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Indeed. T am unaware of a recurrence having taken place inany

case in children, sav, under the age ol sixteen vears, in whom

(
I have employved this method. Tt will. therefore, only be
necessary to consider the results in patients who have reached
adult life.  Between the vears 19121915 T operated upon a

considerable number of adults, using cither this method or the

modification, and the results, to the best of my belief, were very
satisfactory, though T heard of two or three relapses in subjects
ol doubtful suitability.  The war has been the eause of such an
upheaval that it would now be, in all probability, impossible to
trace the after-history of any number of these cases. T am,

however, by the kindness of the Director-General of the Army

Medieal Sery . able to give some account of a series ol eases
upon whom perated in Franee during the war.

It has ah Iv been pointed out that, assuming the trath ol
the saccul heorv, a considerable number of hernias would
make the ppearance as the result of the ehange from a mor
or less itary life to the strenuous, active and unaceustomed
condit of military serviee.  This is exactly what did happen,
and reas, in the ecarly davs of the war, such eases were
N d home for operation, the number beeame so large, and

nportance of getting the men back to duty quickly beeame

reat, that, unless there was some special indieation to the
ntrary, it was deeided that these cases should be treated in
H"\lﬁlTJl\ in Frane

In March, 1916, instructions were issued to the effeet that
suitable cases of hernia, varicoeele, hyvdroeele and  varicose
veins were to be operated upon in certain seleeted  hospitals,
one of which was the hospital to whieh T was attached.  These
operations were only to he carried out during periods when it
was anticipated that there would be no severe pressure upon the
accommodation by large numbers of battle casnalties. It was
further suggested that the cases seleeted for operation should,
as a rule. be men under the age of thirty, and that the hernias
should be of small or moderate size, and not of longe standing.
The instructions to operate only on suitable eases were, however,
fairly liberally interpreted, and. provided that the general

condition of the patient and the loeal condition of the inguinal

e —




