th idea, advanced in international circles nowadays is that -

1nterrel tionships that bind the world together are so
hat the entire community of nations will face

; concept ofmterdependence isignored. What -

ould: play an rmportant role in the economic develop-
ent of depressed areas..

g of nine Black southern African countries. Both of these
gional ventures appear to hold considerable promise, not

++ 'so'much because of the extent of the aid they provide, but

because: they: seek to create models for-cooperation and

‘ development among Third World countries. It is with these

two 'odels that ﬂllS article is concerned

How it started
: Addressmg a conference of leadmg businessmen at the

R Gordon E Boreham is a Professor of Economics.at the

‘Umverszty of Ottawa. He has visited southern Africa four
fimes since 1970 Two years-ago Dr. Boreham contributed

-article to International Perspectives on new initiatives to .

) omote—closer economzc ties among the countries in

African Prime Minister Botha referred to the pote
emergence of “a peaceful constellation of southern A fric:
states with respect for each others cultures, traditions &
ideals.” “In a constellation of states the: countries i
cerned,” he explained, “derive from their fixed proximi
to each other a common mterest whilst’ malntalnlng t
individual sovereign status. This concept thus speci
excludes a satellite relanonshrp among any ¢ of the cons

stellatron plan concerned the narrowrng of the welfare
between the different races and populatlon groupsin§

' countrres

“The constellation concept as set forth at the Car
Conference has not materialized. Originally it was hop_
to include at least the Republic of South Africa and {;
national states within its boundaries (the republics|,
Transkei, Bophuthatswana and- Venda, as they are
known, became independent states in the late 1970s;
Ciskei garned its independence in 1981); and from out 0
these borders Botswana, Lesotho and ‘Swaziland (thi
former British Hrgh Commrssron Territories became 1
pendent states in the 19605) Zimbabwe (which atta
independence from Britain in 1980) and the former m
dated territory of South West Africa (Namibia, whic
currently administered by the Democratic Turnhalle 4
liance; a South- African-backed multiracial movement

~Unhke South Africa’s Black national states, the BLS ¢

tries (Botswana, Lesotho and Swazﬂand) and Zimba
are members of the United Nations, the Commonwealth;

Natlons and the Orgamzatlon of Afncan Umty Whlle .




