
tu spread the gospel, by ninverting the hnifhen, and bv laboring in Christian lands, 
more particularly aniung the ignorant anil destitute, as is implied liv their motto: "To 
preaeh the Gospel to the poor lie hath sent me."

The Congregation was founded at Aix. in Provence, France, liv the Rev. Charles 
Joseph Eugene de Mazeliod, a distinguished young priest, the last male descendant of 
a nolile family of Provence.

The loisirs of the Congregation were at first confined to the |wsir humble peasants 
of the south of France, who, as a result of the French revolution of 17SIM7U3, were 
buried m ignorance anil spiritual n-glect. Their mcccss was marvellous, lull their num­
bers tisi few to meet the constant demanda for their services. In the year 1841, however, 
an occurrence, quite unexpected, led, in the designs of Divine Providence, to the rapid 
increase and spread of the Oblates of Mary, not only In France, but also in America and 
various other parts of the world. In that year Hishop Bourget, of Montreal, lieggcd the 
Founder to send some of his missionaries to Canada to evangelize the Indians scattered 
along the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the banks of the Ottawa, and the shores of the Hudson 
Bay. In response the venerable Monseigneur de Mazcnod sent him a little colony of 
missioners. This was the first step in the work of foreign missions which the Oblate 
Fathers now carry on so extensively ami with so much success.

In 1847 a similar request came to Monseigneur de Mazemsl from Bishop A. XI. 
Blanche!, then at the head of the diocese it" Walla Walla, in Oregon. Ilis wish was like­
wise aecedeil to, and the Rev. Father 1‘ascal Ricard, superior to the hand, Cr mir 
Chinoise, Charles I’andosy and On Blanehet, accompanied by Brother Verm et
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