
SIR JOIIN A. NIACDONAI,I)

acted as mie of 1-ler NI.-ijesty's Joint Fligli Conimissioners and
Plei:ipoteiitiaries appointed to deai -%vith certain Coiiiiiiissioliers of

the United States for the settleilient of the Alabama clainis and
of otlier iliatters pending between the United Kin-doin and the
United States. 'rlie worlz of this Commission bore fruit iii the
Treaty of Washington, whicli -,xas signed ou the Stli 1\'ray, 187 1.

Froin 1844 until the present tiiiie Sir joliii sat for Kingston,
except for the years betweeil 1,978 and 1887, during wliicli lie

represented-first, ïMarquette, Manitoba ; iiext, Victoria, 13. C., and
tlien Carleton. At the General 1'-,Iectioii of IS87, the Premier was
2lected for both Carleton and Kingston, but ilaturally enougli chose
the representation of duit constituency whicli liad becii filitliftil to
Iiiiii every tiiiie lie songlit the suffrages of its electors, except once,
in the iiieinorable canipaign of 1878-

In dealing witli all the great issues of the last forty years, the
Conservative leader lias again and again proven Iiiiiiself to be a
statesniail of alinost infinite resource and tact, a sincere patriot, and
a firin upliolder of the majesty of liw and order.

The -veterail Preinier cantiot be classed aniong orators, yet lew
orators eau gain and liold the attention of the 1-lonse so successfülly
and iiiacriletically as lie did. Mucli of this is doubtless due to the
fact tliat it is " Sir joliii " wlio speaks, and naturally everyone

wants to lziiow wliat the first man in Canada lias to say ; but
not a little is (lue to the inatter of Sir Joliii's speech, wliicli is
unconinionly characteristic of Iiiiii-is, indeed, sui generis. The
Premier, in speaking, adopts tliat style and inainier more in favotir
in the Iniperial Parlianient than in the Parlianient of Canada, tliat
is to say, lie is not reinarkably fluent, liesitates, incleed, aliiiost ou

purpose, is iiiatter-of-fýiet ratlier tlian rlietorical, and is witlial iiever
enibarrassed. Sir jolm's discourses are, liowever, spiced witli -,vit

as well as with wisdoin, occasionally varied, too, by a brief anecdote
of tliat Iiiiiiiorous kind wliich ilever fails " to bring dowii the
Ilouse." Heisveryliappyalsoiiiiiial,iiigariiiiiiiii-coiiiiiielitary
ou the ý;peecl1 of another, iiiterjeciiii ' g a sliaft of -wit or inerriiiient
wlienever and wlierever a mark is offéred. 'l'lie First Minister's

voice is -%vliat is called " a carrying, -voice ;" wlien lie ellooses to
exert Iiiniself, whicli is not always, Iiis words are distinctly lieard in


