by Trevor Burnett

Because of slavery and racism,
Africans have been denied a true
knowledge of themselves. This is
an omission that no other race has
suffered from as much as Afri-
cans.

Most Blacks have been made to
believe that all their foreparents
ever did was pick cotton as
useless “niggers” on a plantation,
“shucking,” “jiving,” saying “no
suh” and “yes suh” and never
contributing anything to the
advancement of civilization.

A Black person studying their
history is like someone believing
for a long time that both parents
were dead, then finding out they
are very much alive and produc-
tive. The knowledge is empower-
ing.
glf knowing Black history is
important for Africans it is also
important for Europeans. This is
not to say that we need their
stamp of approval — we should
already approve of ourselves, our
history and our culture. Neverthe-
less, we live in a racist society
dominated by white people.
Many whites are racist because
they have been mis-educated; if
they were given a proper view of
history and the contributions of
Black people, perhaps they would
be less racist in their attitudes.

How many people know that
Hannibal, who was one of the
greatest military minds of all time
and whose methods have been
used by countless armies through
the ages, was a Black man? Or
that ancient Egypt, often por-
trayed as a white civilization, was
in fact predominantly Black for
most of its 26 dynasties and
achieved great advances in
science, technology and architec-
ture (the majority of the great
pyramids and sculptures were
undertaken or built during the
years of the Black Pharaohs). By
the time the Greeks and Asians

got to Egypt it was already in
decline. Even king Tutankhamen
was Black.

Another famous African who
we have been taught was Euro-
pean was the wise slave Aesop.

It is not only things done in

ancient Africa that need to be
remembered. How many us know
that Rock music originated from
Negro Spirituals and Gospel
Music?

Black contributions to sport
should also be studied. Everybody
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knows about Joe Louis, but how
many people know of the great
men of the old Negro League in
Baseball?

Other famous Blacks include
Garrett Morgan, the inventor of
automatic traffic lights. Lewis
Latimer improved on Thomas
Edison’s light bulb. And Dr
Charles Drew was a pioneer of
blood plasma preservation, the
precursor to the blood bank. Drew
died in an automobile accident in
1950 — the irony was that his life
may have been saved if he had
received immediate medical
attention. However, white
hospitals wouldn’t allow him to
receive the blood transfusions
needed to save his life.

We could go on for a long time,
because this is only a partial list of
Black achievements that most
people don’t know about.

The point of the above illustra-
tions is not to romanticize
everything coming out of Africa,
or to be disrespectful to things
done by Europeans. All races have
made contributions, and most
Blacks are aware and appreciative
of the great contributions of
Europeans. However, it’s time

graphic * Derek Marshall |

Africans in history (What they
didn't teach you in history class)

Contributions to Medicine
“During the millennia Blacks in
Ancient Egypt made numerous
contributions to medicine and
were acknowledged as the in-
ventors of the art of medicine.

Contributions to Science

“Socrates (an African) in the

Phaidros, called the Egyptian
god Thoth the inventor of writ-
ing, astrology and astronomy.
Herodotus had a similarly h‘ig{
opinion of Egyptian science,
stating that Greeks learned ge-
ometry from the Egyptians.”

Dr. John Papperdemos, Profes-
sor of Physics, University of Hli-
nois : .
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Contributions to Astronomy
“The complex knowledge of the
Dogon of Mali about the Sirius
star system is ng shock-
waves around the scientific

~ world. The West African people
have not only plotted the orbits

of stars circling Sirius, but have
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that Europeans and others learned
about us.

It is important we take more of
an interest in our history. Too
many of us think that learning our
history is unimportant. Many
think that if it doesn’t make you
rich then it’s of no use.

The rulers of this society know
that if we knew our history, we
would be much more productive
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African Steel Making
‘“Researchers demonstrate evi-
denceofa prehistoriciron smelt-

" ing technology that produced

steel 15(')'0 to years before
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and self-sufficient. That’s why
much of this knowledge has been
hidden or brushed aside. But with
each passing year more discover-

ies are made that bring Black
people’s place in history to the
fore.

Brothers and sisters, the sooner

we get to know our own history
the better off we’ll be as a people.

1783
Airival of the black Loy alists from the United States. Many of
them establish communities in Nova Scotio.

Although the Loyalists are promised 100 acres of
farming land for suppor tingthe British in the American War
of Independence, black Loyalists receive varying amounts of
poor quality land, and in some cases none ot all

1791
Loyalists settle in Upper Canada i the Niagara and
Amherstburg areas. The British grant freedom 1o runoway
blacks +ho become Loyalists and at the same time allov
white Lovalists 1o bring other blacks as slaves

This policy leadk to many incidents since local
authorities have problems differentiatingthose who are free
and the e not 1 also creates soaal tension in the
black com een slaves and free people. (Of the
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