762

THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN
PN00U0R000000000000000000000000000000

o
o

The Quiet Hour. b
noooauooon.oconn”uuaanoenmaamg

The Preaching of John The Baptist,

S. S. LessoN=Jan. 10, Matt, 3:1-12,

GoLDEN TEXT —Repent ye,

for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand.

Matt, 3: 2.
BY REV. C. MACKINNON, B.D., SYDNEY, N.S,

Preaching in the wilderness, v. 1. John
the Baptist did not “conduct a service”; he
preached, heralded a message. Consequently
there was no necessity for an ornate cere.
mony, a melodious choir, a splendid sanc-
tuary. The wilderness was good enough,
The crowds flocked thither.  People are not
punctilious ahout their surroundings, when
they hear burning words from a heart on
fire  What our own age in its heait of
hearts hungers for, is not a service, but a
message.

Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand, v. 2. “There is no going to the fair
haven of glory without sailing through the
narrow strait of repentance.” Th: Greck
word for repentance means change of mind
and purpose.  You set out to visit a certain
cty. But you hear that a dangerous con-
tagious disease is raging there. You change
your mind : you turn back—you have *re-
pented”  Our word repentance means
“sorrowing back.” He who says: “I will
no longer mistrust God, but believe Him ; [
will no longer disobey His laws, but wil
strive to keep them,” has repented. “Real
repentance consis's in the heart being broken
for sin and from sin.”

Were baptized of him, v. 6. Earnest and
faithful preaching or teaching is sure to incur
opposition ; but it will bear its fruit. Luther
fearlessly proclaimed justification by faith,
and the Reformation was the result, Rev.
John Livingstone, suffering for the Word,
preached one burring sermon at Shotts in
1630, and about five hundred were converted
by 1's agency. In 1812, religion in Skye was
well nigh dead, but he preaching of a poor
blind fiddler, who had been converted,
brought about a revival still vividly remem-
bered.

The Pharisees and Sacducees come, v. 7.
“Go easy to-day, John, moderate your
thunder a little ; for we see some of the
grandees from Jerusalem in the crowd, and
itis a great thing for the new movement to
have the patronage of these learned and
wealthy persons.” But the bold, biunt,
impolitic man, who had only fed on “locu-ts
and wild honey,” when he saw them, cried
out the louder, “O generation of vipers, who
bath warned you to flce from the wrath to
come ?” Never compund with the world
for the sake of momentary success. *‘The
man,"” it has been well said, “w' o, in pursuit
of a wise reform, is afraid of the breath of
the thing to be rerormed, is alrcady de-
feated.” When it is a question of men's
eternal welfare, he brave, and your very
courage will vanquish the Pharisee and Sad-
ducee, and win his soul for Christ.

Now, v. 10. Like a bell the word “now”
calls o instant acticn.  Youth is, above all
others, the age to decide for Christ. At a
recent meeting of Sabbath School workers,
mostly college students, a speaker asked
those who had given themselves to Christ
before sixieen to rise ; nearly all present rose.
Those who pass this age without taking this
decisive step are less likely to take it later.

Bapt ze you with water, v, r1. It has been
a matter of surprising concern to some peo-
ple, how much waicr should be used in

baptism. It a man fecls the need of the
whole Atlantic, by all means let him have it.
If he is saiisfied with a few drops, they are
sufficient,  The grave question is, With what
have 1 been baptized?  With the micre
material water, which can ¢ nly cleanse the
body, or with the living fire of Goi's H ly
Spint, which will consume my sins and
illumine my soul ?

The ax..the fan. .the fire, vs. 10, 12.
“Fear,” says Dr. Pcloubet, “in the sense
not of terrcr, but of foresecing coi sequences,
is simply wisdom and common scnee,
President Stanley Hull, in his Study of
Fears, declares that such fear is essential,
The question of life is what we shall fear,
whether men, or danger in the paths of cuty,
or dishonor, failure, sins,”
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Faith and Personal Care,

Bv C. H Wernerpe

There are so many p: ople who have a
deranged and dangerous faith, that it is the
duty of better estahli-hed persons to try to
dactor the unfortunate ones.  The fol' wir g
question was recently sent to Rev. James M
Gray, ot Biston, to be answered in the
Union Gospel News : “Is the carryine of fe
incurance by a Corictian, in any way contrary
to the 1eaching of the Bib'e, and wou'd you
apply the same principles to any o'her kind
of insurarce ?”  Here is a part of Dr G w's
answer : “The best answer 1 can give 1o 1 his
question is to say that I carry insurance,
both on my life and on my property, which
I certainly shou'd not do, did T consider
either contrary to the teaching of the Bible.”
He further says : “This matter is a Very
SErious one to many sensitive and conseie ne
tious  Christians, and warrants a further
word of brotherly counsel,

