
Government Aid to Ra*lw-a
J/itb Special Reference to the British Columbia Situation

By JOHN V. BORNE

THE British Columbia general election throwsinto considerable relief the whole question
of Government assistance ta railway build-
ers and accentuates the difference between

the situation between the Rocky Mountains and the
situation between the Rocky Mountains and the
Pacîfic Coast.

Premier McBride is appealing to, the province
to endorse two agreemnents,-providing for the con-
struction of railways. The llrst guarantees the
bonds of the Canadian Northern Rail-
way at the rate Of $.35,000 per mile for
a uîne to, be built fromn the Yellowhead
Pass ta Vancouver, New Westminster
and the mouth of the Fraser River;
and for the construction of a Une from
Victoria ta Barkley Sound on the west
coast af Vancouver Island.

The second agreement is witb the
Kettle River Valley Railway and pro- r4
vides for the building of about 260
miles of railway, connecting Midway
in the Botindary district with Nicola.
This railway is to receive a subsidy of
$5,ooa ler mile; but whereas the Cana-
dian N4 orthern une is ta be exempt
from taxation for ten years, the Kettle
River Valley line is ta pay taxes. The
expectation is that the interest obliga-
tion af the province will practically,
by thîs method, bie reduced ta $9,ooo ct
per y car. .t

The election is really being fought -

on the Canadian Northern main lime M&p showing5
guarantees. The Victoria - Barkley Vancouver
Sound arrangement and the scheme
for the extension fromn Midway ta Nicola, while
tbey are important enough in their way, are, it

i s said, introiduced mainly because it is destrable
to give special local interest ta the election ini dis,-
tricts where many voters, reside.

L.ast winter the Legislatures of Saskatchewan
and Alberta guaranteed bonds for $1 3,000 per mile
for the construction af several hundreds of miles
af Canadian Nortbern railway in each province,
but it was donc so, quietly, so imucb as a matter ai
course, that little notice in the east was taken ai
the action ai cîther legislatture. The Britisb Column-
bia guarantees are much greater per mile, becauise
construction in the valleys of British Columbia, and
especially through the Thompson and Fraser can-
yons, is exceeding cestly.

The negotiations for the Canadian Northern
were carried on by Vice-l>resldent Mann, who bas
a unique reputatian as a constructor. Hie had a con-
siders.ble share in building the Canadian Pacifie
mounitain section, and has been thoroughly accus-
tomed to controlling railroad building in such heavy
pieces of country as the ruzged sections ef Maine
and the Superior-Rainy River watersbed, Mr.
Mann's estimnate of the cost of coxning down thec
Thompson and Fraser valîtys will not be criticlsed.

Neither is there an y question of the reasonable-
ness af the Canadian Northerns desire ta extend te
the Pacific coast. Its lines in the prairie provinces
are so extensive, and are guaranteed te become still
more extended, thiat the undertaking te reach the
Pacific bas got behind it an achieved record ai
steadily increasing earmings, which is qulte unique
amang pioneer railways-the receipts during the
last fical cear were over ten and a half miIllon
dollars. Criticism of the McBride-Mann arrange-.
ment bas attacked the nianner, rather than the sub-
stance oi tbe assistance promised ta the Canadian
Northern. The Opposition leader, Mr. Oliver, wbe
is showing a dmial ptitude for dealing witb the
public and for snaking the hest of bis case, admît.
the necessity for a provincial railway PÔllcy. But
bc says the McBride guiarantees tOO greatly jea-
pardise the province's-credit, and suggests that the
mnore excellent way for British Columbia is ta mnake
friends of the powers at Ottawa, and secuire a cash
subsîdy f ram the Dominion, as the cOunterpart ai a
cash subsidy by the Province, instead of the guar-
antees, wbîch, he would have the electors believe,
obligate the Province ta pay in perpetuity over
$S0ooo yearly in intereSt.

To the trtbful assertion that although the
Canadian Northerfl bas received guarantees froni
thec DominiOn and Provincial Goiverraments it bas
always earned more than its fixed charges, Mr.
Oliver replies that while that is trtie, it may not
always be tru.~ But as far as a fairly wide reading

of the British Columbia papers discloses, there is
not very much vim in the opposition ta, the McBride
railway policy. The two ministers who resigned,
avowedly because they could flot support their chief,
have not turned a loaded gun upon bis policy. The
antagonism of Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper is be-
lieved to have a double origin in bis individual
bostility ta Premier McBride, and in an affection
for the Canadian Pacific Railway.

