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rel ports lyom Societies must reach us by noon on ThuïsdlaY to 88cUre
lusertion.

'AMrRîcA BEFORE COLUMBUS.-Dr. Wilson, President of the
li,9,th of Toronto, lectured on Saturdlay afterneon last, the

19hinst, in the Convocation Hall, on " America before Colum -
th The audience was large, and the proceeds were in aid of

ef thewso Horne. Dr. Wilson commenced by giving evidence
c visits of discoverers to tbis continent before the lime of

Cotmbs As early as A. D. iooo the Scandinavian voyagers

CesCe Greenland in their rude sips, and without the aid ofthe

C01ifas t heir only guide was the Phonician star of the Greek s,
stl ritey could reach the western world under those circum-

Ilace twas quite probable that the Tyrian voyagers, who were
qaîI avanced in navigation, had made the discovery ait a very

~~Uc) earlier period. The lecturer gave Christopher Columbus the
ofait canceiving that the world was round. and of having the

dlto Sail West in order ta reach the east and discover a more
dict route to India, which was the abject be bad in view when he
l"tliscOvered Amnerica. The discovery of Brazil, some few years

, Wa quoîed in support of the statement that had Colunmbus
?ith scovered America, the existence of this continent would,
" av short time afterwards, have been demonstrated by other

0f thî8  The grand question, however, was as to the condition
evid continent in the centuries before ils discovery. There was
too elce Of the presence of man since the timne the mammoth
Jerse thggscotinent. The rude stone implements found in New

subY sggetedthe idea of the presence of man at a time just
sol 1 eqtiet to the glacial period, and this led ta the belief rtat flot

thogafter man was present in Europe he was present here. But
founld Jae nuo sucb traces of ancienit civilizalion here as can be
rude "' the Old World. The mound builders were doubtless a
arceiPeOPle, whose leaders had a knowledge of geometry and

txectural science. It was evident that a germ of civilization
1ns"ted at a time, but tbat it was quenched by the savages. Fram

ears, study of th subject he did not believe that there was
ecl fi a knowledge of mineralagy being possessed by the

tan u? h hbited the part of the continent north of the Mexi-
civil, .In Central America there was a starîling evidence of

as i 0 architecture, sculpture and mineraîogy. In Peru there
0 lcaton of sun worship and scientific progress. Both these,

cr.es t OUId not be regarded as of great antiquity. He ex-
ttted tdeep !egret that the rude hunters of gold bad been per-

tlope eradicate the most valuable traces of the history of these
tion as Atferica possessed n o such evidence of ancient civili-

ilerevers rope, Asia and Africa presented, and he held that if
!t eol Were tecase, as some advocates of evolution contend,
bOre take their problemn ten times mare difficult than it was

th-riEIAI'CL AND PHYSICAL SOCîE'rv.-A regular meeting
R~oi, e Mathemnatical and Physical Socýety xvas held in Lecture

MunNo , On Tuesday afternoon, Nov. i 5th. The President, T.
and t6 

0 B~~.IOccupied the chair. An inîeresling essay on the life
OldonR. of Descartes was read by Mr. J. G. Witton. Mr. C.

gav ecadsn lecturer in chemisîry in the Velerinary College,
Sth 0rn 'nstructive and beautiful experiments in~ connectioli witb

litinte ery ~Of the polarization of lighî. on motion of Mr. A. F.
"t rIa vote Of thanks was tendered Mr. Richardson. Prablems

,ý thole by Messrs. McGowan, Witton, DeLury and Whitelaw.
eî IlMeeting of the Society papers wilbe read by Mr. J

,""a" andj Mr. D. Hull.

heoerrmLANGUAGE CLUB.-The"second German meeting of
P "Sid 1tita ei0g d last Monday in the Y. M. C. A. Building, the
th r ei ss abi the chair. The meeting was well attended and
gat40

111 a bve the usual standard. Mr. Steen opened the pro-
be, r U0de hi. essay on L'Arrabbiata, ýone of the novels of the

bt nelth uscussion-Paul Heyse, and presented clearly the
""h 5o h tyle and of the novel. Mr. Vandersmisseil followed

Po.icjU ' rSS in German, and a selection fromn Heyse's
thisîted of as rnsuch appreciated. The next an the programme

MCiWith able essay by Miss Scott, on Hans Lange. dealing
vand e O ullines of the story. At the request of the club

in~ after :i,5ltisen read anoter poemn entitled "Nachgeschicht,
4 bokI ew WcomPlitTeiltary re marks by the President, the meet-

4ts P for~ baîf an bour's conversation in German. The es-
ta b e congratulated also on the clear and distinct

fi erWic they read their essayý, thereby contributing much
rij e nt0 Of their audience. The meeting of this saciely

OCkt -~ aternocrn next will be devoted lu Dickens and bis
1-.I f Il Programme is as faîîows :" Dickens, as an Inter-

"liet,,a by~N ature," by T. C. Des Barres ; "Tale of Twa
Wveht ' V McMichaei ; and David Copperfield " by S.

4 aà'nsWl be given framn " Nicholas Nickleby," by Miss
CCt sh1Oi;î graduate of the Philadeiphia School of Oratory.. e a large attendance.

