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soft maple, dandelion and other things 
when a sudden check finds the colony 
with simply enough honey to carry 
through the brood that was hatchnig.
A good queen furnishes an enormous 
amount of brood, but with no honey the 
bees die from starvation and the bee 
man thinks perhaps they died from 
foul brood.

We have mow entered upon the flow.
If you have got no combs to start with 
I should advise you to use full sheets 
of foundation. It is expensive, but it 
pays.

If you want to keep down swarming 
get on your combs as early as possible ; 
don’t wait until you see your clover in 
bloom in the field. I get my combs on 
possibly a week and a half before clover 
begins to bloom, and the bees will take 
better care of the combs than you can. 
Put a sheet of perforated metal on first 
and then your uj er story. Sometimes 
you have got your combs all on and you 
will perhaps be busy in the yard when 
you see a swarm out on the wing. You 
didn’t expect any swarming so early. 
What has happened? It was likely a 
colony that superceded its queen. It 
may be an early swarm with the old 
queen. I go to the colony and look in 
and see what is the matter, and if I 
End there are a lot of queen cells there, 
and some hatched out, it is a swarm 
that has been led off by a virgin queen.
I shake that swarm into the box in 
Iront, and I leave them in that till night.
I advise the beginner to do as much as 
he can of his work in the evening, an 
hour or so before sun-down, for the rea­
son that he won’t be bothered so much 
with lobbers, and the bees being quiet 
and more tired at night. I put swarm 
back with the virgin queen, tearing out 
all the veils. You must inspect the bees 
in from 10 to 12 days, to see if the queen 
is laying.

The rf< - er season is coming on and you 
want te watch carefully when your
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combs get full of honey. I work on what 
ia called the tiering system. I want to 
warn beginners when they go to extract 
not to be too eager to get a large quant­
ity, at the expense of quality, for if 
they do, they will be losers. My advice 
is to wait until the comb is capped from 
1-2 to 2-3 at least.

I will now describe my lifting appar­
atus. All my hives are exactly similar.

The above cut represents the lifting 
device to which I referred in my address 
to beginners at the recent O.B.K.A. 
meeting. All are free to make it who 
choose—there is no patent. It is very 
simple in construction. I have used it 
for many years. There is still room for 
improvement. Let us have your ideas 
upon the matter ; perhaps you can give 
us something better. Show us a cut. 
of it and pass a good thing along.—Alex. 
Dickson.

and the apparatus goes right on top and 
lifts the upper story by the turn of a 
crank. I have gone around to 15 or 20 
colonies and never used a touch ct 
smoke. The idea of this plan is, that 
the upper story is full, but not cap­
ped ; if you don’t raise the super there- 
will be a certain amount of time lost, 
and the queen will be crowded below. 
There is no room above. You raise 
this upper story, putting your empty 
one in between, and let it down again,


