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soundly berated, the Board of Trustees for squandering

public monty on such an institution, and so, confident were

they of its non-success that they had partially completed
arrangements for purchasing the building and site and
u sing it for other purposes. However, they were destined

to disappointment, for instead of faïlure every effort was
crowned with success.

Another elenient that stands out prominently and

should flot be'overlooked is that in this sdiool is to be
found the cmbodiment of the progressive spirit which
actuated many of thec leading citizens of Hamilton during

the tinie when it f airly earned the titie of -the " Ambitious
City." This is the first representative institution ini the

Province of a properly graded common school, in which

were separate rooms, separate teachers and separate
classes, presided over by a conipetent principal, wrho di-

rected thi' energies of pupils' and teachers along well

defined lines. These advanced ideas camne into direct

conflict with the conseirvatisin of the old teachers, and the

first exhibition of their strength took place in this city.

Here was a concrete example of what was meant by a

proper classification of pupils, a systematic grading of

classes, and the introduction of the niost approved methods

of instruction. Tfhe victory was won by the progressive
party, and f roni that time to thie present the inspiration
then given has placed Hamiilton ini the foremost rank of

the most advanced educational centres of this Province.
But to enter into the spirit of this progressive niove-

ment, and to appreciate all that this Central $chool rniant

to H{amilton, and to the systemn of cominon schools re-

cently in:troduced by Dr. Ryerson, ÇCiief Supei'intendent
of lEducation, it will be necessary to trace briefly the tise

and progress of poipular education throughout this Pro-

vince f rom thec earliest tinies to the opening of this school.
C(>w;lo f" t4ie qnarseness of thie pop>ulation and the


