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SOME NOTES ON A GREAT CHURCH CUURI,

DY KNOXONIAN.

The first General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
the United States met in Philadelphia in the year 1780 The
opening scrmon was preached by Dr Witherspoon, and the
Rev. John Rodgers, D.D., of New York, was elected Moder-
ator. What Dr. Witherspoon and Dr. Rodgers might think
about the Revised Confession or the Briggs case were they
to visit the Detroit Assembly it would be hard to say. but
they certainly would have to admit that Presbyterianism has
made considerable progress in the United States during the
past hundred and two years.

The General Assembly over which Dr. Rodgers presided
represented four Synods, sixteen Presbyteries, 177 ministers,
219 congregations and about 9,000 members. The Assembly
over which the venerable D ., Green presides represents, ac-
cording to last year's report, thirty Synods, 213 Presbyter-
ies, 6,158 ministers, 6,894 churches, 775,903 members, and
raised last year for all purposes $14,368,131. Not so bad for
slow Presbyterians.

There was a large attendance of members when the Mod
erator preached the opening sermon from John il 17. The
full court numbers about yyu. Most of them weie there, and
the church, which holds abous 1,0, was weil filed by ihe
Assembiy, Detroit Iresbytenans and visitors from a dis
tance. The sermon was a good Gospel sermon, bat the
eflect was slightly marred by the dificulty of hearing the
Moderator.  He read closeily, and it 15 aot easy to make peo
pie hear at tnc eatreme end of a large chatch and keep
yout eyes fiaed on a manusuiipl at the same tme.  When the
sermon was delwered the Aseembly was constituted by
praye: and adjourned. This Assembly opens by laylight and
does one thiog ata tme.  Worship this sederunt and the
election of Moderator and routine business at the next.

At three p.m. the court resumed, and after a little rutine
business, which was quickly despatched, proceeded to tlect a
Moderator. The people who expected a lively ime and a
<lose vote were woefully disappointed. Du. Green, of Prince
ton, Ds. Dickey, of Philadelphia, and his peighbour, D:
Bakes, of the same City, had each strong support. When the
sight time came Dr. Dickey proposed Dr. Green. Dr Baker
seconded the motion, and Di. Creen was unanimously elect
ed in about five minutes.  If there ware any ecclesiastical
politicians present who dearly love . dgnt, they must have
felt that the Pauline sentiment about preferring other people
to one’s self sadly inteiferes with elections. The while pro
«eeding was highly creditable to the parties chiefly conzerued
and to the great Church in which all theee are distinguished
ministers.

Ia the evening the sactament of the Supper was dispensed
to an immense congregation, &ho filled the body of the church
and the galleries.  For the first ume .o their i.ves many saw
elders 1ake the elements up tc the gallery and serve tables
there, Pethaps many saw it for the last tme. Such a
scene 15 not witnessed more than once or twice in a lifetime.

There are three distinct Classes of men at the front In
this Assembly. There is first the Grand 0! Man Jlass, rep
resented by such members as the Modetator, Dt. Green, Du.
Smitb, of Baltimore, aad others. It ls in.possible tc Nisten ta
one of these venerable men without being impressed. The
moment any une of them rises the Assemdly s all respet
and attention. It is often said that the American people are
lacking in reverence for old age. It any such ignoble irrev
erence exists, it does not extend to this Assembly.

