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ranks, and many a Britishi soldier lies in a forgotten
grave to-day because of the treachery and treason
et Belgian officers. Lu fact, it is common knowl-
edge that thia long-delayed coming of the British to
Antwerp was caused by the trickery and intrigue*o!
a Belgian officer lu the besieged city. In the retreat
!rom Autwerp, a retreat which in every sense was
carried out iu masterly style, so much s0 that the
Germans found nothing in the captured city, troops,
provisions, ammunition aud aIl ûaving ibeen safely
moved elsewhere, tbere vas an incident which
dlaims attention.

Crossing theé river, It was necessary to coustrurt
a pontoon bridge. This vas mined for the es.pecïal
benelit o! the German pursuer. It held about 250
men ut one time, and wbile it vas ioaded dovu with
Britishi marines an efficor, iu turniug, saw to his
consternation thut a Belgian officer was about to
blow the bridge up. A flash, and the Belgian fell
wlth the British sword thrust almost through him,
aud the ]3elgians choered the promptuoss of the
Britishi offleer. On more occasions than one the,
Bolgian officers rau away and left the Britishi ta
their fate.

Even King Albert himself was aimost hunded over
into the bands of the Germans, the Judas Iscariot
ln this case beiug his chauffeur. Every mornini, it
vas Mis Majesty's plan to take a spin lu bis car
and to vlsit tho outlyiug parts o! the defence vanks.
Ou this particular moruiug, lie notlced somothing
suspicious in the couduct of bis chauffeur. At'one
point lie ordered hlm to stop, but lie drove madly
ou until, vîfli the King's pistol polnted at bis head,
lie did bring the machine to a stop. Thereupon the
King took the whool, after handiug the chauffeur
ovor to Belgisn guardsmen. One liundred metres
away tie Germans opeuod fire, ýbut they dîd no
da.mage. In the cliauffeur's pocket vore !ound
sevenal thousands o! francs lu money, tegether wlth
Geriuan choques for upvards of oe million francq.
lBe coufessed thut lie had -planuod ta doliver the
King luto the bauds of the enemy, lu considoration
of tbis bribe, aud lie noanly succeeded. Ble vas
lmmediately executod.

Antwerp Dellberately SôId.

And, taken ail in ail, It vouid be wrong to say
that Antwerp vas tuken., Antwerp was deliberately
sold, sud indisputable evIdenco nov te liand proves
that corrupt Beiglan officora were more dangero <us
thun German guns. In one case it vas found that
a higli Belgian officer vas actually a Germau. The
whole net-work of fortifications vas motli-eaten
with spies and traiters. Every German officer bo-
fore die fortresses held complete plans of the for-
tifleationa, intornally aud externally. Nover a ehot
vsas wastod, for from, windmills sud housetopts
signalmen betrayed, the position o! the Belgian
forces and Incidentaily furuished the range.
Treacliery withIn and a paverful euemy vithout-
that la 'what the defendors of Antwerp -faced, and,
lu liglit of it al, It le a miracle that the entire army.
vith ail their supplies, as vell as ail the provisions
lau the beleagulred city, escaped the lands o! the
luvaders.

lu ail fairness te the truth, let It be muid tiat thus
sme Bystora c! treacliery was enceuraged by the
Belgian Goverument befare tlie war-this Gavera-
ment whici catered more te religion than te tie
weal aud welfare of the Belgisu people. They re-
!used a systera or adoquate national defenco. Tioy
refused the construction of a lhue o! forts at Liege
and Namur that German guns would neyer destroy.
They turued a des! ear to the appeal o! Vie Liberais
sud Vhe people lu general te erganize a system, o!
national dofeace which vould lave given Beliuin a

flghtiug force at leest twIce as stroag as that whlcli
took the fild at the outset o! the war. Tiey ne-

glected the equlpmneut of! the field forces, so ranch
se that the arganlzatioi of! volunteer corps involved
the appeal to Euglaud for a.dequate equlpment. la

every way this Gaveruient lias played inte the

hands of Germaus, and it la even claimed iu hlghly-
iuformed celrcles that Germnany lad been guarauteed
a free passage threugh the country lu Vhe eveut
e! a var ou France. This vas borne out by the

etaterrent o! German officora and men after Liege,
when they told me thait, befare Leaving Germauy,
tliey liad been glven to understand that thero would
be ne resistauce lu Bolgium. But, happiLy for Bel-
ginra, there still remained lu the service a mn of

the herole type ef Geniersi Leman, Liberal though

lie vas. Be 1V vas via saved France sud al]

