ready and anxious and able to lead the

purity of Iite, and hopetulness, amd constancy of

its members, it discipline, and even its ortho
doxy. It must have been sound in the faith,
true to its doctitnes —th megh not mentioned 1 s
certainly imphod in the fact that any heterodoxy,
any looceness of faith, would hive been eom
demmned by the faitt ful Master,
things seem to be necessary to a well organized
and progressive church, they are not the things
alsolutely necessary to the exstencs amd pers
petuity of the chnrch, Tiis sacms 1o be implied
m the severe throat to remove the candlestick,
in the face o the exmtenee of all these things,
nnless they reperted of their lack of love, N
would also imply that love is of the greatest con-
scquence to a church,  The dnspirod witings

T obedient into all of the truth,

Wichita, Kans,

“That's AIL"

By Jool Swartz,

Postedd conspicnonsly along the line of travel,
as oue rides into the city, is wn advertisement of
a particular kind of whisky,  The name of it is
given,  Over this name is a large picture of a
wan on a red borse.  The rider is gavly tlour-

“ishing his hat and seems to be shonting the name

While all these
"to God that were att'™

+ hor

of the ! rand of tae drink,
to be sufticient, and heisce thie hoasftul:
all!"*

Now, the writer could but ¢jaculate:

The name iy sy posed
CThat's

“*Vonld
Instend, 1t seemed to
hon ut the dread beginning.
red horse s emed te him to suggest another red

(Rev.

o:g): tAnd another horse came forth, g

s red Norse, and to him that sat thercon it was
P given o take peace from the earth, and that they

have tanght that love ig the greatest thing in the

world—the best and noblest i the chusch,

But so many have Laid the greatest stress on
orthodoxy, “‘sounduess
vegleet of these otier good things conunended
here by our Lord, But this lettter doesn’t teach
that orthodoxy is the greatest tamg hewever
destrable it may be o have the church soond in
its doctrines. Vou see the Lord doesn’t mention
that trart, at ail. Jtoas rather singular that he
does not command i so many words, the Tunty
ot doctries held by them, though he does not,
and cannot look with complacency on lax teach-
ing, or talse and erroneons doctrines,  This
omission, 1t wounld seent was meant to teach ' s
in connection with his censure for lack ot love,
taat love, the fervor of the first love continumy
in the heart—deep toned constant spiritualiny —
is of greater importance than all else, Orthodoxy
may degencrate to mere formalisw, and ulu-
mately destroy the chuich,

The best thing then, m all the workd, i any
age, 15 a spiritnal choerch,  The other things
mentioned are ceriain! oot and necessary, but
they may exis without fv s | fervor,

The worst thing in the conrch according to
the teaching of this | tter s rebgions formalism
It is most surely destructive i all s influences
and bearing on a church. It did finally canse
the removal of the candlestick at Ephesus.

Theretore lay greater stress on leve'’

It is certainly “‘the greatest thing in the
world, A church may have everything ¢l e but
love and fail in its mission among men,  There
more hope of its success without the other
things.

The church of the future, the aggressive, pro
pressive, successful - church, in my  hamble
opinion, is going to be the church that pays the
largest attention to kecping alive, in fullest
measure its holy, fervent affection; that reaches

should slay one another; and there was given to
i a great sword.™

My fancy saw this whisky rider at the head of |

a wreat procession of victims and slaves who

s were bound to him by a lovalty which overthrew

i the faoth,” to the

the dignity of their natures and the power of
their wills, A great, motley erowd of boistero
tighting dilapidated porsons gathered from evers

rank and condition of society, lengthened out the

Cinnumerable tram that follo ved the gay rider on

his red horse  Like the red horse i the Apoc
Ivptic vision, it was given to himto take peacs
from the earth. The eve saw no bannered dove

“loating above the procession, but, instead, de-
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: the warnor's blade

vices of every desenption of woe and sorrow,
wretchedness and poverty. viee and crime until

That man oo the *

and his v br of whom we read as follows |

lightnings. Nor woula it bé true still: *“That's
ali ** **No drunkard shall enter the kingdow of
Guad

Devor, Pa.

‘“He Means Me''
By Rev. W. [.. Watkinson.