Then there is another class that takes a prominent place
in this great coart.  This class s composed of middle aged,
highly-caltured, strong men, who do a laige part of the work
A typical member of this lass is always well dressed, wea:s
a Frioce-Albert coat buttoned up, :5 a man of affaies as well
as a preacher, goes oun the platform in mauch the same way
as he would walk into a paslour, and makes his speech or
reads his report in a style Jhat makes you absolutely certain
he knows what he is about. This typical man often comes
from New Yotk or Philadelphia, Washington or Baltimore,
ot possibly from some place o the west to which he has
gone to teach or preach. Dr. Raberts, the Clerk, Dr. Rob
erts, the chairman of the Revision Committee, Dr. Baker and
Dr. Dickey, of Philadelphia, Dr. Bartlety, of Washington, and
scores of others are good specimens of this class. They are
strong men, ready men, resourceful meo, men whe know the
world and are not afraid to face it.  When you watch these

.men do business for two or three days you eas.iy understand
one of the reasons why this Chuarch has s0 mach inflaence
in the United States. You also conclude that this splendidly
dressed, influential looking broiher does aot live on the mia
imum salary.

‘Perhaps the most interesting lass in some respects is the
Jlass made ap of distinctly western men. Di. George T.
Hays, of Kansas City, is the typical man of this class. The
distinctly western man has an easy freedom that draws a
straoger to him at once.  He is versatile and has enormous
rescurces.  Dealing with all kinds of Jheracters, battliog with
all kinds of difficuhiies, enduring all kinds of hardships these
caperiences have made bim master of aimost any kind of a
situation. He makes hiv speech at a great popalar meeting o1
10 the General Assembly ®ith an auwry freedom that at once
captivates the audienve, He makes poiats well and geaes.
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ally illustrates them with something that takes down the
house. In this matter of taking down the house the western
brother always takes the paim. The beauty of the operation
1s that he always does it without seeming to try.

Onc of the first things that strikes a stranger in this court
13 the despatch with which they put through routine business.
There are twenty standing committees and thirty committees
on Synod Records.  Reading the replies for and against re-
mits nvolves reading the names of 2t3 Presbytenies over a
good many times. We venture to say that this Assembly
can do all that in fiftecn minutes.

The officials are not any better than the officials in the
Canadian Assembly. There are six men doing the work
that is done by Drs. Reid and Fraser, and that Dr. Reid
did many a day alone. How does this Assembly get through
routine work so quickly? Because the members don't spend
the time needed for doing things in wraogling about how and
when they ought to be drue.  Nor do they spend time in
trying to reconstruct fifty or sixtv committees that are well
enough already.

But we must stop for this week.

OPENING OF THE NEW HOSPITAL FUR
WOMAN AT INDURE.

Oa Tuesday afternoon, Aptil .4, ahile the meeting uf the
Womaa's Foreign Missionaty Souiely was . progress in the
fai amay hume land, a gathering more aovel and not less
interestiog was held here in connection with the new hospital
for women.

About five p.m. the native women began to gather in the
wamog room of the huspitai, aod befuie the secvice began
the laige soom aad a smalt side coom were crowded, and
atound the entrance doos were Many for whoin a place vould
aut be provided iasade.  Many sanks, casies and celigions
Hiadus, Mahommedans aad Farsis -- were sepreseated.
Wherever there is a gathering of Parsi women there is a sight
to delight the eye.  They wear the hau drawn tightly back
from the forehead and bound in place with a haadkerchiet of
purest white. Theus faces are 0ot disfigured by any matks,
oot by the nose-unp of Hipdu and Mahommedan women.
Theur sans are of soft sk of most deiscate olvuis, and
their feet are encased .n stockings of <ery pretty shades, and
slippers with very high heels and very pointed toes.

Shortly afier five o'llock a transiavon of the Oae Hua
dredth Psalm was sung, followed by the reading of part of
Macthew v. and Joha vi. and nvoiation by Miss Oliver.

Mis. Wukie's opening addsess foiowed, 1n which she
drew a stnking contrast between whe beginaing of the Iadore
Mediai Mission and the present.  She spuke of the days
when the the first small dispensary was opened , when the
natives regarded with more or less awe and suspicion such an
«0novauon as a medicai womao. And now the wuik has
grown 1o such dimensions that the necessity for suitable
buidngs bas iong been [eit, for out oniy from lndote cuy,
but fiom caies and villages maay miies away women cume
to be healed of theiwr discases. Ia (losing, Mirs. Wilkie said
she was sute that eveiy wuman ptesent cegrewced that Muss
Deatty's ununing iabours for the past sia yeats cendered it
necessaty for her to o hume for the st she has weil earned.
bLut they aii kaew Miss Ouver weil enough 1o know that
they couid at au uwies lovk o het fur help and sympaihy of
a practical sort.

