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leaders were unable to embody in legislation the

ideal proposed in their platform. Of the causes of

this failure, George F. Hoar gives an instructive

account in his Autobiography. As chairman of the

Senate committee on privileges and elections he

was in a por^'tion to know all the details of the

legislative attempts, the failure of which compelled

the Republican leaders to acquiesce in the decision

of public opinion against the old issues and in favor

of new issues.

Senator Hoar relates that he made careful prep-

aration of a bill fcr holding, under national au-

thority, separate registrat''''ns and elections for

members of Congress. But when he consulted his

party associates in the Senate he found most of

them averse to an arrangement which would double

the cost of elections and would require citizens to

register at diflFerent times for federal elections and

for state and municipal elections. Senator Hoar

thereupon abandoned that bill and prepared an-

other which provided that, upon application to

court showing reasonable grc ;'nds, the court should

appoint officers from both parties to supervise the

election. The bill adopted a feature of electoral

procedure which in England has h"d a salutary

effect. It was provided that in case of a dispute
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