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to occupy the interval between Lenox and his settle-
ment at Concord. After he had arrived at the latter
place, he wrote to Horatio Bridge (October 13, 1852):
"In a day or two I intend to begin a new romance,
which, if possible, I intend to make more genial than
the last." The "last" was "The Blithedale Ro-
mance ; " but of the newly projected work here men-
tioned we find no further trace, and it is impossible to
conjecture what scheme for a fresh work of fiction was
then occupying the author's mmd. The " campaign "

Life of Franklin Pierce had already been produced
after his coming to The Wayside, and he was appar-
ently free to turn his attention to this projected ro-
mance

; but instead of pursuing the design, whatever
it may have been, he took up the composition of the
"Tanglewood Tales," which were completed in the
early spring of 1853. On the 13th of March, that
year, he wrote the preface for them. Ten days later
his appointment to the consulate at Liverpool by
President Pierce was confirmed by the Senate of the
United States.
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