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TNOTICE that some of.the Conservative papers are accusing the
jProvincial Governments of "starving" the Opposition atý Ottawa.

That is, theykeep the big men in the provincial service when

they would othervvise journey ta the Federal Capital and do battle,
with the Dominion Ministers. The verdict on this charge will be

a "true bil"; but the offence is covered by time-honoured precedent.
Provincial goverinments of the same p.-rty colouir as the Federal

Opposition have always "starved" that organisation. WVheni Mowat

reigned in Toronto, he not only stayed out of the Doiniion field

biiiself; but hie kept out of it such sturdy fighters as Mr. C. F. Fraser

of Brockville, who could have made quite a dint ini Sir John's "solid

Ontario East," M\/r. A. S. Hlardy of Brantford and, Mr. G. WV. Ross of

Middlesex, whom hie actually kidnapped from Mr. Blake's slender
lines at Ottawa. "Uncle Thiomas" Greerway did the samne thing in

Manitoba. The Federal Liberals were strikinigly weak in the West

whule Greenway had himself, Martin and Sifton. Fielding and Blair

bath tarried in the provincial arenas until the Federal battie was won;

and Mercier was nieyer seen at Ottawa at ali.

S O it is 110 new crime of whichi the provincial parties are guilty.
"And t-hey may plead in defence that they caninot help themselves.

As a rule, the big men will go where there are big thinigs ta be done.

In the Provincial Government, there is actual work ta be accom-

plished; in the Federal Opposition, the-e is only criticism of work.

Han. Mr. Graham exhibited the same spirit when he left the leadership

of the Provincial Opposition of Ontario ta take a portfolio in the

Féderal Government. Sir John Macdonald was wont ta "starve" bhis

local parties in the same way. He
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along that Sir Wilfrid was thinking of rE-tiring, the storm of I)rotests
that would sing about the ears of the Premier wauld soon disstbade
him from his purpose.

O UR political life is so much a question of men that it is a wonder
both parties do flot take more pains te seek out promising young

chaps and train themn for public life. Thev seemn to accept their repre-
sentat'ives in the most haphazard fashion- Whatever the constituencies
choose to send them, they take and are thankful. That is flot'the
way that public life is recruited in the aid country. There, con-
stituencies are found for young men who promise to be of value to

the party. The.leaders think more of the effeet on the nation and
of the future than they do of satisfying the ambition of every. local
magnate whorm they meet. «Such a select:on as that of Mr. Mackenzie
King was on British uînes; but he was practically in a class by himself
at the last elections. Now I myselfknow several young fellaws,
attached to both parties, whoare excellent raw material for public
m ren, and w~hom the parties ouglit ta get into Parliament. ,They migbt
not set-the river on fire the first.sessioýn; but, with training, they wottld

become better leaders of public opinion and better workers in Parlia-
ment than most of the veterans who are to-day dozing in the "seats
of the mighty."? But these young men as a rule cannot get- con-
stituencies without help. They lack the local "pull." This is where
the party organisations should came in and secure themn seats. They
wouild be worth ten times more than "back benchers" ta begin with,
and might turni the tide of victory at some fnture election.
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