THE ENGINEERING SOCIETYv beld ils usual meeting on Tuesday,
23rd inst., ait the S'hool of Science. Routine business having
been disposed of, Mr. Marani read an essay entitled " A short
H-istorical Sketch of Sanitary Science," in which be traced the
knowledge of sanitary ]aws as fair back as the 16th century before
Christ ; when monarchs, unquesîioned in their aulhority, forced
their people ta, live in healthy dwellings, antd forced themn to pay
sufficient attention ta sanîtation ta insure the freedom of their
t>wns and cities frorn disease and pestilence. Sanitary science
flaurished especially in the Roman era, wlîen that nation con-
structed those immense aqueducts, baths, &c., which bear testi-
mony ta the knowledge and foresight of the people, and some of
which may yet be recognized aniong the ruins of Italy. Ih was at
tbis lime, also, that the Campagna of Rame was so thoroughly
drained that the fever hi-Id in its nuarshes disappeared almost en-
tirely, and the land thus reci:di-ed was utilized for farmiîig pur-
poses. The Roman dynasty tell, huwever, and witb il disappeared
almost ail traces of sanilary science. Through the Middle Ages
down ta as laIe as 176o, we flnd what are now considered as rudi-
menîary precautions disregarded entirely, and frightful epidemics
of fever, choIera, &cconstanlly ravaging diîfierent parts of Europe
These very plagues, however, seemu tG have awakened in the
people a sense of the frightful state of Iheir towns and cities, and
ta have led la those investigations, upon the result of whicb modern
sanitary engineering and science are founded. The essayisî closed
witb a brief outliue of the germ lheory as il is aI present forrnulaîed
hy the erninent pathologisîs of Europe. In the discussion which
followed Mr. Marani's paper, D)r. Ellis described some of the ex-
periments which have been made in recent years, and which bave
sboWn that disease is due la the production of plomaines by the
bacteria which exist in ail organic malter, These plarnaines are
of definite chemnical composition and are believed ta act in a simi-
lar manner ta such poisons as arsenic. Bacteria also play an im-
portant part in the purification of aur soul ; assirnilating the
animal malter wbicb is îhrown upon or filters îhruugh the ground,
niîragenizing il and rendering it perfectly harmless. The discus-
sion an Limes, Martars and Cemenîs was laid over tili the nexI
meeting.

y. M. C. A.-Tuesday nexl-Missionary address by Rev. John
McLawrin, a Baptist missionary lalely returned front India ; Thurs-
day next-Regular meeting will be addressed by Rev. E. A. Staf-
ford, of the Metropolitan. The building is kept open every Sunday
from 2 la 6 p.m. ; reading-rooin and lîbrary openî lu al]. Regular
devotional meeting was held on Thursday, the 241h, 1-l B. Fraser,
Captain of the "Association " îearn,leader. Subject-Bought with
a price, based an 1 Cor. 6 :19, 20. Christians urged, on account
of the greatuess ofîthe price-the sufferings and death of Christ-ta
live nearer Him and ta devote îhernselves entirely la His service.
A slrong appeal made la those wbo do nol believe, and abjections
thal men urge against Christ and Chrislianily answered.

TïIE WOaIAN'S MEDIcAL COLLEGE bas entered upan ils fifîb
session most prosperously. There are eigbîeen studenîs in regular
attendance. A Studenîs' Association, for liîerary, social and busi-
ness purpases, bas recently been organized, having a reading
room in cannection with il. rbe final studenîs have ilso a
Chemical Society, which meets every fortnight and pi omises ex-
cellent resuils.

The Glee Club bas received a number of invitâtions la sing in
public during the preserit term. The following are those whicb
have been accepttd :-They will furnish the music for the Inter-
collegiate debale beîween the McMaster College and the Osgoode
Literary and Legal Society, ta be held in Osgoade Hall on Friday
evening, NOV. 25tlh; tbey will take part in a promenade concert in
the Horticullural Pavilion on Thursday evening, December the 7th,
and also ta be present aI the debate belween 'Varsily and Trinity
on Friday evening, Dec. 2nd. The cornriltee extend a bearty in-
vitation ta ail undergraduates, who are musically inclined, ta corne
ta the praclices every Friday afîemnaon aI 4 o'clock, in the wesî
end Lecture Roorn.

The Central Association cup lie match was played on the Rose-
dale grounds last Saturday aflernoon between the Torantos and
Var-sily. Neither club was able ta place ils sîrongest îeam on the
field. The Varsity, bowever, were more unfortunale in Ibis tespect
than their oppanienîs. At haîf-time the prospects were brigbî for
Varsity the score being 2 goals la o in their favour ;but after play
was resumed, although the Varsity boys were fortunate enougîî ta
secure another goal, the 'forontos were equally fartunate in secur-
ing îhree lunes in succession and would in ail prabability have
continued tu score hal flot lime been called. The result being a
draw, it was decided ta play the next match on Saîurday, Dec. 3rd,
on Union Lawn.

The Medical Students weie received in thre University Y. M.
C. A. building on.Tuesday evening last. There were about tbree
hundred, present, including Prof. Wilson and the following mem.
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