Ottawa, 10th September, 1904,

I have tXe honour to eall your Qttontion to

* %

"¢ #erious condition of affairs brought about among the

:' sof 1

“ns of certain districts by the sale to them of
'miimitad gquantities of €esence peppermint bearing the
at "'u; Company.
The Depnrtmut has been informed that on the
venine of thn day the annuity payments weres nndu in July
indiane of Nepigon House many of them appeared
the influence of an intoxicant and that on make |

war laarned that they had been purchasing
quentities of the eesenéa from the Hudson's Bay
wnd drinking it as a beverage. The attention of
o in the stors was celled to the effect the essence
t7¢ Indians but no attempt wae apparently made
restrict 1te sanle.

The Government An;ly:t to whom the ctm m
submitted for analysis, states that it contains a
percentage of mleokol and that the effects of dr
mizture wonuid have u iwich more serious effect thlnﬁi;’w 5‘
rafnary irtoxicant.

The Department has learned from other llairta&.
man tha one mentioned that the sanme condition of lfhh'l
ex-qts whare this essence i3 sold, and it would be glad if
you will give this matter your attention, as it is eeurldoal
thet on making inquiries You will be convinced that the
sale of the essence to the Indians should be discontinued.
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Aipmen, vsqaﬂ Your obedien servant,

Ccmm.usicner
Hudson's Bay ¢ uml 'zb-*—.
Winnipez, Mans ‘
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