o or other secular | purposes. 2 : L
That your petitioners regard with horror & pnbh enactmerit which ‘aim at the, abohtlon c

X of all grants and endowments for religious instruction in the province, and-by: the:conter: . =

- plated spollatlon of the Church of Enoland of.the residue of her property herein, the direct

CLERGY RESERVES AN CANADAW R 3

‘ FORM OF PETITION o o
"To the' Q,ueen 8 most Exellent Majesty. e

Mn IT PLEASE Yoon MAJESTY,— ' e
WE, Your Majesty’s most dutlful 'md on'tl sub]ects, the clergy and lalty of the
Umted Church of Enol'md 'md Ireland m the oncese of Toronto and Provmce of Canada,

- most liumbly represent :-

* That in the year 1791 HIS hte ‘VI'x_]esty Kmtr Gcorfre the. Thnd of blessed memory,
. caused the. appropriation to'be made within the - province aforesaid of the lands called the
Clemy Reserves, for the support and maintenance of a Protestant Clergy :

{That in the year 1823 the.question was first raised whether. these, lands ertamed exclu- :
.~ sive to the Church of: Lnrrland or whether other denommatlons termed rotestant were

meant to be included in the provmons of the Aét making that 'tppropmatlon o

That the discussion of this question led to' much agltatlon and strife in this provmce, but :
that it was at lerigth finally settled by an"Act passed the 3d and 4thyears of Your:Maj jesty's .

- reign, ‘whereby: two-thirds of the proceeds of the lands then sold; and two-thirds of one—half
of the lands still unsold, were allotted to the. Church of - Dnvland in this diocese. ;. ‘
That this enactment, made in ‘the year 1840, was. umverselly regarded throucrhout he

' province as a definitive arrangement of this lcng—atutated question, and that your petxtloners, ‘

. though believing those lands to have been mtended exclus1vely for the Church ot‘ England
qmetly acqulesced in that division. |

That from the passing of that’ Act up to the close of the year 1849 no- dlscontent w1th "

the arrangement thus Settled was, -expressed in -any quarter, and that up to the present
moment there has been no agitation or feeling in the province on that account.

That your ‘petitioners, w1th ‘much surpnse and 1nd1gnatlon, have observed that, durmg the

present session of the. Provmelal Parliament, a series of resolutions, and an Address to Your

Ma_]esty framed uporn these resolutions; has bieen passed; td the effect that this - property for

- the support-of religion should be. ahenated from that. holyobJect, and applied to educatlonal

 and reckless v1olatmn of the ﬁuth ple(l"ed to her inthe Act of the 3d and ‘4th years of Your o

M'gesty 8 reign. : ‘

That your pet1t10ners womd regard the success of such an attempt as'a natlonal 81 ) of xthe S
deepest dye and a grievous moml (legraclatxon, as ) ellasa heavyblow to the mﬂuence and :

3 spread of -true: relmon in'the province.

That where. relmon is made to be ‘wholly dependent\upon thi vo]untary contnbutlons of -
the people it may be supported with_tolerable’ respectability in towns and villages ‘of any‘

conmdemble siz¢ ; but that in the rural dxstrxcts, where the population is’ compa.ratlvely poor,
- the meane of ensuring stated instruction in the, truths of :the Geospel will not, in many ‘cases,

exist. This is evxdent from what is presented in the nelghhourmo- Uriited States of America,

“where in large tracts of | country there exists no provision for the maintenance.of a clergy,
*, and where, consequently, the ministrations of religion, if at all, are only ‘océasionally afforded.

- The éffect of this is, the growth' and spreacl of an infinite variety of sects, ind the inflience
‘f - of ‘many. “which propagate. tenets in;di‘ect’ contravention of ‘the truth and purity of Chrisw
IESER tlamty. In'; manymstances, as the. result of leavmg rehglon to the partialities‘and caprices of

© ‘an uninstructed people, we find in that, country. churches and chapels‘erected by Unitarians,
and even. Umversahsts, who (leny the existence of future, pumshments, amondst ‘the’ most

costly and best supported of all the edifices dedicated to religious worship.” "=~ :
Your petitioners would further’ ‘represent, that the sanctlon by Your ] \laJest

' of ‘the, godless,character just, passed by our : Legislative Assembly would ‘have, the inevi-"
“table effect ‘of ‘speedily alienating from Your Majesty’s throne’ and royal | house the oyal .

“attachment of a larze number of Your, Majesty’s most. faithful and 'dévoted” sub_]e: ‘
.experience has proved, and. especlally ‘thle history of ‘the Rebellion” ‘
- members of the Church of' England, from the principles engrafted in ‘her’ pohty
“and " mpressed from, elnldhoo‘ _upon her members,ﬁwere'eve oremost in defence
- Majesty’s throne., . "' : :
.-+, Your petitioners would also represent, with much, g
embe'

-of the”

,,,,

.- provinge, ;,’tnd
‘estrzn N for qhen

esiastical property held’ th .Ro
: theyChurchfg.; of: England ; and’; of
onﬁ ated for public and,’sec

by &

' Ch” ch

L Your- ‘petitione therefore‘ihumbly pray th
- any measure : for, alienating -the property, of the Church.o
» acred: urposes’for w which i

England in this, diocese;

ER

property of .the’ Church of, England,,should that ahenatwn be'deterxmne p'on,ﬁ e
_: “will ha.ve the effect of - re-openmo- ‘and’ éxasperating’ reh«non division, 4nd ‘animosity in this -~
-of creatmn' at.no, distant; period,a movement, which i it will “be “posmble for

at Your Majesty: will refuse Your sanction to |
n(l

of the Romish" communion in the Legislative’ Assembly votmg .th nation LT
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