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way. At that time, I also gave a. résumé of 
what had been done with regard to the terri­
torial defence of Canada, following the out­
break of war with Japan. I stated that new 
units were being mobilised in accordance with 
anticipated deliveries of equipment. I can 
now say that, in accordance with that policy, 
nearly a dosen new battalions have already 
been mobilised, together with a considerable 
number of additional anti-aircraft and coast 
defence batteries. These formations are being 
given an active role in connection with terri­
torial defence.

I also indicated that the organisation of 
additional formations would depend on 
developments in the war situation, and men­
tioned particularly the mobilisation of another 
division. Since that time the war situation has 
further deteriorated, particularly in the far 
east. In consequence of this fact the gov­
ernment has authorised the mobilisation of two 
additional ' divisions, the 7th and the 8th. 
The additional formations will add depth to 
our existing and contemplated defences. They 
will be given the role of mobile reserves, with 
special reference to the east and west coasts.

I will not repeat what I said in January as 
to the special steps and special dispositions 
which had then been made to meet the con­
ditions resulting from the outbreak of war 
with Japan. Those measures have been imple­
mented. The new mobilisations which I have 
just indicated are by way of' additional 
security. Our coast defences and anti-aircraft 
defences are being strengthened week by week 
as new equipment becomes available, and as 
new units already authorised cômplete their 
mobilization.

The house will understand that, for reasons 
of security, I cannot give the disposition of 
these new formations. It has, of course, to 
be recognized that the ultimate disposition of 
all troops necessarily depends upon circum­
stances which determine the course of the 
war. I can say, however, that both the troops 
and the equipment available will be disposed 
of to the very best advantage to meet any 
anticipated forms or scales of attack.

In the outline I gave of the war programme 
for the present year, I referred to the fact 
that the air force, like the navy and the army, 
had its part in the territorial and coastal 
defence of Canada and Newfoundland. I 
added that the responsibilities of the air force 
on the Pacific coast had been increased by the 
outbreak of war with Japan. I stated that, 
in consequence of the increased responsibilities 
of the air force for territorial and coastal 
defence, some increase in the home war 
establishment of the Royal Canadian Air Force 
must be anticipated. While there are obvious 
reasons why precise details of the expansion
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of our air defences cannot be made pubKo, 
it can be said that this expansion will involve 
marked increases in the number of combat 
squadrons, for reconnaissance, anti-submarine, 
striking, and fighter operations.

Some indication of the scale of expansion 
of the home war establishment of the R.CA.F. 
is revealed by the rise in expenditures on air 
defences in Canada. These expenditures are 
exclusive of the cost of air training. The 
expenditures were:

In 1989-40 over $28,000,000.
In 1940-41 over $60,000,000.
In 1941-42 approximately $116,000,000.
The estimates for 1942-43 were originally 

fixed at $233,000,000. Events since December 7 
have led to a new survey, as a result of which 
this estimate has been raised to $316,000,000. 
Long range commitments have been made of 
an additional $120,000,000.

I might indicate some of the factors which 
have made this substantial increase possible. 
More aircraft are becoming available. 
Canadian production of combat aircraft is 
reaching its zenith. Orders placed some time 
ago in the United States are now being 
filled. It might be of interest for me to 
point out that by far the largest proportion 
of the aircraft will be provided by Canadian 
plants. The air crew and ground crew required 
for the expanded programme will be readily 
available. The British commonwealth air 
training plan is training pilots, observers and 
gunners in numbers sufficient to meet all our 
commitments to our partners in the plan, and, 
in addition, to provide fully for our home war 
establishment. Our requirements of ground 
crew are readily filled by voluntary recruit­
ment. The technical ground crew training 
facilities are easily able to meet the additional 
demands placed upon them.

The construction of air fields and other 
defences presents no difficulties. The experi­
ence acquired during the years 1940 and 1941, 
in the construction of home war establish­
ments, as well as air training schools and 
establishments, has made of the departments 
of transport, and munitions and supply highly 
efficient and highly expeditious construction 
agencies. Most of the essential developments 
connected with the basic defence of our coasts 
are either completed or in process of com­
pletion. The projects this year will provide 
mainly for defence in greater depth, ahd for 
the development of satellite and auxiliaiy 
aerodromes.

The last thought or desire of the government 
would be to lull the people of our country 
into any false sense of security. No matter 
how complete our defences may be, we can 
never be sure of preventing the enemy from 
attempting some form of attack. To defeat
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