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St. Lawrence. To deterinirt thin, u methiHiicsl nertea o( boimg*, with
u diamond drill Uking up ^lid corea, iliould be made at diHereiit

pointa Utween Monctonand Bathur«t, with at leant a few othem well

located in the Mirnniichi aud Kuctouohe vHlley*. Fr»)in what Imn
l>een will it will be obvious that there are but few if any feuturts at
the iiurfao« which can be of much aiuiMtance in determining the most
favourable location for trial. Each boring would afford presumptive
evidence for a oonniderable area around it, and a series of nuch li.ileii

i-oul<l hardly leave much doubt as to the general questions involved.
Even if the retiults were wholly n gative, they would be of nervi.v in
removing the present doubt upon the subject, and the (loasible uneless

expenditure of large amounts of capital.

While the question of the pr«Juctive character of other portious of I'mdn.tn,
the Carboniferous area is still awaiting investigation, it is H/ttisf.a- '(^^'{IZZ'rL.
t')ry in the meantime to know that efforts are being made to develojw •'"' '" ' '""v
upon a larger scale and in a more systematic way, the deposits

'"""'"""•-'

already known. Thus with the aid of the provincial government a
railway i« in courst! of construction from Chipmnn, nenr (Jrand liike,

to Fre<lericton, which will muke it possible to bri ,' the coal from the
Ixids of this re|,'iori much more readily to uket, while much
greater care will Ik- taken in the mining and tian<lling of the prtKluct,
thus avoiding to a rorisiderable extent the ciumblinK an>l adiuixtur.;
with foreign raatU'i which has previously done so mu.-li t.. di [ir.-.;i;iip

this c.»il in the eyes of coiiHuiiiers. In return for the aid .illl,rd.-.l (,y
the /government, the company Uuilding (he raad I.imls itself to esta.,-
lish on the line .,f railway a plant eapal.le of mining an avera-e of not
less than •'iOO tons ..f coal per day. f)win^' to the proximitv ..f t^ie
seam to the .surface_,it i.r. point. d.K-s it lie U-neath more than CO feet
of cover, and usually this is much less- the coal can in many ca.ses In-

most re..dily obtained by stripping, and machinery will he en.ploved
which will allow of this being done with great rapidity. When 'ux,
deep for this purpose, the coal may still be removed with compar.ativeiy
little labour by simply cutting trenches from the side of which the
coal is removed for a certain distance, and the undermined soil-cap
then allowe<l to fall in. Ft yet remains to be seen whether the great
expectations as to the total yield per year of the field will he r-alizeil,
but, as pointed out by the author and his nsisociates S. 187.J, the
aggregate amount of coal in the field is large, and, with the present
high prices prevailing, should admit of profitable working upon a scale
much larger than has Ixsen heretofore attempted.


