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well into tl..^ ("oast Range system before it turns westward again to reach
the Pacific ocean at Vancouver. The drainage fronj the southern and
eastern portions of the area examined northward to the vall"y of Lac la

Hache and northeastward from there, does not flow din>ctly to the Fraser
hut south and oast to the Thompson which reaches tho Fraser .">() miles
south of I.illonet.

PVom Ivillooet tho railway follows the canyon of the Fraser for aliout
20 miles north of Kolly creek, whore it turns northeastward through
Jimction, or ("utoff valley (Plate VII) and follows that depression for
some It) Tuilos to the village of Clinton. Thence northward it crosses the
Green Timlior plateau, descends slightly into the valley of Lac la Hacho,
or San Jose creek, and follows that depression until it again roaches Fraser
canyon lift miles in a straight line north of Lillooet. From there north-
ward the road is within a f(>w miles of the river as far as Prince George.

For tho first 30 miles north of Lillooet tho waters o£ the Fraser are
less than 1,000 foot above sea-level, whereas to tho west within a few miles
the peaks of tho ("oast ranges risi; to t),000 and 7,500 feet above sea-level.

Eastward tl;e ridges are from (>,000 to about 7,000 feet high and thi'ir

summits, which are broad, merge into those of the Interior Plateau.
Farther north, however, the continuation of tho same ridges, known there
as Marble mountains, forms a more distinct range very sharply sei)aratod
from tho plateau to the east with sinnmits rising to (i.oOO and 7,o00 foot

above sea-level.

From CliTiton to Prince fieorgo the railway traverses the Interior
Plateau, a district nuide up of almost' flat plateau areas, of rolling round-
topped bills, and broad valleys. An example of an extensive flat area is

that of the Green Timber plateau north of Clinton. Tvpically developed
northwest of th(> railway, about 40 miles wide and from 3.800 to 4,200 foot

high, it lies between ^Iarbl(! mountanis to tho southwest and the Lac la

Huche depression 1o the northeast and is, considering its avoa, one of the
flattest parts of British Cohmibia. Except along its odj-os the drainage is

poorly developed or ./anting. A large nmnber of small salitio lakes arc
dotted over its surface.

North of the Green Timber plateau and at some distance^ from tho
immediate canyon of the Frasc, lies a country of broad valleys and rounded
hills with perhaps 300 to .")0() foot ditTerence in the elevation "of valley floors

and neighbouring hill tops. This typo of topography, but with gradually
increasing strength of relief, pei-si.^ts eastward as fav as the front ranires of
("ariboo mountains, the eastern boundary of tho Interior Plateai. system,
("ertain ])ortions of the western ridges of Cariboo mountairis, vi>itcd in

the course of this work, arc over 7,000 feet high and others fjirtluT east
evidently attain increasing altitudes.

Fraser river flows in a gorfje that lies from about 400 to l.'iOO fed
below the general plateau level. Near tho main stream its tril)Utaiics lie

in corrospoiidinjily deep gorges; between them the ridges maintai i the
level of the plateau to the east.

The immediate trough of the Fraser is a narrow trench about 2t)0 to
500 feet deep. Above this there is generally a number of terraces, the
upper surfaces of which are broad and sloj)e gently to the river (Plate II).
From the terraces the land slopes steeply upward to the rather flat tops
oMhe neighbouring ridges. Tho level of Eraser' river at its confluence
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