There are those who feel that a life of
farth means a disregard of the ordinary suge
gestions of natural reason and intelligen: e,
and that to make provision for the carthly
tuture of one's family is to doubt God and 1o
retain the reins of government in one’s own
hands  But this is not so, nec essarily.
There may be isolated instances in every age
and nation where God calls upon his wit-
nesses to step forth into an extraordinary
kind of experience, like the patriarchs, of
the Od Testament, or the apostles of the
New, but T feel satisfied that they are isol-
ated and extraordinary.”

I wish that thousands of those who are
exercising a crazy faith could read those
words, and then would put the principles
into practice. The 1eachirg is espec ally
needed hy hose who helieve that w'en th y
are seriously sck they do not require the
use of any medicine, for they are sure that
such use wou'd be contrary to faith in G d.
They should be taught that God, by his
directions in the Bible, commands the use
of ap ropriate means in cases of lness, and
that such a thing is xhrnmuul‘iy in harmuny
with true faith. Faith and personal care
are bound together.  We are 10 provide and
protect ourselves to the hes! of our ability,
and we show real faith in God by pursuing
that course,
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It is better to be a good failure than a bad
success,

' spintually ?
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Microbes,
By Mgs, H. M McCrusky,

These are the days of miciobes, They
are in the water, and the air; they lurk in
all imaginable plicis in readiness to fasten
themselves  upon  unsuspecting humanity ;
ard woe to the individual who has not a
strong, robust body that resists and  throws
off the disease infected germs,  No part of
the body 1« cxempt from these ravagers, A
dentist impresses upon his patient the need
of serupulous care of the teeth in order that
the microbe find no place to lodge, and so
the entire physical being must be hygienicly
fortfied against these marauders. s there
not a pataliel in the spiritual realm ?

In the « days of maerial ascendency, the
preservaiion and periceing of the physical
nature require o much attention that the
spiritual nature is largely ignored ; and yet,
are not the unseen things the real and
eternal ones ?

What arc some of the spiritual disease
germs which correspond to the microbes of
the physical world, and what the required
spiniual cordition whereby they are thrown
off without personal loss? - Indeed, one may
become strorger through the very aet  of
resistance.  Oae insiduous foe is discourage-
ment 5 if it is given a place its ravages are
rapid and disastrous ; it sron develops into
doubt, which ultimately results in unbelef,
Another germ, which is almost more deadly,
1s spuitual pride 5 it hides behind every good
decd, ready to thrust itself with compla‘sance
mnio the lite, and if one 1s predisposec to the

malady, it becomes well seated bef e con«
sciousness is aroused to the fatal ¢ adition,
There are many other porms wh unly wait

for the opportunmity ‘e spiritual
lite, and how can one be sate with such
envionments?  What is the process that
insures  safety in  the physical world ?
Hvana, under Spanish rule, had yearly the
fever scourge, but when for a ume, the
United States had control, it was thoroughly
cle nsed and the sanitary conditions were so
entircly transtormed, that the deadly microbe
could not find quarters fir its annual came
paten.  Cleaniness aud pure food supplies
are the two important requisites for physical
se f protection,

Is there not an exact correspondence in
safe-guarding the spiriwal life?  Cleansed
by the atoning blood of Christ, not once
only, but daly, that no dust or stain be
allowed to accumulate ; for there is, first,
receving Jesus for salvation, then the daiy
and hourly need of His keeping power, By
contact with the world, spintual perception
becomes dimmed, and it is only as the life
is in Christ and His words in the lite, that
there can be a vigorous, cvercoming persons
aliy.  Jesus sard : **Already ye are clean
because of the word which™ 1 have spoken
unto you.  Abide in Me, and I in you,”
O1 the pure tods physically, consider the
thought that is given to it ; mnilk and water
are sterihzed —while solid fods undergo the
most nigorous scrutiny,  Is there as much
thought given to obtain a pure food supply
When the city or vill ige water
brcomes pollured, no time or cxpense is
spared to purify 11, and rightly so, but is it
not equally mmportant that spiritual nourish-
ment be pure and wholesome?  Yet, per-
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nicious doctrines are sowed broadcast over
our land ; words that are tuking all the life
out of the Christian religion, for in them
there is no Jesus as the risen Lord, Who
nanifests Himselt in love and power through
His followers by the Holy Spint.  In Hig
place are written Culiure, Ec':~- inn, and




