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Winnipeg, November, A913.

The Race wýth a Staimpede
By Max. McD.

IT WA S dark and no mistake. The
round-up was on the foot-bis of
the Camadian Reekies and the prair-

ie as far east asý Stand Off and Siide Out
had been thorougbly ridden and the
beef gathered.- We were holdin~g a big
herd of steers for a week, getting ready
to, sbip at Peigan Siding, and it was
a. lazy enough life except the night
worn We were camped at Long Bottom
on the Kootenay where there was plenty1
of grass to graze the bunch in the day-
timne and water where two thousand
head couid drink at once and neyer one
bog or give any trouble. Two men on
"day berd"' at a time couid handie them
easily enough, and as there were nine.
of us; or enough for three guard i of
thre men eacb, we didn't bave anything
much to -complain of.

Oid Morton was on the "chiuck wag-
on," and, as tbe Cochrane. Ranch Com-
Pany was putting up the "grub stake,"
there was nothing lacking in stuif to
eat. Morton buiît pies and puddings
that were neyer excelled anywhere, and

lte boys -to be careful, andi if it rained
and the herd drifted to try and keep
t"e pointed toward the bottom if pos
sible for fear of seme of them beating
back te the Stand Off range and lesing
them.

As we rode back to camp we both
agreed that the very firat clap of thun-
der near at hand wouid send the whole
herd, ilying, and that if it rained, it
woâd, be very hard to hold tbem. He
toid ail bands, not to picket their night
horses, but to.tie them up to the «chuck
wagon" ail ready for instant use.

Perhaps I should explain a littie about
this bus iness, so that my readers may
understand what a "bed ground"' is, and
bow the boys stand guard.

At sunset the day herders work the
herd up toward camp slowiy, and as
the leaders feed along to about three
or four yards from camp, one of the

bys rides out in front and stops them
until the whoie bierd gradually draws
together in a compact body. If they
have been.weil grazed and watered that
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oceSsionaiiy lie'& have a pium duf for
supper that simpiy exhausted the cul-
inary art.

The steers were nud fat as tihe boys
say, and ivere easiiy satisfied witit grass
and water long before tirne for bedding
down. Most every niglit they wouid
take a littie run, and it usualiy took ail
lîands an hour or se to get themt back
te the lied ground and quieted down,
whicii didnt't tend to make us anv better
natured whcn the cook yelled: "Rol
ont! Roll ott!" at, four o'clock, every
morming.

It was the icnonth of October and the
weather bad been fine ever sine we
started in, but titis norning it eiouded
over and ini tbe e toward sunset,
great black ciouds crept down the peaks
of the Rockies, cad overliead littie de-
tached, patches itad gente scudding across
the sky, aithough below on the prairie
flot a breatit of air '«as stirring. Tht
roar of thundfer seenied to be tearin)i
the forest front its native moots, and
occasionaily a fiante of liglitning would
dart do'«n the niountain side througrh
the rapidiy darkeing sky. L

At eiglit 0ole. '«hen the first nighit-
lierd '«eut onit to take the biinch for tlie
Cirst three lîours' watchi, it m-as alno-.t
biacek dark. "Alka1i Pete," the boss of
the oittfit, camte ont with them ami
asked us liow the cattie acted, and told

day tbey wiii soon begin te lie down,
and in an heur probabiy nine-tenths of
them '«iii be quietiy iying and cliewing
their cnds. Ail titis time the cow-boys
are slowviy riding around tliem, eaech
man riding alone, and in opposite direc-
tions, se tîtat tiîey meet twice in ecd
circuit. If any adventurous steer siteuld
attempt to graze off, lie is sure te bee
seen and driven back into the herd.

The place '«here the cattie are heid
at night is called the lied grounid," and
it is the dutv of tite day herderg, wlto
bave cared for tihem ail day, te have
thernd oitt the lied ground and bedded
down before dark, '«lien the first guard
coûmes ont and takes them off their
liands.

Weil, as I said ait the beginning, it '«as
dttrk, and aititeugh it '«as net railiflg
when thev ieft camp, t' e boys had Put

-Ûfl tlîeir ,Iiekers, or eii-skincoats, '«el
koigthat titey '«ouid biave ne timn

te do it whIen tite ramn began te fail.
The three tuen on first guard Nvcre

typicai Texas bovs, raised in the saddle.
iî'sentsible te itardship and exposure, anid
tiie lardie-t and n< 4 reckiess riders in
thte ot fit. One of tliem named '$,itortv"
i ohier, mw a a great sing-er, antd usit-ilIyý
ýa1g ail the tinte lie '«as a 1 guard. lt'S

a ysapoil thing, especialy on a
dark iglit, for sonehiôw it seenis te
a---xtre and quiet cattie te heur the 111-
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