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A very tempting movie
by Amber-Leigh Golding

i
I The most talked about motion 

picture release in years, The Last 
Temptation of Christ, has finally 
opened in Halifax. Considering 
all the hype and hysteria that has 
surrounded this film over the last 

1 ' several months, it is extremely
* difficult to approach the film 

from a purely objective perspec­
tive. Overblown controversy 
aside, folks, try to remember that 
Last Temptation is just a movie 
after all. and an admittedly earn­
est but somewhat flawed one at 

/ that.
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At 3 pm those wild 

and always 
entertaining Swell 
Guys take the stage, 
while at 9 pm The 
Booze Brothers get 
down with some 
Chicago rhythm and 
blues! Friday,
March 3 - The 
Grawood is the place 
to be!

A
Pi! The entire production is delib­

erately low key, with costumes 
and sets that are authentic butwF 'N non-obtrusive, presumably to 

0 keep the focus firmly on Jesus 
' Christ Himself.

T he camera work is sombre 
and sparse — and all the more 
effective for it — prviding imag- 

L" ery consistent with the narrative’s 
j serious mood.

Special credit is due to Peter 
Gabriel’s striking music which 
somehow succeeds in being radi- 
c a 11 y c o n t e m p o r a r y a n d 

. appropriate.
' If Last Temptation has a liabil­

ity, it is most certainly Paul 
Schrader’s problematic script. 
Adapted from the ac claimed con­
demned novel by Nikos Kazan tza- 
kis, the dialogue too often falls 
flat. Doubtlessly, this is the rea­
son why the performers occasion­
ally appear ill at ease.

Christ’s characterization is 
awkward, from a dramatic as well 
as a theological standpoint. 
Unfocused, Jesus is either defiant 
or distant — sometimes both at 
the same time.

Though he doesn't quite man­
age to overcome the apparent dis­
crepancy in his role, Willem 
Dafoe’s performance is a fine 
accomplishment nonetheless. 
The portrayal is frequently mov­
ing, especially so when the actor 
suggests Christ's torment and 
intense sense of responsibility.

Also well worth noting is Bar­
bara Hershey’s performance as 
Mary Magdalene. Her work here 
reinforces her reputation as a 
gifted screen presence to keep 
your eyes on in the decade ahead.

Moralist claims against The 
Last Temptation of Christ as 
blasphemous celluloid are to a 
large extent, overstated. True, 
aspec ts of the biblical Christ are 
fictionalized, but clearly these 
innovations were inspired, at 
least in part, from the Bible itself.

Jesus is portrayed, prior to His 
later evangelical period, as a 
builder of crosses that the 
Romans used to crucify Jews 
with. This ironic plot device is 
more than slightly reminiscent of 
the Bible’s account of St. Paul, 
who was converted form a persec­
utor of Christians to a revered 
Christian in his own right. In the 
same way, the much criticized 
dream sequence whereupon the 
devil tempts Christ with the 
vision of what His life could have 
been, as He is dying on the cross, 
is a logical extension of the devil’s 
temptation of Christ which the 
Bible says took place when Christ 
was alone in the desert.

Claims by the opposition that 
the film is some sort of sleaze-fest
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vjSociety Night
| Monday 6

VIA’s Game of the 
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I Tuesday 7
Games Night
Wednesday 8
CKDU Club Nite - 
Broadcast Live!
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mThe sizzle of steak 
and the cool smooth 
taste of ale are 
priced specially for 
enjoyment every 
Friday between 
11:30 am - 3:00 pm. 
Only

OnI Thursday 9 “We always 
admire the other 
fellow more after 
we have tried 
his job.”

Success:1
Another night of great 
partying at the 
Grawood!
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$5.59
-William Feather

*****************
The NEW *Open 7 days a week 

7 pm - 3 am 
Sun • 4:30 pm - 3 am

Black & McDonald Limited
Canada's largest independent electrical & mechanical 
contracting organization

0)A *>
0^0* * St. John's • Goose Bay • Halifax • Montreal • Ottawa • Toronto • Hamilton 

London • Kitchener • Winnipeg • Edmonton • Calgary • Vancouver^ Brunswick St. Across from the Town Clock METRO'S HAPPENING SPOT^

This Week Every Wednesdey Night 
Molson Canadian Bandstand 
All night non-stop dancing

*March 2-5th Thurs-Sun 
Cdn. Top Recording Artist

^ LIBERTY SILVER
* RESTRICTED

MONDAY*

* *Next week 
The Blues 

Other Brothers
13 people on stage Don't Miss It

COMING SOON 

Welcome Back 

CROSSFIRE
-k-k

* *

* *

* *Every Thurs, Fri, Sat. 10-Midnight 
Early Bird Whistle at the Palace 

_______ CHECK IT OUT!_______
* -k I!is
* -k • _ Dalhousie 

Student 
Union

ra AMetro's Hottest Dancing Spot-k -k
-k ENTERTAINMENT HOTLINE * 

429-5959

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS COUPON -k

•1:Presented by "f TRAVE L CUTS 
£r là GoingYourWay!

March 6, 8 pm, Mclnnes Room, SUB
Admission: $3 with CFS Studentsaver Card $3.50 University Students 

$4 Faculty, Staff & Alumni

(CANADIAN

-k ■k

Valid only Sun - Wed. Student ID's upon request _k Continued onpiqcIS.
Dalhousie Gazette Thursday March 2 1989Page 12


