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To the latent consciousness all the suggestive, associative, and hiventive powers of themind are mfinitely indebted.
This latent power, strong and active, and under the control of the will, cannot faU to

Rive Its possessor great facility in dealing with ideas, whether as an artist or a schohu-, a poet
or an mventor, a politician or a pulpit orator.

In perfect obedience to the will, it gives great readiness and presence of mind, flashing
up rapidly the right idea at the right time ; and no doubt its power and facility are increased
by those operations of the mind, that call it into frequent and vigorous exercise.

Volition, backed by strong feeling, has ever great suggestive and controlling power over
the latently conscious ideas that lie in the shadow behind them.

In short, all the operations of a day, that are not the direct results of our conscious
attention, are the product of this latent power ; and we are regulated in the performance of
every act that requires onr attention, by all the knowledge and the experience that stand
immediately by in the shadow.

Lastly, it must be remembered that latent consciousness is altogether a distinct thing
from memo^. For though we may be latently conscious of things stored away in memory
yet we may be latently conscious of many things that have never reached the memorv. Thus
In looking at a castle in a landscape which I have never seen before, though my active atten-
tion has never been turned from the castle towards its surroundings at all, I am latently
conscious of these surroundings nevertheless ; and if there is any peculiarity in any of them
or any movement, it at once arrests my active attention.

*

In passing through a country which I have never seen before, I am latently oonscions ofmany things that never engage my attention actively. Anything peculiar, however, which
tdus passes through the latent consciousness, is sure at once to attract active attention to it.

J.he chief difference between Active consciousness and Latent consciousness is, that in
the first case, the consciousness of things is so concentrated or great, that it reaches the
degree of active attention ; while, in the second case, the consciousness of things is so dif-
fused or small, that it does not reach the degree of active attention. Active consciousness is
possible to only one thing

; latent consciousness, even with active consciousness at the same
moment, u possible to many things.*

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS.

Attention.—Definition* and Explanations.

Attention is that faculty which the mind possesses of concentrating its active thinking or
perceptive powers upon an object of thought ; in other words, of bringing them to a focus upon
it. It IS just the eye of the mind, through which it must look in order to know or become
sensibly conscious of any thing.

Attention can be directed to only one thing at a time ; if attention is directed, in one act,
to more things than one, it must be diffusively to them as one aggregate; if special attention
IS to be given to the individuals of an aggregate, it must be by successive acts, surveying
separately every individual of the aggregate. Briefly, we can think of only one thing in me
act of the attention. The wider the field of attention in one act, the more diffused is the
attention; the narrower the field,the more connontrated is the attention ; but the field is
alwaj B a unity.

Conceptions.—Definition and Explanations.

A Conception is just what we think a thing to be—a kind of mental photograph of external
phenomena. We cannot take up matter into the mind and carry it about with us ; but we
can make a mental transcript or copy of it, and then carry it about with us 'for ever. But
this mental transcript differs from other transcripts, in that the mind never recognizes it apart

• The lAtent oonsoious power is thus the complement and the helpmate of the Active conscloYispower; the latter works in the light, the former In the shadow, and both operate togethw tahai-mony. The Active consciousness posaeMes powers of control over the Latent consolong sphere, andoan bring the Ught of the attentfon to bear on things within it ; and things in the Latent oonsoious
sphere aie also able, to a certain extent, to arrest the attention of the Active oonsoioasneas, or. other-
wise, to affect the mind. The one, the Active consoionsness, is just the fuU light of the attention : the
other, tue Latent oonselonsness, is just that obsoure twilight that revdnls nothing definite or dlstin-
iraishable, but at the same time enough to influence our mental operations, or prompt us to turn our
full attention towards it.

V J. TA**^" '*"'* ™y "!'. "^ ' •' t**™ "Latent oonsoiousness " to denote this phase of mind maybe objected to by some as not 1 . i^ altogether the beat term to employ. It is difficult, however toget a term more suitable
; and . e

.
;itUe danger of any ambiguity, or of being misunderstood, throughmy employment of it.
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