
CHAPTER IV.

Money Spent on IJqiior In B. C.

The Prohibitionists say that approximately $11,-
000,_i>00 was spent in B. C. on alcoholic liquors. They
don't say when this money was spent. It ie an aii-
proxlmate estimate of what has been spent some-
time. Perhaps when the boom was or.—we cannot
say. Now notice this approximate report saya what
has been spent on liquor, but the compilers failed
to give even an approximate estimate in this won-
derful report of theirs, of how much the liquor peo-
ple have spent out of this 111,000,000 on wages.
Improvements, inveetments. Interests, material,
benefactions, insurance, taxes, licenses and
revenues.

"Look," they say, "you people of B. C. have
spent $11,000,000 on booze. This $11,000,000 has
been practically thrown into the sea. It has been
an enormous waste. The only benefit you have
derived from It, is a paltry little sum which these
liquor people paid for licenses. In Vancouver, th«y
say, you spent $4,500,000 on booze, and you get a
paltry $100,000 In licenses, that is all. That means,
that you have thrown Into Burrard inlet practical-
ly $4,400,000." That is the way these Prohibition-
ists put this question, and I claim that It is most
unjust, untruthful, one-sided, and purposely decep-
tive. In fighting an enemy, let us be fair, in the
name of fair play I plead, be correct, and above
board, and don't try to deceive the public for once
your one-sldedness is exposed, you lose more friends
than you make.

So let us take the figures for Vancouver. Here
the Prohibitionists claim that we spent $4,500,uu0
on liquor. Out of this the liquor people, we are
told, spent $100,000 on licenses, leaving the im-
pression on the mind that the liquor people made
a clear profit of $4,400,000.

But every man and woman knows this to be
ridiculous. What about wages? What about build-
ings? What about taxes, stock, and numerous Other
things, some of whkh I have already mentioned?
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