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Ia all my communications with Overseas and with
it was laid down that Waer Cowslttee had approved of the sontribution
88 squadrons for tie purpose of planning only and that no com:iitment
to be made,

3, At the meeting held in Quebeo City at the Citadel with
Mr. Chwrehill, Sir Charles Fortal, Alr Chief liarshal of the Royal Alr
Foree, spoke of 32 squadrons as Canada 's eontridution, but in a sud-
sequent memorendum handed to Air darshal Leckie, Chief of the Alr Staff,
R.CeAJFo, of which I have s copy, 10 continued to mention 58 squadrons in
addition to a eentribution in manpower of 25,000 grounderew teo serve

4. The C.A.S. explained to Sir Charles Portal that no such
esontribution of 26,000 men would be possible, and taat Canada did not

. propose to send air squadrons to South Sust Asia, but would take part
in action either in the North Pasific or in an attack on Japan itself,

5. Subsejuently a proposal was made by me on September 80th,
1944, to Cadbinet War Comuittee involving a eontribution to be sent
somewhere elee than in the South Pacific, or Australia, or South Zast
asia, of 32 squadrouns, Of these, seven squadrons would be employed in
Surope, and the remauining twenty-five in the war against Japan. The
manpover reguirements of this prograsmme total 38-33,000 inecluding pro-
vision for replacements (soue $,000) for ancillery units (some 4,000)
and spproximately 6,000 airfield coustruction personnel who might be
provided by the Army.

Capital equipnent required for tuese thirty-twe aguadrouns
would eost approximately $160,000,000. This figure might be reduced
by utilizing present equipment velued et approximately $90,000,000.
Annual maintenanee would be in the neighbvourhood of §331,000,000.

I am now prepared to amend this proposal.

Toue sontribution of 32 squadrons to be made up as originally
suggested plus 5000 grounderew reinforcements, leaving out the 6000 ar
field sonstruction unit and proposed 4000 ancillary units,

The total Canadian Alr contribution therefore would be 32
squadrons divided approximately as follows - 1/3 bember, 1/3 fighter
and 1/3 transport. A complaement of approximately 16,000 men plus
5000 to be used us reinforcements, 23,000 men in all, a reduction of
ten thoussand men from tue eriginal proposal. The finauncial outlay in-
volved will be decreased.

Apparently some objection hes been taken Lo the rate of demo-
bilizstion, whiech has been proposed. I am prepared to start demobilizae
tion of the M.C.A.F. personnel at approximately 10,000 men por month es
from Jeauury lst, 1945, instead of April lst, 1943,
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