
EXPLOSIVES INDUSTRY
ChTAWii. Uctobar. 1, IftlO.

To Dr. EiuKNi: H*am:i..

Dirrvtor ol: MineR, Ottuwn.

8iN>— I have tlic honour t» '<iibmit iir I'lllouiiiK n-iMirt mi m.v iiivfittiKUtiiiii of
till' t'xploaivot indiutrj' in thai DouiiuioD of ("uiiida.

Before offering any fritioiuu* or rticomiiK-ndatioiiH, I pro|ioiie to state briefly tb«
niorH iuiportunt iiriufiples upon which tb« Britiith r««uUtionit «ro bated: thM« itenoral

prineipk'a being, in niun.v caMts. ihiuhII.v apnlii'ablf to the rpRulatiou o( the industry

in tin* Dominion.

(1) Aulhoriiatioii of KrplonivfH.— .\o i-xploHJvi! may be luunufacturtiil iu or iin-

liortod into the TnittHl Kingdom lor xale uiitil it ban been subjet^ted to examination
by the chemiciil advi'^-rs of the KxpbMivct Department It U t(u- duty of theiie

gentlemen to »iiti»fy themnelves that the explosive i" not undul.v >«nHitive to friction

or porouiMio:i, und that it alno iMM<H>siie<t a rea»onuble degree of chemical (t«biUtjr<

KxplosiveH which are found to U) of the re<|ui>«it«> standard am included in the li«t

of authorized exploxives an aoon a* a liceuM) in obtaineil to allow of tlteir beina; manu-
factured or imported.

(•i) Maitufncluri- of AV/Wo«ici-».—Xo expltwi vc>. may Xm manufactured except iu aii

HUthorize<l place. A |)crHoii, tlicrcfore, who wi^<lii'.t to niuuiifucturc cxplo^iveti buH to

obtain u licennt*. By the icnnn of his Hciiim^ be i» only permitted tu erect buildings

of a specified construction, on the hIIck ^llown on h plan uttuched to hi* licence. The
maximum number of work-p<'r<«unn, and the niiixiniiim i|iiuntity <>f cxploHive* a'llowed

to be present in each liuillinK lire i>|>ecitietl, u.> i» uUo the nature of the operations pro-

posed to be carric<l on in the buildings. The factory liuildingA are required to be at

certain ilistancex from one iiiiotlier, un<l c(>rtHin .!i-tance.> numt also l)e observed from
buildings and works outside he fu'-tctr.v. The ilistanceH htc determined by the quan-

tity of e.xplo8ives allowed to be present in the building, A table showing quantities

of explosives and distaiu-eit was drawn up some years ago from data obtained by

noting the damage caus«><l b'- '>xplosioiis <if known quantities of e..-pl<viive; suitable

inter]>olation8 were made to 'er the application of the table practical, Siuoe the

adoption of this system of d -ces, no meniU^r of the gcncml public has been killed,

and no dwelling house has sustained any serious structiinil diiniage by an explosion

in any factory. From recent explosions it appears that the distances are hardly ade-

quate where the explosive involvetl consists of nitro-glycerine unniixe<] witc other

ingredients.

Generally s|ieuking. th<> Imildinvcs in which oiierutions of nianiifric''.ire are carrie<I

out ave required to l)e of light cuii^triK-tinn, luiving close joincil wooden floors and
being lined with woo»l or other suitable nnitfriul, I will refer to uiiigazine construc-

tion under the head of storage.

No responsibility is taken b.v I K.\iilosives Department rc^'urding the machinery

eniplo.ved, but in the event of any particular type of machine pruviug to be dangeroue,

the question of ita ditcontiauanco is taken v with ihe occupier of the factory.

The maximum number of work peopU- allowed to be present in a buiidinir is

determined by the nature of the operations carried out in the particular building, und,

as a rule, varies from two to six. This number is exclusive of the men employed to
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