Aher singing a Marath: hymo about the vanity of works
of ment, Miss Beatty spoke to the women, telling them that
we did not do this work hoping 1o lay up ' puaya ™ \meid)
for the ide to come, because all we can do will never jusuly
us 10 the sight of a holy God.  Bat Oae has pad vur debt
to rewnnuie us 1o God—evea Chuisy, the Redeemes, then Sa
viout and ours. Aad in seekiag to muasster to he needs of
the body we do 1t 10 obedience to His cummand 10 “ Love unie
another,’ and we desure above aii that these who come o
us sick in body may leave us reyoiuing 1n spint.

Shent addresses were read by ihe daughter of Gampat
Singh. of the Governmeat Charitable Hospitai, Kashibai, a
Biahmin assistaat, and the Chaistian sumen of our coogre-
gauon, « ail of which there were eapressions of deep segret
that Miss Beatiy was foreed (0 leave us for a ume, and the
hope that a rest at home would 1estore her to perfect heahih
and to her work at indore.

Afier singing another hymp the benediwction was pro-
nounced by Miss Beatty.

Then the women were shuwn thiough the buiding, and
the prapused uses of the several tvoms eaplained to them.
In the centie of the buading dowa staiss 5 the waiing reom.
To the ieft are four wards, each having a -bathtoom, and a
«ooking place at the back and at the front, oper.ng on the
deep verandab which tuns the whoie lengih of the buiaing.
To the right of the waiting-room, and communicating with
1, 15 the dispensary , beyond . are two wards and the oper-
aling 500m, atiauged, as on the other side, for the comfort
and convenience of the patients.

The iadies meaa to iwe i ihe hospiiai, oulupying the
three upstant rooMms a Lviag toom and a smail bedroom on
cuner side of it with a bathtoom ai the begk., I the work
grows, ot if, for any'reason, it > fouad to be undesirabie
that the ladies shouid live .o the bospital, (uese ap-stair
rooms wii ba very useful as private watgds, ete.

Pauents w.il not be zeceived into the hospatat unial juiy,
as there is still some work to be Juae, and i is accessary

i -

fTune 3d, sty

that the walls and floors be thoroughly dry before the py
is occupied.

The bailding presents 2 fine appesracce, with ity
verandahs, supported down stairs by arches a large
small one alternating—and up-stairs by pillars.  1fg
friends at home could see it they would feel repaid for o
sacrifice they may have made in providing the money reqmy
for its erection.

We pray that many, many of our sisters for whom Ciy
died may find within its wa'ls the light of life everlastng

J. V.o SiNctan

Indore, C. 1., April 23, 1891.

SYNQD OF MANITOBA AND THE N.I¥
TERRITORIES.

The afternoon previous to the meeting was spent by sog
twenty of the members in visiting the Indian Indos
School which was opened a fortnight ago. The partjw
accompanied by Rev. Dr. Sutherland, Secretary of Mets
dist Missions ; Rev. H. T. Crossley, evangelist ; and Rer
M. Harrison, of Regina.  Mr. Hayter Reed, the Indianme
missioner, and Rev. A. J. McLeod, the principal, condoe
the party through the large building which has been erew
at a cost of $40,000,and is intended to accommodate 200 ok
The building is of brick on a stone foundation, is heatedu
venuiated by Smead-Dowd apparatus, and 8 well appomy
in every respect.  The school has opeaed experimenany g
fficen chiidren, which numbet will be increased wen
Faiming and wades mil be taught. After explonoga
building from garret to cellar, the party gathered iad
school 1oom where one member of the Synod icad am
words of Supture and another offered prayer for the binwy
of God upon the woik of the new institation.