For those not directly concerned in the election,

mrojected Unes of railway in B.C. flic C.I;.R wll rin from the Yeliow
anïdNew Westmuinster. The Kettie Valley Is projected f-o Midwayt

the situation[ is chiefly interesting because it marks
a stage in the. railway expansion ai Canada, bath
as a commercial enterp)rise and as a developinent
ai public policy. Mr. Mann undertalces ta begin
construction on tbe Yellowhead-Vancauiver linc-
the surveys ont 8o per cent. ai wbich have been
coinpleted-within tbree months after the passing
ai the Act irnplementing the provisional agreemient,
and to bave trains running ta tbe Pacifie caast
within four years. It mray reasonably bc boped that
by tbat time, the connection oi Port Artbur with
Sudbury and with Ottawa, which is required ta give
tbe prescrit Canadian Nortbern lines in the prairie
provinces their own access ta St. Lawrence tide-
water, will also be completed. The Canadian
Northern ambition ta become atranscontinental Ene
is witbin measurable distance ai being realised.

The attitude of British Columbia ta railway ex-
pansion would seeni ta indicate that tbe palicy ai
givlng financial assistance te railways has become
permanently embedded in aur body poltic-at least
as far as opening up comparativ ly unsettled terri-
tory lis cancerned. hbeettle River Valley uinder-
standing contemaplates a cash subsidy ta the railway
company apparently because the coînpany had pre-
viously abtained a similar promise elsewbere. There
is ne land grant ini tither case, exce-pting the right
ai way aver provincial lands with permission ta cut
the tumber required for actual construction.

To the objection that for 25o miles the Canadian
Northern will only bc across the river from the
Canadian Pacific, and ta tbat extent, therefare, will
open up ne new territory, it ia an effective answer
that the province is after a new transcontinental

is, that they were for branch lines only, w'
no earninig potentiality in connection witl
railway systems in more productive countr

Great railway building in British Colum
be conditional unoon the extent to whic]
secure for British Columbia markets be
own borders. The province whichi made
transcontinental railway the price of renia
the Federal Union bas developed far be3
present service. The real key to the situatic

fore, is in the prairie province
than in British Columbia itse
provincial elector bas, in a,
usual degree, a reason for cor
bimself a participant in the f
works of the provinces of
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and
in connection with the railwa
he hopes to, see extended into
territary. 'He is not pledging
alonte, but is attaching himself
other four great entities, for il
development as well as his oAi
is his'indubitable surety.

The Dominion Governm
neyer granted land to, the

~Northern Railway. The lan(
that company contrais coin
throuigb the purchase of char
originators aJ which could no
them. The Province of Mani-

<the first to assist what is
Canadian Northern. Its exan

~ followed by the Dominion
0 Niola, ment and by the Province of

in order to give the prairie c
second route ta the Great Lakes. I t bas si
emulated by the provinces of Saskatche,
Alberta in the construction of brancb lines
the Brandon-Regina and Saskaýtoon-Ca1ga
which are givinig to the southern prairie
new alternative fast routes from Winnipe
Racky Mouintains.

The Ontario Government last winter de
guarantee Canadiani Northern Ontario bc
offered two million acres of land ta secure
tioni from Sellwoad ta Port Arthur-a
which, in a region much Iess attractive te
than 'the easily cultivated land of the 1
understood to bce of littie or no assistance il
with the cold, bard money-changers of La

In Manitoba, Saskatchewan and AIb<
year the Canadian Northern bas been con
fourteen different branches ail under Demi
Provincial guarantees of bond interest. Thi
Columbia Government is following its nei
and, i f a prophecy mnay be hazarded, th~e 1
power of M r. McBride will go far towardi
this niethod of promoting the commercial e
of Canada a permanent institution.

Edward the Seventh, ConiA Tacountry bouse sorte years al
Edward was led, in bis good n,
comply witb a friend's request for
fessions." To the question, verbal

of "If not yoturself who wouild you be ?"
laughingly replied, "Why not my nephew,
man Emperor ?" A year or two later, how
King bad changed his mind, and declared tl
ai, there was no lii e comparable witb ti