MMany listenlang to the truth before it comes
home. We generalize and eriticise, and forgat
that the gospel message 48 divect, detinite, and
persmal, Usnally we are bad judges of our own
i portra, and are specially slow o recognize ounr
D ineral portiant when it is aceurate and unflarter-
i ing, and, in addition, we bave po sincere desire
Lo kuow our true selves,

H S0 the upper seats
I hear for the lower, and the freescars £ the nich;
I bat hearing, they donot hear, and s.ving, toey do
fnot perceive that God has a controversy with
l them A seldier shoots s weight in lead betore
he kills a foe, o d the preacher knows how rarely
hits suessage teachos the heatt and conscrlence of
those who regularly sit before bim, We reed to
cry with the disciples: “Lord, isat 1" Nothing
is done untl we have individualized the truth,
The great problem is to rescne onrselves from the
mass, to disentangle omselves, to shake off the
Ctyranny of the crowd, and realize our personal
| relation to God, His trath, and His kingdow
Bat if trath that condemns means you, so does
the treti that saves,  “Cone unte Me, all yz
thot are heavy taden; “He means we,” “*And
Cwhen He was vet a great way off 5 “He means
S " U The Son of Man is come to seck and 1o
save that whieh s lost'"; * He means me."’
CGod's fove to ws 15 personal, “Fear not: for 1
redecmed thee, 1 tave called thee by thy name:
*thou art Mine.'”  *“*That thou mayest know that
I, the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am the
Goiof Israel '

Is nct the knowledge of this personal, rede m-
ing, enfolaing love just what we want?  Happy
dav when we realize ! Onee 1 was lookiug
carelessly down a list of heirs to unclaimed
i property, when T suddenly saw my own name.
" Wit an electric shock!  How deeply interesting
that documdnt all at once became! 8o it is when
we recognize our personal interest in the gospel
grace and promise,  “He loval me, and gave
Himselt for me.”

1A traly converted man gets a vision of God,
fand a satisfaction of sonl which he never entirely
and can never forget, however far he may
“wander away from God.  The world can never
agan show a troly converted man anything that
compares with the vision of heaven he has had
through Christ, and can wever give him any
pleasure to equal that he had in communion with
LG,

they blended with the loweting horizon fevond | Everyone, whether high or low, a prince or a
Nor w s this vision of the faney a mere dream of ' peasant, who lives in a course ot sin, is the slave
onrealitv. Bt was a shodowy resemblonce of | of sine Sin is o hard task-master, and pays his
what oveurs in every land where this 1ider goes | servants out i biter wages, even death. Sin is

torth  The great sv ord which was given e i
wis red with more than the blood which stains
1t was corroded with hot
tears of widows and orphans; it was wet with the

" lood of lost souls; 1t had on it the hideous farms

. misleading.

the scenery of history.

1"

dir..
It s troe the whisky advertisement did not

dis;lay all that my fancy saw. It is a part of

‘serpents, goergons, hydras and  chimeras

the tactics of the leader of the anseen host to |

conceal the dread following in the ghastly,
bhannered train.  His flourish of “That's a.l'" is
Itisn'tall. 1f one conld summon
“all’* and complete the spectacle it would be such

a horror as. one could never forget
No imagnation could summon the whole
dreadful, tragic drama  into one  view.

I have been trying to environ the procession with
The streets throogh
which it conducts its ghostly, ghastly crowd
should be flanked with jails and penitentiaries,
poorhouses and asylums, scaffolds and clectric
chairs, overarched with dark clouds and lurid

a remorseless master. and - allows of ne escape.
“The man who gives himself up to his lusts and

passions is not, as he fondly believes, vsing sin

for his pleasure, but is, in fact, serving sin as a
swmaster.  If he thinks he can disimiss sin at pleas-

ure, he ts grossly mistiken; for the moment he
i seeks to free hiwself, he finds the chains drawn
. tightly about him. **Whosoever committeth sin
i 18 the servant of sin,"

Donation,

! During January the congregations of Jackson-
Ctown and Jacksonville made their annual visit at

the parsonage and there left in matcrial things

about $70 00 and insympathetic help very much.

On tlos ficld we are now on our fourth year,

May this kind people be blessed and the divine
| word produce much fruit,

Josern A CaniLL.
Jacksonville, Car. Co. N. B. Feb. 17.