The Rev. D. Stalkes, B.A., of Gladstone, upeney &
meeuag of Synod in the eveniny with an appropiiate sess
on " Be not weary «n well doing, for in due seasun jeud
reap if ye faint not.”

The Rev. A. B. Baud, of Winnipeg, was chqsen Jet
bro lempure and called the roll. .

Rev. M¢. Stalker thaoked the Synod which he wiiew 2
largest o the woild termtornially, for the suppun a
encoutagement he had ceceived during his yeat of Modaa
ship and asked fo1 the appointment of his successor.

On mouon of Rev. Di. Robertson, the Rev. jus
Fatyuhatson, L.A., of Tilot Mound, was appointed Muen
tor.

The thanks of the Synod were tendered to the rety
Modesator for his efhicient service duning the yeas, fan
pastoral ieues on teligion in the family, and for his serom
10 opening the Synod of which the mover said thav hels
tarely listened to a secmon with more profit.

The Synod met at ten o'clock on Wednesday morzig
and spent the frst hout in devouonal services.  The Ren
H. T. Ciossiey, J. E. Hanter, and . K. Welsh, aho m
present, were asked to sit with the Synod as correspondy
mewbers. A memonal sas presented by the Fresbyen d
Regina on behalf of the Rev. John Geddes, of Carlyle, aly
to be pilaced on the list of beneficiaties of the Aged o
lofiem Minusters’ Fand.  After discussion the applivanco m
seferced to the Presbytery for additional informauon.

A request from the Calgary Presbytery for approbauma
a glaa that has been begun within its bounds for ihe ewd’
lishment of a Chinese Mission within its bounds Th
fequest was supported in vigorous speeches by the Rent
W. Gordon, Dr. King and A. McTavish.

The first item o .te document for the afternoon sui
statement oo behalf of Mau.. ba College by the pnoowd
Dr. King. o goint of attendance the record was beiak
siateen than any previous year, and the total oamba 2
150, The theok gical depariment is well to the fron sithi
gradualing lass o ten. The acmuber inthe art Classes o
ate looking forwa.d to theology number some fuity five &
ffty. There - no change to be reported in the teachin
staff, & fact which, the principal said, gave him madh pleast
and 10 whose unstinting labour a great measure of %’
suceess of the college is. due. The contributions frw
Eastern Canada foc the sapport of the college amounts .3
the yeat to $3,477 aad there are same amounts still to % 3
handed in. The Insh Presbyterian Church sends $;00, % §
Free Charch of Scotland $500, and the Church of Scotad
$:50—$:,250 in all from Charches on the other side of 93
Atlantic. Of old contributioas given many years ago $34§
was paid Jusing the year and $1,200 was saved from ordisi1.§
reveaue to apply to the debt. The total contribations &-§
the payment of the debt amounted to $4,y43 and sncr® B
debt was only $48:8, the sum of $128 was left to the g’ &
Over $2,000 was paid in fees and $938 in interest '
receipts altogether amounted to $17,y1 . The steps lakes® §
secure an intercollegiate system of training had been
economival and efficient.  The science teachers of St Jo g
College, Wesley, and Maonitoba bad ucited to give lectoresd
a common room provided by the University. In addition® g
ibis, one mathematical student belongidg to Manitoba " §
lege had re.cived instruction in ‘Wesley College, and 5=F
philosaphical stadents from Wesley College had attesd 5
iectures 10 Manuoba Coliege, an amangement which ¥ 8
proved mutcaily advantageous. There is need of A% K
numbes of scholatships, especially some for art studeats; ¥ &
of a jarge amoant of .repaits sn the building amountiof ™ 3
new heatng appatdtus (q Sms $5,000 or §7.000, ThECS
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