
CONVEYANCE 0F MAILS (NORTEUAMERICA).

voyagesat a speed not imucli inferior to Mr. Cunard's (although the Company,
having hadi no subsidy fron Government,,have been subjectto, no- penaltiesfor

delay), lately offered, on the discontinuance of the Collins' stéamers, to carry our
mails to:and from New York for the-amount of postage, by which vas understood
the.amount of sea-postage.

As no officia information bad been received from the United States of, the
withdrawal of;their packets, or of their general.intentions;on the subject, it was
not at that time:th1ought courteous towardsthe United States Post-office,to accept
this oRier; but since then, the United States Post-office has itself, on several occa-
sions, sent mails (wlich it claims to be considered packet-mails) by this Com-

pany's -vessels; and it is probable that the payment to the Company is even less,
indeed much less, than the whole sea-postage.

If I am right in this conjecture, and the course adopted by the United States
Post-office should continue, the United States will have at least a large portion
of their sea-service performed at a much less cost than ourselves; since, at the

present rate of payment, Mr. Cunard's service, instead of yielding to us a profit,
is attended with an annual loss to the British Government of about 53,0001.

I an4y contract which may be entered into with Mr. Cunard, it would, of
courTse, be-necessary to-guard against the Postmaster General being debarred fromn
sending letters,.newspapers, &c., by other ships than his, or (with te, consent of

your Lordships) from altering theates of postage.
In order to, prevent contention, moreover, the decision as to what part of the

Postage ought fairly to be regarded as sea-postage, should, be left-to.the Post-
inaster General; although, for Mr. Cunard's security, should lie desire it, there
would be objection to stipulating, that in the two Oreat classes of letters, viz.
those which.pass direct between this country and the United States, or between
thiscountry aid British North America, two-thirds of the wihole postage should,
as at present, be considered as sea-postage.

With respect to the safe custody of the mails, I am, after full consideration,
satisfiedthat the present provision in Mr. Cunard's contract, that the commander
of every vessel shall take due care of any of Her Majesty's mails which may be
entrusted to him, is sufficient. Under this provision, the mails have for some
yeas been placed in the sole charge of the captains of Mr. Cunard's packets, and
the result has'been very satisfactory.

As tle provision forms part of. the contract, its habituail or gross neglect would
be-a breach oficovenant, endangering the continuance of the whole contract.

.Asthe present contract directs, that accommodation shall be provided in ie'

packets for "Ban oficer in Her Majesty's Navy, or any otherperson to bie appointed
by the said Commissioners, and also a servant ,of the said officer, or other person
as aforesaid, if required," it seems searcely necessary to make any arrangement
for the rersonal accommodation and board of the Post-office clerk and sorter who
vould probably be sent in lieu of the naval officer and servant; although, to pre-

vent misconception, it may be vell Io insert a few words with, express reference to
this object. -

In additioi a small room for sortingt the mails will be ncècessary; and I would

suggest thattit bestipulated that, vhen required, such room shall be provided- to.
the satisfaction of the Postmaster General; the fittings, ,however, to be furnished.
at the cost of the departmnent.

It 1 would,- Ithink, be convenient, if the two existing contracts with, Messrs. Cu-

nard, Burns; and McIver, for tie service in question, were to merge into the

new contract, so as to have only one document,; but it should, at all events, be

provided.that I should.havetbe power speedily to introduce the sortig of letters
oneboard Mr. Cunard's packets.

When the draft-contract.with Messrs. Cunard, Burns, and McIver, has.been

prepared, I request that I may have an opportunity.of examining it.-
I have, &c.

(signed), Colc/f.eer.

S. Cunard; Esq., to the Secretary to the Treasury.

SSir e e-~Bush Hill,;Ednionon, dl June 1848.

IN che Treasury letter to theAdmiraltoltle subjeet ofý-theý extension o!my,
Àthintig oodtfacty rere ceistmadeto a munictionfrom the Pos fle~-ce


