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To the Hcnorable the Knights, Citizens and Burgesses of Lowcr Canada in
Parliament assembled.

The Petition of James Kerr, Judlge of the Court of King's Bench, and of
the Court ofVice-Admirattv. for the Province of Lower Canada,

Rcpectfully she wcth,

That in the early part of the Session ofl18S-9, a coimiplaint was preferred to
vour Honorable House against the Petitioner, by Bartholomew Conrad Augustus
Guzv, Estquirc, a practising Attorney ofthe Court of King's Bench, and till some
months before the tine of preferring the complaint, a p'ectising Proctor of the
Court of Vice-Admiraltv ; which complaint bas given rise to an investigation, as
weil into the ofiicial conduct of the Petitioner, as in his whole lifè and demeanor.

That the complaint resolves itsclf into no less than fiftg one hcads of accusa-
tion, wherein the Petitioner, amongst other thiLîgs, is charged with having
rendered erroneous judgment ; of being ignorant of Canadian Laws, usages and
customns; of severity and rudeness to the accuser ; of mistaking a religious order
called " Congregationists" for Roman Catholic Methodists; of bein- embarrased
in lus circumstances; of having been the cause that the accuser vas fined £25
for a contempt in the face of the Court of King's Bench ; ofbeing one of the
.Judgces when the accuser vas ordered to pay the costs of a contemptuous and
frivolous plea ; of«being inferior to the other Judges in capacity ; of turning the
accuser our of the Judges' Chamber ; of having decided a cause in which the
accuser's relative was a party without a hearing ; cflooking at his watch when
cases were argued.; of severeiy reprinanding the accuser for looking at the Peti-
tioner through an eye glass whilst on the 3ench ; of not perforniing half so mnuch
duty astle otler Judges, by which a vast number of causes, in the Inferior Court,
werc in arrear , of suspcnding the accuser from bis functions as a Proctor
of the Court of Vice Admiralty.-Thesc are a few of the charges which
were gravely preferred against the Petitioner-But, in order to exhibit the
temper and spirit witlh which these accusations have been got up, and the
chaiacter of the public accuser, as drawn by himself, the Petitioner begs
icave to call the attentiou (f your Honorable Hlouse to the a*cuser's having
admitted, that ie was tlree several ties, illegally, as he states, convicted
of contcmpis, to one other head of accusation contained in this catalogue of
delinquencies:--The accuser is plcased to charge the Petitioner with having
encouragefd pauper suits in the Court of Vice Admiralty, in order to put
money into his own pocket, and in the same breath the accuser adds, that
"he speculatei on the cupidity of the.Judge," or iii other words, that lie
endeavored to corrupt the Petitioner with the view of private lucre to
himsclf. It i:s very fiar f.rom the Petitioner's intention to enter into a de-
fence of ail, or any of the charges, which have been urged against him with
so inucli rancour and perseverance: This, indeed, would be quite prema-
ture. H'e is only desirous of exhiting to your Honorable House "itie forn
rnd pressure" of these accusations, that your Honorable House rnay be en-
abled to fbrm an opinion. whether they have been preferred from private
or. public motives, and ihat you may view theni with those mingled emo-
tions w1hich naturaP.y arise in upwright and generous minds, from bserving
complaints of so unusual a kind, urged witlh so great vehemence and repetition
against a Judicial functionary. The Petitionermay respectfully state, that during
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