Europe-lie snd hlm gailaut meu at Liege.

German Spies Everywhere.

1 cauld quote incident after Incident o!f an authori
taive character Vo support the charge against thE

Beéian Govorument, but that la not uecessary. .&sli

any Belgian who kne'ws political conditions lu hm~

evu land; net ouly wiii lie support everythlflg
have said, but lie wilI go further. Be 'wil tell yoi
that tireugli the negiLgence e! the Goverunent thi

<vhole systemi o! Vhe army vas aillo-o- Vo beomi

the prey o! Germali espionage plans, sud Vhi ac

ceunts for Vhe large number of traitoretis effîpers.
In~ the rasantimo, GerIuauy cries Vo the heaven

te support ber dlaim tht Englanld vas the aggreý
ser, that she neyer vie ated Vhe nutraity e! B&

glum, that this was firt compl5ihed by th

Freh, tha~t se ba 4n paliers whicli suppez
the truth of lier chare, that the vandalismc an

massaicre dn Belgfium vas not the worc of Germa

soldiery, and thiI and tat; but the woend las a fei
thotiglts upon whicb te pouder.

At Aix la Chappelle an excited womau, whio
claimed that she was Englîsh, told me in a burst of
passion that Eng'land had made the var and that
poor, oppressed Germany was fighting only for the
maintenance of bier freedom and her rights. This
is a type o! the palaver you meet with lu ail parts
of Germany. Lt is gradually flniding dts way acros
the Atlantic in the hope of strangling public opinion
In America.

They teli you that England le the worst of the
worst, tibat elle made the war out of sheer jealousy
of Germany's expanddng trade. In short, the whole
force o! German abuse is directed against the head
of England.

But it would be weil for Americans to bear one or
two things lu mind. Germany had long sînce plan-
ned on the violation of Belgian neutrality. Before
Autwerp, Namur and Mauberge were found the ai-
ready-constructed foundations for bier big guns, a
work that ordinarily requîres six weeks. These
rather innocent-looking structures were concealed
under cover of daintily-arranged villas, for the most
part occupied by Geriman aristocracy, or lu tbe
celiars of Belgian peasants. The removal of the
superstructure, and there was the concrete base.
for the big siege guns Tien, too, German troops
had penetrated into Belgian territory before tihe ul-'
timattum was served upen the Belgisu Goverument.
That network of strategic railways wshicli flanks the

borderland between Germauy aud Belgium le prima
facle evidence o! a pre-couceived plan. There are
other evideuces to conftrm the tact that Germany
deliberately violated' Belgian neutrality, and the
effort to shake'off the stigma o! the crime only
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Bismarck's, Humour
P RINOE BISMARCK, who le credited w1th !ifve

iug the gospel o! '"blood aud iron," had a de
dry senls of humour whichl I sadýly lacking

Germauy at the Pressent day. The numerous epist
lu bis Recollections to ambassadýors and generals 1
full of caustic comment on affaire ln Elurope gel)
ally, and Germany ln particular. In one of bis mil
long letters to his friend, Gen. Von Gerlach, the Il
Chancellor makes an almost Yankee observt
about the German people.

.Wbere on earth," said he, "dld wýe get our repu
tion for ret4ing modesity? Heaven knows there
flot one of us In office to-day wbo does, fot thiuk
knows a littie of everything, from prosecutiflg
great var to picking fleas off a dog.»
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