
CLERGY RESERVES IN CANADA

FORM or PETITION. -

To the Queen's most Exeilent Majesty.
MAY T PLEAE YOuR MAJESTY,-

WF, Your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the clergy and laity of the
United Church of England and Ireland in the Diocese of Toronto and Province of Canada,
miost immbly represent:'

That in the year 1791, His late Majesty King George the Third, of blessed memory,
caused the appropriation to b :Imade withii the province aforesaid of the lands called the
Clergy Reserves, for the support and maintenance of a Protestant Clergy:

That in the year 1823 the question was first raised whetherthese lands pertained exclu-
sive to the Church of England, or whether other denominationsermed Protestant were
meant to be inclided in the provisions of the At naking that appropriation:

That the discussion of this question led to uheli agitation and strife in this provincebut
that it was at leigth fmnally settled by ain A passed thé 3d and4thyears.of Your Majesty's
reign, "whereby two-thirds of thé proceeds of the lands then sold, and two-thirdWof one-half
of the lands still unsold, were allotted to the Church of England.a this diocese.. ..

That this enactnent, made in the year 1840, was universally regarded throughout the
province as a definitive arrangement 6f this long-agitated question, and that your petitioners,
though believing those lands to have been intended exclusively for, the Church of England,
quietly acquiesced in that division.

That from the passing of that Act up to the close of the year 1849 no discontent with
the arrangement thus settled was, expressed in any quarter, and that up to the present
moment there has been no agitation or feeling in thi pi-ovinée on that account.

That your petitioners,with much surprise and indignation, have observed that, during the
present session of the Provincial Parliament, a series of resolutions, and an Address to Your
Majesty framed upon these resolutions, has been passed;fo the effect ihat this properfy for
the support of religion should be alienated from that holy object and applied to; educational
or other secular purposes.

That your petitioners regard with horror a publie enactment vhichalins at the abolition
of all grants and endowments for religious instruction in the province, and.by. the conteL-
plated spoliation of the Church of England of the residue of lier property, herein, the direct
and reckless vilaftion of the frih pledged to hei- in the Act of tlie 3d and 4th years of Your
Majesy's reign. l

That your pefitioners would regard the success of such an attempt as a national sin of thë
deepest dye and a grievous noral degradation, as wel as heavy lo to the influce and
spread of ·true religion in, the province.

That where religion is 'iade to be wholl dependtpon the voluntary countriibutions of
the people it may be supported with tolerible respectability in towns and villages of any
considerable',. size ; but that in the rural distiicts, where the population is comparatively poor
ithe mena of ensuringstatcd instruction in the,trutlis of the Gospel will not, in. many cases,

exist. This le eident fr'om what is presented in the neighbouring UiJited States of Ameria,
where in large tacts of country there existé no provision for the Maintenanéeof elérgy
and where, consequently, thè minisritions of religió, if at al,' are only occasionallyafforded
The effect, of this is, lthe growth and. spread of an infinite variety of sects,'and the inflience
of many which propagate tenefs in direct contravëntion of fthe truth" nd urity ofChris
tianity. In manyinstances, as the iesult of leaving religion fo the partialitiesand caprices of
an uninstructed people, we find in thaf country churches and chapels ercfed by Unitarias
and eten Uniiersalists, vho deny the existence of future punishment,amongst the most
costly and.bestsupportcd of ail the edifices dedicated tO religious worship.

Your petitioners would further represent, that hei sanctionby Your Majestyof a measure
of thë godless character juîst passed 'by our Legislîtive Assembly would have flin h vi-
table effec of speedily alienating from Your Majestys thironé axid r O usl b e ixh loyal
atta'chnimnt 'of large numbe off Your Majesfy'smôst faithful and dëvted'sübjecté; for
experience has proved, and especially, flic history of lie 1Rebellion in' 837-38,ihat lic
meníbers of th Church of Englnd fro nthc principles engrafted in berpo líty and ritual,
and impressed froin childhood upon lier inembers,ne eyeforemost ln défence'of Your
Majesty'sfthrone.

Your peiiouers would also represent, with much grief and reg"tthaf ti fact of several
membeis of the Romish commnnion in tihe Legisiative"Assemrbly, oting or, f lie nation
of the Tproperti, of fthé Church- of England,'should fthat alienation be dèterninied ipoi,

ill have fhe effeet of re- eenin and ëxaspertingreligio s division nd nimosly.inh is
province, and of creating at no distant a period. a movemént, whiich it ill be i'doss 0
estrin, for alinafiig the ecesastioal propety' eld by thRomisi Churb i Lwer

Canada. If fh, .roerty o e Chu-ch of En-laind f Prteta 1 ý,geù7eaI) 1
this provmee iso e confiscatedfor puble and seclar p4Moses.lt will nevere borne
tathl ande au ndIwreníf ld by a Romisii piiesthop h e inviQt and
tou terr . 1 jeu ourn ion; 0

anyeasure for alienat flc proerty of, the Çhurd lth d aese
provi rom he sacre ses orwhic as t apart z fý ýe ppÇ t anîd
mamtenance of ubli iors and the propaga on of religious kînowlcde ge.

And Your M esys u andloyalpeftioners, as oty ni ll ever pray. 7


