
lu CANAIYIAN COURIER

WHAT CANADALIAS- DONE
These compact countries fought great wars with

noyer a~ ateam engine to help themn. It was possible
for them ta collect sud distribute mon and materials
ou the common highway. There le flot to-day a single
connecting road across Canada.

The Canadian railways, wheu war began, had what
seemed a trifling problem on baud: the moving of a
moere twenty thousand troops ta and fromn varions
training camps preparatory to embarkatlon. A sup-
plementary movement of inaterials was involved also

-but there was no atrain upan aur raiiway capacity.
Then, one day, a section foreman dlscovered scat-

tered alang bis section of track a number a! long

stcel affaire tbat ioaked like car axies. These were

blllets-part o! the firet to arrive iu Canada froni
Ainerican milîs, and tbey had spilled from the trapa
cf a hopper-bottom car! The munition trade badl
coinmenced!

Sînce thon tbe volume of railroad traffic lu Canada
has sweiled day by day to enormaus proportions.
Instead a! 20,000 troops to be handled and re-bandled
Canadian roads bave dealt wltb aimost baîf a mil-
-lion. lnstead of a triling movement of munitions-a
colossal one! Instead of normal cropa-extra cropa
due to the "Patrlotiem and Production" campalgu.

And thia augmented traffio bas had to move faster
and more regularly thau ever before lest the Admir-
alty convoya be beld up. General superintendents in
charge of some of the "key" divisions ai tbe big
roads have bad to work from 12 ta 20 haours a day to
keep roadbed, rolling stock and crews up to top-
mark.

Tii, qualhty ai fuel, and the supply of labor fell
away off, Sncb seeming commoupiacea as dies,
gravel and track labor became scarce sud expensive.
The smooth road-bed essential ta speed waa wlth
dlfficulty malntained. Rails that should be renewed
bad to do extra long service because ail steel was,
requisltionled for munitions.

Thoen came two extra severe winters and the col-
lapse of the rafiroad systemas iu the country to the
south. Wlth that coilase 22,000 Canadian cars. over
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the exception, afi Prince Edward Island.
Upwards of, 56,000,000 sboeis have been produced;

60,000,000 copper banda; 45,000,000, cartrldge, cases;
28,000,000 fuses; 70,00,000.ibs. af pawder; 50,000,000
lbs. of higb explosives; 90 ships built, or under, con-
struction, aggregatlng 375,000 tans; 2,700 aeroplanos
bave been producod.

The Board constructed and equipped, and norw
oporates sevea national plants, upon wbicb tbey ex-
pended a sumn exceedlng $15,000,000; the cost of more
than balf of wbicb bas been amortlzed in the opera-
tion of the plants.

Sunbeam- aeroplane engines, for figbting planes at
tbe front, are being 'produced.

The Board acta as pfirchaaing agent in Canada for
tbe Admiralty, the Timber Contrailer, the'Depart-
ment af Aerouautics, the War Office, and the Minis-
try of ShippIng.'

The Board la acting as agent for the United States
Ordnance Department iu arranging for contracta and
aupervising their completion for munitions and sup-
plies. wbicb the Ordnance Department desîres to
secure lu Canada.

The work of the Board le divided ito a aeries of
departments. Business men bave heen asked ta takie
charge ai tbese ctepartments, of wiiich they are cnlled
"directors." These departuients number about
twenty, and tbe directors carry on thoir duties in
Ottawa, in Toronto, ixkancouver, in Victoria, In
Wasbington, D.C., and î Landau, Eng.

The Purcbasing and Steel Department buy ail the
materials entering into munitions; arrange for the
forglng of steel, and distributea tbe forginga and coin-
ponenta to the macbining plants sltuated ln the vari-
ons Provinces between tbe Atlantic and tbe Paciflc.

Tbe Sbipbuilding Department purchases and super-
vises the construction of engines and boliers for the
wooden ahîps, purchasea the timber and supplies for
thie huila, and bas an operating section wbich. la in-
staliing the englues, bolers and equlpment lu thea.
boats. Tbe department arranges tbe contracta for
the steel boats under construction.

The Explosives Department operates the national
plants produeing nitrocellulose and cordite powders,
and trinitrotoluol, with tbe necessary acid plants;
snd operates the plants producing acetone and
methyl-etbylketone.

The Forging Department operates the national
plant, British Forginga, in whlcb steel turninga are
melted in electrlc furuaces, and subsequently the
steel la forged inito.6 inch forginga.

The Aeronautic Department operates the plant
produclng aeropiau.s, aud under a constructive sec-
tion builds ail aerodromes, machine shopa, barracks
and. afilers' quartera at the varions camps, as wel
as purchasea ail supplies and equipment for the Royal
Flying Corps.

The Timber Section, producing aeroplane epruce
and fir, conducts logging operations In British Colum-
bia, and operates tuga for the delivery of the loge
ta tiie mills wiic eut themn for account a! the. Board

Board haâa only been pffsibl through the co-oipen
thou and serions service of a large body of men an

>womeul wbo have f eit a pride and satisfaction i
Identification with the work. The major portion c
the senior men have been taken fromn p .rominer
Positions ini business and professional 11f eand hav
served without remuneration.

Manufacturera ha 've sbown resaurce, capacity an
courage in a field in wblch tbey bad, bad fia previou
experience. Workmen and workwomen have beconi
expert ln operations requirlng fIdelity and accurat
warking to fine dimensions,,for which tbeir prevlau
occupations, had not fitted tbemn. The pro ficieno
Whicb bas been establiahed reflects the intelligenc
and adaptabllity of Canadian workmen.

Iu the report Iasued by the War' Cabinet for thi
year 1917, thon~ appeare the followlng:

"Canada's contribution during the last year ha
bisen very striking., Fiteen per c ent of thé total e3
penditure of the Minlatry of Munitions lu tbe last si
mantbs of the year was incurred lu tbat country. Sb
bas manufactured nearly every type o! sheltrfromth
18 pounder to the. 9.2. In the case of the 18 pounde
no leas than 55 per cent a! the. output o! shrapne

>shells ln the last siximanthe came from Canada, an,1
mast of these were comploe rounds of ammunitiol
which went direct ta France. Canada also couti
buted 42 per cent of the total 4.5 sheila; 27 per cen
of the 6 inch shelis; 20 per cent of the 60 pounde
H. E. shelîs; 15 per cent of the 8 inch and 16 per con
a! the 9.2 Inch. In addition, Canada bas suppliei
sheil forgings, axumunition components, propellantE
acetane, T. N. T., aluminum, nickel, nickel niattE
aeroplaue parts, agricultural macinery and tlznbez
bouides quantities of railway materials, lncludlng i
less than 450 miles of rails tarn up from Canadial
railways which were ahlpped direct ta Franue."

It may intereet you ta know that the productiol
o! 6 inch sheila lu Canada now represents somewiia
more tban 40 per cent of tbe total production of tb3ý
sheli roquired to serve the guns at the front. The 5!
per cent shrrapnel referred to In the War Cabinet"
repart covers the type of shell so freely used in tho
barrages which are. employed for the protection a~
troope advanclng ta attack, or for the defeat of! ti
enemy wben maklug an attack.

At tbe time of the greateat activity, 35,000 woracz
were employed in the varions plants produelil
munitions.

Our Front-Line
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